ht form o

From Calvin Goh
‘BEIJING, Wed. — Datuk

Seri Dr M_ah_%hiLMoha.mad-
said today while Malaysia’s
success could not be
achieved without a demo-
cratic system of Govern-
ment, it would not have
been possible without its
particular form of democra-
cy.

“Had we simply taken —
lock, stock and barrel — a
different democratic system
that might have worked
well elsewhere, we might to-
day be in deep trouble,” he
added.

Speaking at the 1994 Chi-
na Summit Meeting, he said:
“I am certain that had we
adopted the democratic sys-
tem now in place in some
Western countries, you may
not have the Prime Minister
of Malaysia in front of you
today.

“He would be too busy
dealing with riots and
bombs in the Malaysian cap-
ital, assuming that a coun-
try called Malaysia still ex-

Tn
sts.”

However, he said Malay-
sia’s democracy was far
from perfect and that was
why it had specifically iden-
tified advancement towards
a more liberal democracy as
one of the nine modernisa-
tions of its generational
plan called Vision 2020.

“But we are not weighed
down by ‘gridlock’. For al-
most all of our 37 years of
independence, we have had
stable and strong govern-
ments repeatedly elected by
the peaple.

“With strong govern-
ments, we have been able to
concentrate on doing what
is right rather than what is
popular. We have had lead-
ership that was prepared to
lead, that always had to sat-
isfy the people but never to
pander to the gallery.”

He also said Malaysia did
not have a democratic sys-
tem where the public good
had to be sacrificed to pow-
erful lobby groups.

“We are unashamedly
community-oriented. We do

not believe that the rights of
the individual come before
the rights of society,” he
said.

He added that in the coun-
try’s elections, large per-
centages turned out to vote.

“Our majorities are not
silent as in some Western
democracies. We do not
have constant, ultra-com-
bative, confrontationist
politics.

“There has always been a
strong consensual im-
pulse.”

He also said the Press in
Malaysia did not believe
that it was their job to
hound politicians, to tell lies
and to adopt at all times the
superior stance of Kking-
makers.

The ruling coalition party
has also always been broad-
based, bringing together the
widest range of political par-
ties, ensuring the widest
ethnic and geographical
representation.

“But a world which toler-
ates and even encourages
ethnic cleansing in Bosnia
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never tires of poi
the inadequacies
sian democracy.

“They seem unhap% y that
we are not assailed by the
violence and instability that
characterise most new de-
mocracies.”

He said they would love to
see “our government and
policies change with each
election, so that the uncer-
tainties would deter invest-
ments for economic
growth”.

In East Asia, he said “we
believe in democracy and

ing out
f Malay-

‘we are anxious to practise
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“But we also believe in
strong stable governments
that are not easily pres-
sured.”

He said the liberal demic-
racies of the West had 1ot
produced strong stable gov-
ernments.

On the other hand, the
countries of East Asia, in
wanting to catch up in
terms of development with
the West, need stability and
predictability.
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