
valaysia, Tunisia to step up 
tr;mde’~anld .Eilateral relationd 
By Far”% Khan field of economy, science 

and technology, investment 
and industrialisation. 

Statistics for 1993 showed 
that Tunisia’s total trade 

sia Industrial Development 
Authority (Mida), the Stan- 
dards and Industrial Re- 
search Institute of Malavsia 

trv. Matters concerning Tu- 

~ KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - 
Malaysia and Tunisia today 
laid the foundation for im- 
proved trade relations and 
bilateral co-operation in 
other fields. 

(Sirim) and similar agencies 
in Tunisia. 

nisia are .now handled by 
the Malaysian embassy in 
Rome. Tunisia uses its em- 
bassy in Jakarta to handle 
matters concerning Malay- 
sia. 

In expressing their com- 
mitment, Prime Minister 
Dluk Seri Dr Mahathir Mo- 
hamad and his Tunisian 
counterpart, Dr Hamed Kar- 
oui, who is on a three-day 
official visit to Malaysia, 
paved the way for the imple- 
mentation of a number of 
programmes to achieve the 
goal. 

Their determination was 
‘marked with the signing of 

’ an agreement and a Memo- 
randum of Understanding 
‘immediately after their 46 
minute meeting at the 
/ Prime Minister’s Denart- 
ment. 

Foreign Minister Datuk 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 
signed on Malaysia’s behalf 
while Tunisia was repre- 
sented by 2s Minister of 
Planning xnd Regional De- 
velopme;it, Mr Mustapha 
Kamel Nabli. 

Abdullah told a Press con- 
ference later that the agree- 
mept signed was to intensi- 
fy their co-operation in the 

with Malaysia stood at 
RM16.47 million. its total 
imports from ‘Malaysia 
RM12.49 million and its total 
exports RM3.98 million. 

“The two leaders also 
agreed to set up a joint com- 
mission to explore the possi- 
bility of bilateral co-opera- 

0 SMALL COUNTRIES 
MUST UNITE TO 
VOICE THEIR 
ANXIETY ON ISSUES, 
SAYS PM: P2 

tion in other fields in the 
future,” he said. 

The MoU was to establish 
co-operation between vari- 
ous agencies of the two 
countries. Deputy Minister 
in the Prime Minister’s De- 
partment Datuk Abang Abu 
Bakar Mustapha signed for 
Malaysia while Tunisia was 
represented by its Secretary 
of State for Scientific Re- 
search and Technology, Mr 
Mongi Safra. 

For a start, such co-opera- 
tion will involve the Malay- 

The two countries will 
also set up a centre to joint- 
ly promote export and estab- 
lish bilateral co-oneration in 
tertiary education in the 
fields of science, technology 
and religion. 

“Tunisia has offered 
places in their Ez-Zitouna 
University for our students 
while we provide them 
olaces in our institutes of 
higher learning, especially 
the International Islamic 
University.” 

Abdullah said Tunisia 
would also send their offi- 
cers for attachment with the 
Tun Ismail Atomic Re- 
search Centre (Puspati) in 
Bangi in their joint efforts 
to use nuclear energy for 
peaceful purposes. 

Dr Karoui, he said, had 
also suggested that Malay- 
sia set up a Malaysian Ex- 
ternal Trade Development 
Corporation (Matrade) in 
Tunisia for the promotion of 
bilateral trade, which Ma- 
laysia would consider. 

Abdullah said Malaysia 
would also consider setting 
up an embassy in the coun- 

The two leaders, he said, 
also expressed their com- 
mitment to work towards 
achieving continuous peace 
in Muslim countries and to 
seek iust settlement for war- 
torn Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Malaysia and Tunisia are 
among the countries which 
have committed their 
troops for peacekeeping in 
the former Yugoslavia. 

They also expressed dis- 
pleasure over the current 
misconception of Islam and 
the Muslim world by the 
West and their (the two 
leaders) desire to correct the 
wrong impression. 

Dr Karoui, who arrived 
vesterdav with his wife. Ra- 
kaa and” a lo-member dele- 
gation, was given a ceremo- 
nial welcome at Parliment 
Square here this morning 

Dr Karoui and his vife 
were met on arrival at the 
square by Dr Mahathii, Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mo- 
hamed Ali and Abdullah. 
Deputy Health Minister Da- 
tuk Farid Ariffin was the 
Minister in Attendance. 
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