
Pro tern committees1 
for> all Umno branches 
By Manan Osman, 
Sharifah Fatimah 
and Saiful 
Azhar Abdullah 
KLTAI,A 1,~MPUR. Mon 
L7mno president Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 
all trmno branches and its 
Youth and LVanita wings 
will be inanaged by pro ten1 
committees from ,July i. fol- 
lowing the recent constitu- 
ency delineation passed by 
the Dr\van Kakvat. 

Thp>- cc~mpiisecl 15.000 
Umno branches, 10,000 
youth hranchcs and 10.000 
Wanita branches. 

Twelve new divisions will 
also he set up following the 
exercise. 

Dr Maliathir said the 
State liaison chairmen 
would be asked to propose 
their m-0 tern committees. 
including those for the 12 
new divisions. to the Umno 
management committee be- 
fore thev are submitted to 
the suptemc council for ap- 
proval. 

He said thr action was 
necessary to str62mlirie the 
various branches and divi- 
sions follow ing the exercise. 

“The pro tem committees 
will m+,agc the branches 
and divisions until the gen- 
eral election. the latest by 
1995, _.. maybe earlier,” he 
said after chairing the 
Umno suprcmc council 
meeting today. 

On the Umnq general as- 
sembly. the Prlnie Minister 
said the siqreme council 
had decidecx’that it would be 
held prohabl! from NOV 17 
to “0. 

Dr Mahathir also said that 
IJmno has called on non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions and foreign MPs to ini- 

tiate efforts to resolve the 
conflict in Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina. 

He said the NGOs and 
MPs should pressure their 
Governments to take the 
necessary action to bring 
about peace in the war-torn 
country. 

He also congratulated the 
Rarisan Bertindak Bosnia 
for successfully organising 
the mass rally to demon- 
strate the support of Malay- 
sians for the Bosnian cause. 

More than 30,000 people of 
i.arious races and walks of 
life, packed Stadium Mer- 
dcka to participate in the 
rally last Monday night. 

The Prime Minister, who 
was on a two-week overseas 
trip then, had sent a mes- 
sage through his deputy Da- 

tuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim 
condemning Serbian ag- 
gressors at the rally. 

Dr Mahathir said the 
Umno sunreme council also 
expressed sadness over the 
mass killings in Rwanda 
and, supported the Covern- 
ment’s move to call on the 
United Nations to take swift 
and firm action to stop the 
tragedy. 

In Alor Star, Dr Mahathir 
told reporters at the Suitan 
Abdul Halim airport on his 
arrival for the launch of the 
nationaI-level Teachers’ 
Day celebrations that the 
Organisation of Islamic 
Conference should not wait 
until France withdraws its 
troops in Bosnia-Hcrzegovi- 
na to send its peacekeepers 
there. 

In hailing the OIC’s deci- 
sion to deploy peacekeepers 
if the French troops were 
withdrawn. Dr Mahathir 
said: 

“We should not wait until 
the French troops leave .., 
we should help them (Bosni- 
ans) as much as we could. 
For Malavsia. we do not 
wait if tie do that,,many 
people will die,” he said. 

Dr Mahathlr was com- 
menting on the stand taken 
by the OIC to deploy peace- 
keepers in Bosnia-Herzego- 
vina onIy if France decided 
to withdraw its troops. 

On the proposed six- 
month ceasefire by the 
Western countries to end 
the war in Rosnia-Herzcgo- 
vina. Dr Mahathir said if it 
could be implemented it 

should not be carried out at 
the expense of the Bosnians. 

He said the ceasefire 
should not be carried out by 
handing over the land be- 
longing to the Bosnians to 
the Serbs. 

“It has happened before ..‘ 
the land belonging to the 
Palestinians were given 
away to the Israelis. 

“It is not proper to take 
the lands belonging to the 
Bosnians to be given to the 
Serbs merely because the 
Serbs are stronger,” he said. 

France had called for a 
six-month ceasefire and sug- 
gested an independent Bos- 
nia be formed to which Bos- 
nians. Serbs and Croats 
would be joined in dconfed- 
erated state. / 
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