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Mahathir--China 
NO ONE SHOULD FEAR A WEALTDY AND STRONG CIIINA, SAYS MAHATBIR 
From Abdul Rahman Sulaiman 

- - Countries of Southeast Asia should have no 
y and strong China and they should instead welcome it, 
nhat.hir Mohamnd.)snid today. f~u'buy~~s Gp5 
stcr said the countries would tend to benefit in terms of 

their ability to share the wealth through trade and economic interaction 
with China. \ 

He told an intcrnatjonal business gathering of world’s top corporate 
leaders here that the Chinese had now found an answer t.o their political 
and economic nccdi: in what they termed the “Socialist. Market Economy." . 

Dr. Mahathir, who flew here after a successful meeting with U.S. 
President Bill Clint.on in Washington, dwelt at lcngt h on Malaysia’s c;lrly 
espcri.cncc in managing i Is economy and the ohs taclcs i t f ctccd, dcmocr;~cy 
and China’s current economic modernization efforts in his address on the 
theme “The Socialist Market Economy of lhc I’coplc’s Rcpuhlic of China: An . 
Asean Perspective, ” atethc 1394 China Summit Meeting. -- more 
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Mahathir-China 2 Beijing 

He said al.though he was no expert on China, he had followed with a 
great deal of interest over the last 60 years of his life, as an 
individual, the great events occuring in and around China. 

He said: “I have read substantially about China’s last 2,000 years. But 
I’m by no stretch of the imagination an L-:rpert on China. 

“I cannot imagine that I know more about Chinese policy than the 
Chinese leadership and its wealth of advisors.” 

, 

Nevertheless, he intuitively understood what China was attempting to 
do, why it was doing it and how it was going about .the entire process of 

, revolutionising its society and building towards a place of pride and 
comprehensive prosperity for its people in the 21st century. 

’ ,He-*believed his views were shared by other leaders in Asean and East 
Asia,. 

This was because almost all c.ount.ries in East Asia were trying to do 
the same thing in the best w;\y they knew how, given the complexities of 
their own specific situations, the enormous obstacles and the incredible 
opportunities before them.. -- more 
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Maha th,ir-China 3 BCij i 11’1 

Dr Mahat.hir said China was right in stickjng to its brand of socialist 
politics while espousing a version of the market economy. 

This was so because it had rnanngcd to avoid the kind of economic and 
political anarchy the Soviet Union suffered. 

“It is right because it is apparently more successful economically. It 
is growing and growing very fast ,” he added. 

He cautioned the Western powers against bein; too fearful of a 
prosperous China. 

He said although a rich China would spend much more than what it was 
now spending on it..s military forces and, thus, becoming a true world power 
with t.he attendant. economic and political clout, historically, Beijing had 
not exhibited any consistctlt policy of territorial acquisitiveness. 

He added : “Its ncighbourr; nt,ly have lo$t some disput.ed territory, but. 
full invasion and colonisat ion I1a.s not been a feature of Chinese history. 

“This dif fcrs very o>uch of course f ram the European record.” 
!le said t.hc question of Chinese aggre ssion occupied much of the western 

mind because, historically, hrtgcmony ,and violent or peaceful occupat.ion of 
teryitorics had always been the Wcs t’s approach to self--preservation and 

. . :* - weaith. As arcr;u11:, they nat III-;11 ly 
amhi tions. - -- more 

suspccl rltl 0-i II;I ol b;lvi ng s:imilar 
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Mahathir-China 4 Bci jing 

If Southeast Asia was not apprchensivc of Japan, he saw no reason why 
it should be worried about China, he added. 

. Dr. Mahathir said the presendc of n western power in the region would 
not make any d’ifference, especially af tcr Haiti, Somalia, Bosnia and 
Rwanda. 

“It takes only one 
’ withdrawn,” he said. 

,soldier to be killed before the whole fo’rce will be 

One t,hc ot.hcr hand, he said, a prosperous China would become the engine 
of growth, firstly, for East Asia, 
world * 

including Southcast Asia; and then the 

Although it could he espcctcd that China would export to the world, it 
would ‘still have to buy a whole lot of things from the rest of the world, 
he added. 

In this respect, Southeast Asian counl.ries would have at. thei.r 
doorsteps a huge market for their cdiblc oil, gas and petroleum products 
and even manufactured goods. 

Dr. Mahathir admitted that spreading wealth cvcnly in a market economy 
was far more difficult than spreading poverty evenly through the command 
economy. -- more 
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Mahathir-China 5 Beijing 

He said there would probably be more political problems, not least the 
demand for greater public participation in the political process. 

The government would have to give in, fighting a rearguard action all‘ 
the way, he added. 

