Helping Malaysia to play key
role in Asian communications

PM: Satellite
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will enhance
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other nations =

By Manan Osman

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. —
The Malaysia East Asia Sat-
ellite (Measat) will help fos-
ter closer relations between
Malaysia and its neighbours
as well as enhance co-opera-
tion with other Asian coun-
tries, Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mo ad
gaid today.

He said that as a regional
satellite system, Measat
would play a prominent role
in Malaysia’s contribution
towards the development of
communications in Asia.

The first satellite will be
launched next year. Dr Ma-
hathir has called for the par-
ticipation of other regional
groups for the launch of the
second satellite in 1996.

Dr Mahathir was speak-
ing at the signing ceremony
of an agreement for the
award of the contract for
Measat and satellite control
equipment between Binar-
iang Sdn Bhd and Hughes
Communications Interna-
tional Inc at Istana Hotel.

The signatories for Binar-
iang were executive direc-
tors Nordin Baharuddin and

Khoo Teng Bin while
Hughes Communications
International was repre-
sented by its chairman Ste-
phan Dorfman and Hughes
Asia-Pacific vice-president
Ted McFarland.

Also present were Ener-
gy, Telecommunications
and Posts Minister Datuk

_ Seri S. Samy Vellu and In-

formation Minister Datuk
Mohamed Rahmat.

Under the agreement,
Binariang will commission
the manufacture of two sat-
ellites by Hughes.

It will involve an invest-
ment of RM3.5 billion —
comprising the satellites
and earth station in Langka-
wi (RM1 billion) and the in-
stallation of the Global Sys-
tem for Mobile
Communications for Binar-
iang’s cellular telephone
system using digital ser-
vices.

Dr Mahathir said the Gov-
ernment would encourage a
consortium to invest in oth-
er satellite programmes
which would be launched by
other Asian countries.

“It is the Government's
wish to see close communi-

cations links in the region to
ensure that our traditional
v(aill}}es are properly protect-
ed.

He said more importantly,
Measat would bring Malay-
sia into a new era in broad-
casting services where Ma-
laysians would be able to
use the “direct to user”
(DTU) service through the
KU-band where only the
authorised receivers would
be able to receive the pro-
grammes.

The satellite system will
improve the quality of
broadcast and its technol-
ogy has enabled the Govern-
ment to license Measat un-
der the Broadcasting Act.

Dr Mahathir said that be-
sides news and entertain-
ment programmes, the DTU
service could also be used
for educational purposes.

“The broadcast of educa-
tional programmes to
schools and higher educa-
tional institutions through-
out the country and in coun-
tries covered by Measat can
help overcome the shortage
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of educational resources.”

He said the DTU service
could also improve the qual-
ity of education in the rural
areas.

For the business sector,
he said, the service could
provide up-to-date news of
the region, video conferenc-
ing and fast transmission of
financial data.

He said the entry of any
new system similar to the
KU-band into the country
would be subject to the na-
tion’s policies.

Dr Mahathir described as
“peculiar” an idea being
propagated by some guar-
ters that individual coun-
tries do not have the right to
control satellite broadcast
to the people.

He said these quarters
claimed that it was undemo-
cratic to control such broad-

ast.

He said that since the in-
vention of radio, its frequen-
cies had always been con-
trolled by the respective
Governments and they also
had the right to collect reve-
nue from those who tuned
in to their programmes.

He said the Malaysian
Government ‘had aiways
been cautious about licens-
ing communications tech-
nologies because it wanted
to ensure that the nation’s
cultural and social integrity
was protected.
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