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in the region in the 
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the Measat, communica- 
tion links throughout Ma- 
laysia, including links 
with areas far in the inte- 
rior, would become unhin- 
dered. 

IIe said the satellite 
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communications between 
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“As a regional satellite 
system, Measat will play 
the lead role in Malaysia’s 
contribution towards 
communications devclop- 

He said the Govern- 
ment would encourage 
Measat to invest in other 
satellites to be launched 
by other countries in Asia 
so that the regional com- 
munication links would be 
inter-related and inter-de- 
pendent. 

Malaysians would be 
able to use the direct-to- 
user (DTU) services 
when the satellite was 
launched, including get- 
ting high quality recep- 
tion of news and enter- 

tainment programmes. 
Besides the DTU ser 

vices, Measat-1 will also 
offer general communica- 
tions services in the Asia 
region, starting with Ma- 
laysia. 

It can provide for dis- 
tant learning, telephone, 
television and radio 
broadcast and data com- 
munication. 

Dr Mahathir said 
broadcasting licences of 
the Measat Broadcast 
Network Systems Sdn 
Bhd would incorporate 
the customary conditions 
of the Information Minis- 
try. 

He said there was now a 
new but strange concept 
whereby no longer would 
any country have the 
right to control satellite 
broadcasts. 

“It was said that it 
would be undemocratic to 
have such broadcasts un- 
der the jurisdiction of the 
local laws but in fact 
since the invention of the 
radio its broadcast has 
never once been not con- 
trolled by the Govern- 
ment,” he said. 

He added that Malaysia 

had always been cautious 
in licensing communica- 
tion technologies due to 
its concern about safe- 
guarding the nation’s cul- 
tural and social integrity. 

He said the Measat con- 
sortium was committed to 
building a reeional broad- 
casting centrYe in Malay- 
sia for video and audio 
broadcasts. 

“Utilising the rights ne- 
gotiated by Measat with 
countries within its foot- 
print, the group has given 
an undertaking to the 
Government of Malaysia 
and the other administra- 
tors in the region to build 
a truly Asian broadcast- 
ing network,” he said. 

He said Malaysia would 
lead the region in using 
the Measat design tech- 
nology effectively to li- 
cense satellite broadcast- 
ing, and deliver consum- 
er-oriented DTU services. 

Also present were En- 
ergy, Telecommunica- 
tions and Post Minister 
Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu, 
Information Minister Da- 
tuk Mohamed Rahmat 
and Binariang chairman 
Tun Haniff Omar. 
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