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MALAYSIA WTJ,J, REMAIN UNITED ANI) PROGRESSTVF IJNBRR RTGJJT 1,EADERS 

w- 
UJALA LIJMFUR, NAY 22 (Rernama) -- Prime Minister ktuk Seri Dr Mahathjr 

Mohamad is confident that Mal.aysia, with j ts mult.i-racial pop=?%%-1 

remain united and progressive ii t.h the right. leadership. 
He sai d Malaysi a ’ s fntnre leaders in the ?l.st century faced manifold 

challenges of mai.nt.aini.ng the count,ry’s economic prosperity and keeping its 
mu1 ti.-raci al ‘p&l a ti.on close1 y uni ted. 

The task of keeping the nat.ion united was the great.est. challenge of 
thi s veneration and was particularly tough, given t.he different. ethnic, 
rel.igi.ous and cul. tura3 groups, nr Mahathir said when opening the, two-day 

’ Wor1.d J,eadershi.p Conference, here, tonight. 
“It will be no less a challenge for future generations of Malaysians. 

We should ‘t.herefore look at conditions i.n Bosnia, Rwanda, the former JJSSR 
and others to real ise the consequences of tribal, ethnic and religious 

, conf 1 i.cts, ” he said. 
He also said t.he country, could not. afford to be complacent and lose its 

international competitiveness that had led the World Economic Forum to rank 
it as t.he fourth most competi t:ive nation in the world. -- more 
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“Malaysia is a ‘lucky *count.r.y but. our success di.d not come through luck 
’ a’lone. Ma1 aysi.a is a success t.oday because of t.he courage and wisdom of our 

past. 1 eaders who were prepared to embrace change and motivate our people t.o 
accept. change, ” he said. 

“however, now tha‘t’ we are on the threshol d of the 21 s 1: ten t.ury , we need 
to do more. We must, look to the future wi,th confidence .and commitment.” 

He described the conference organi sed by the Asian S’tra tegy and 
Leadership 1nsti.tut.e (Asli) as very timely as t.he 21st century would be the 
Asian centnry and an age of Asian leadership as t.he conti.nent. emerged as 
the primary driver of t.he global. economic growth. 

He said he hoped that. while Western experts studied the remarkable 
growt.h and progress of East, Asia, .they would not. try to impose Western 
norms and s t.andards . 

“As young nations evolving our own systems of values and practices, We 
need to maintain our rapid progress. We should always be ready to learn 
from others but the %hoi.ccs should be ours t.o make,” he stressed. -- more 
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Dr Mahathir said continued peace and st.abiJi t.y were vital in East Asia 
to protect. the gains the region had achieved, wi thout. which t.here could be 
no long-t.erm economic growt.h. 

He said jt was a big challenge for leaders to motivate their- followers 
wit.h a vision that. could provide 
their ntt.it.udes and hehaviour. 

s t.ra tegic di rect.i on and he1 p t,hem change 

Companies and countries alike must. therefore renew t.hcmselves t.hrough 
carefully-pl.anned 1 eadership development. and succession pJ.annj.ng, he saj.d 
and urged Malaysian entrepreneurs and chj.ef executive off jeers to plan for 
order7 y succession to achieve successful. organisat.ionnJ renewal. 

Dr Mahathir said that another key dimension of leadershjp that. needed 
t.o ho suf fi.ci ently addressed was business or management, ethics. 

He also said t.hat Malaysian companies must st,ri.ve t.o he more innovat.ive 
and creat.i.ve as the two aspects were key success 
management.. -- more 

.factors for 21st, century 
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Dr Mahathir told t.he gat.herj.ng that education and human resource 
development. would remain the cornerstone of, Ma1 aysi a’s yl ans a.nd strategies 
i.n the years to come and the country wan ted to deveJ op 1 nto a regional. 
centre of esell.ence -for educatj.on. 

He said Malay,sia welcomed the participatfon of foreign Universities and 
traini.ng provjdcrs to come not. on1.y to t.ra3.n its 13 mi Ilion populatxon hut. 

also to use Malaysia as the base for Southeast, Asia. -- Bernama 
TC1.r JK 
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