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ALOR STAR. Fri. ~~~ Malay- 
sia wants the Cambodian 
Government to investigate 
the bombim incident at the 
Malaysia< Embassy in 
Phnom Penh to establish 
the motive behind it, Prime 
Minister Ra.tuk Se.ri Dr Ma- 
hathir Mohamad said today. 
7% saia M&llaySia wanted 
to know whether the bomb- 
ing was targeted at Malay- 
sia or someone else. 

“If the Malaysian Embas- 
sy is the target of the bomb- 
ing, we want to know who is 
the actual target and why,” 
Dr Mahathir said when 
asked to comment on the 
incident which occurred at 
1.30am yesterday. 

Speaking to reporters at 
the Sultan Abdul Halim air- 
port here, the Prime Minis- 
ter said so far the Govern- 
ment has yet to establish 
the motive of the bombing. 

“The Cambodian Govern- 
ment will investigate the in- 
cident,” he said, adding that 
he had not received a de- 
tailed report apart from be- 
ing informed verbally about 
the incident. 

The Malaysian Embassy 
was attacked with a hand 
grenade. However, no one 
was reported hurt. The at- 
tack caused slight damage 
to the chancellery building 
and Cambodian police are 
investigating. 

Asked to comment on re- 
ports of Britain’s plan to 
withdraw its peacekeeping 
troops if there was no solu- 
tion to the problem in Bos- 
nia-Herzegovina, Dr Ma- 
hathir said if British 
soldiers were not willing to 
face the danger in the war- 
tom couqtry, there was ~0 
poezaskmg them to remain 

“The only thing we want 
is they (Britain) should not 
block efforts by other na- 
tions .o send their peace- 
keeps . s on religious excuses 
or any other reason. 

“The most imnortant sub- 
ject now is to g&e an oppor- 
tunity to the Bosnians to 
arm themselves and ade- 

uate time to train to defend 
B t emselves. 

“This is their right under 
the United Nations’ Char- 
ter, every nation has a right 
to defend itself.” 

Asked whether the Or- 
pisation pf Islamic Con- 
erence (OX) should be al- 

into bombing 

lowed to send peacekeepers 
to replace the British troops 
if they decided to withdraw, 
he said: “Probably OIC 
could replace them.” 

Dr Mahathir said he want- 
ed the United Nations to 
support replacement from 
other countries if Britain 
g;c21w its peacekeeping 

“We do not want to hear 
that when the British neace- 
keepers are withdrawi~, the 
UN does not support a re- 
placement and the Bosnians 
are exposed to be slau h- 

5l terrd by the Serbs as if t e 
UiJi;;sfollowing orders from 

“If that ha pens, I think it 
is useless to f: ave the UN.” 

Asked on reports that 
there was opposition to the 
admission of Parti Demo- 
kratik Sabah (PDS) and P.ar- 
ti Bersstu Kakyat Sabah 
(PBRS) into Barisan Na- 
sional, Dr Mahathir said he 
could not say whether he 
agreed or not (to the admis- 
sion) because the decision 
depended on the Barisan 
Nasional and its component 
parties. 

“I believe all parties will 
accept the views of the ma- 
jority and we also consider 
consensus,” adding that 
there was still chance for 
PDS to be in the BN. 

It was reported today that 
Angkatan Keadilan Rakyat 
(Akar) would block the ad- 
mission of PDS led by Datuk 
Bernard Dompok and PBRS 
led by Datuk Joseph Kurup 
into the BN. 

Dr Mahathir and his wife 
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah 
Mohd Ali will celebrate the 
Hari Raya Aidiladha with 
the people in his Kubang 
Pasu constituency tomor- 
row. 

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti 
Hasmah will host an open 
house at Dewan Jitra in Ji- 
tra, 22km from here, from 
loam to lpm and 2pm to 
3pm. 

Dr Mahathir and his wife 
arrived here this evening. 
They were welcomed on ar- 
rival by Menteri Besar Tan 
Sri Osman Aroff and State 
Executive Councillors Da- 
tuk Abdul Rahman Ibrahim 
Datuk Syed Razak Syed 
Zain, Datuk Azizan Taib 
and Syeikh Alias Mustapha. 

Dr Mahathir later pro- 

ceeded to his residence at 
Titi Gqjah where he handed 
over four head of cattle for 
sacrifice in conjunction 
with the Hari Raya. 

The Prime Minister will 
attend the Hari Raya pray- 
ers at Masjid Zahir tomor- 
row morning. 
.In +$a Lumpur, For- 

~~f$f~$t~a~$$&l~~ 
laysia had sought the co- 
operation of the Cambodian 
Foreign Ministry and police 
to identify those responsible 
for the grenade attack on 
the embassy. 

In addition, the embasss 
has tightened security pend- 
ing the outcome of the in- 
vestigation. 

Describing the attack as 
disheartening and sad. he 
said it had not been estab- 
lished if it was a random 
attack on a foreign embas- 
SY. 

“Neither have we been 
able to confirm if the attack 
was s ecifically targeted at 
the alaysian misslon. We d 
have also-no information on 
the motive behind the 
move.” he added. 

Abdullah said no group or 
individual had come for- 
ward to claim responsibility 
for the attack. 

“Normally they do, but 
thev have not in this case.” 
he fold newsmen at his of- 
free at the Ministry here. 

Abdullah also said that 
the embassy staff did not 
receive any threat, verbal or 
written, prior to the inci- 
dent. 

The mission has a staff of 
10 but most are residing out- 
side the embassy premises. 
This is the first attack on a 
foreign mission since the 
UN-sponsored elections al- 
most-one year ago. 

Such attacks using small 
arms were common during 
the run-up to the elections 
and it was believed to be an 
intimidation tactic against 
foreign 
portive o f 

overnments sup- 
such a democratic 

exercise. 
Malaysia is one of the 

most active regional players 
involved in the peace pro- 
cess in Cambodia. 

Abdullah said the embas- 
sy would continue with its 
daily operations despite the 
attack as the situation was 
under control. _- 
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