He said there might even hc uyhenvnls and bloodshed along the way. 
Ilowcver, he was confident that the Chinese were likely to handle it 

better than the Russians or the Yugoslavs. 
Dr.Mahathir said East and Southeast Asians could reasonably expect this 

‘scenario in China as being more likely than that projected by European and 
American observers. 

With China’s modernisation and economic development, the wheel of 
progress would have turned full circ1.e and Asia would, at the very least, 
regain its place in the wqrld civilisation. 

“Europeans may not like this but there i: no reason for Asians to I 
actively assist them in order to block China and delay Asia’s rightful * 
place in the sun,” he said. -- more 
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Earlier, he reminded thr! West against imposing t.heir syst.ems and values 
on China. 

IIe said no amounL oI int.cl 1ccl.11al hri 11 inncc, and :;ir!c.c:rity could 
overcome t h13 i ron 1 akr th81 t , in order for I)olicics and Actions I.0 work, they 
must always fi t the. r,pc(:i f ic contli t ion:; within which lhc?p have to operate. 

As it surely mu:;1 bc the, task of China’s leader; and intclligensia to 
pick and choose from the methods of other countries which could possibly 
fit in with the conditions in China, the best thing that others could do 
was to be operi about their own experiences, good and bad, if they wish the 
Chinese well, he added. 

Dr. Mahathir said while the term “socialist” means different things to 
different people, he had no doubt that China’s “Socialist Market Economy” 
rejected laissez faire capitalism --- the extreme type of market economy 
which regards the government as extraneous. 

It was also rejected by seven other Successful Eas 1. Asian cconomj es 
(with: the possible exception of l-long Kong) dubbed as “the East Asian 
Miracle” -- Japan, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Malays?a, ,Singapore and 
Indonesia. -- more 
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Mahathir-China 7 Beijing 

Citing the case of Malaysia, hc told the audience of 250 foreign 
businessmen, mostly CEOs,and presidents and 140 Chinese CEOs, that a 
f.ree-market economy alone could not guarantee success if various 
essentials, including a strong 2nd stable government, were not in place, 

“China needs the st.rong government that it has. It may be autihorit.arian ’ 
but it .is hctter than anarchy,” hc said. 

He added: “Business needs order. It needs to have a predictable future, 
for few busines3es are immediately profitable or successful. .The bigger the . 
business, the longer is the gestation, and the greate’r is the need for a 
precdictablc fu turc. 

“A firm, strong government. can reasonably ensure a predictable future. 
A weak government, dcpcnding upor a fickle public, buffeted by the demands 
of the extremist.:; of the rjght :111d the left, cannot he stable, much less ’ 
ensure prcdictahil i ty.” 

11~ said as good gov(‘rnrnr!11 t I: c:n111tl not bc Ii,ll! IO:‘ frcr, 4 price would 
have t 0 be paid; before good qnv~r~r~mr~r~t r. co~lld hc conjured up, sacrifices 
wonld hdvc to bc m;ldc. --. rnorlb 
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Mahathir-China 8 Beijing 
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In view of this, for the 1,2 billion Chinese, indivi.dual freedom to go 
against the interest of the majority was a luxury it could ill-afford, 

Although democracy was the greatest idea ever conceived by Fan, like 
all other ideas, it was not born perfect, he added. 

“Who today would regard 10 per cent. of’ t.he population having absolute 
right to rule a state as democratic?” he asked. 

Yet, t.hat KilS the democracy in the Greek city states which first 
conceived the democratic system, he said. 

Dr. ‘Mahat.hir said democracy today took various forms: interpretations 
and .practiccs difforcd even among western liberal democrats. 

“Some consider carrying guns as a fundamental right, others consider 
lying as an absolute right, other-r; have various degrees of limitations on 
individual publ-ic behavior while others st.ill hcsit;rtc 2t ‘Legally 
recognising homosc:iual marriages and f;Imilics,” 11~ added. 

nnyt hjnq I hey do or do not do is democratic 1 
so not i:; undcmocr’at ic, ” hc said. -- more ’ 

“What. they do 
and everybody c 
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Dr Mahathir said the worst P:II-~ was t 11~ assumption t.hat. democratic 
western count ricn could foizl their- pr-inriplc\s ;hrougt! undemocratic means. , , 

They objected to ot.hcr ideologies being spread by subversion or force 
but they never hesitated to use the same methods of spreading their 
ideology, he added. 

He listed sanctions, arm-twisting and sustained campaigns .through their 
controlled mepia as' weapons used by the west to impose their values on the 
developing countries. 

Dr. Mahathir said countries in East Asia did believe in democracy and 
were anxious to practise it. But, they ,also believed in strong, stable 
governments th,at were not easily pressured. -- Bernama 
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