Dr Mahathir: We are
on the right track to
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creating caring society

By Vijayan Menon
and Raja Emylia

KUALA LUMPUR. Thurs. --
Maltaysia has already been
able to achieve the caring
society conceps 10 a certain
exteat, Prime Minister Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad sald today.

He said this was evident
from the spontaneous and
cenerous response to chari-
tabic causes by Malaysians.

‘Many do not hesitate to
donate rnillions of ringgit
for a4 noble cause and this
reflects the caring spirit.
This is a good sign and fos-

“lering this spirit of giving is
also the aim of the Govern-
meant.

“However, Ae have to en-
sure that thi irit prevails.
As long as we hiave this spir-
it we will be a stable and
peaceful society,” he said at
a tea reception hosted for
disabled artistes as well as
donors who have contribut-
ed to the Disabled Arts Fund
at Hotel Istana here.

Dr Mahathir said every-

one should feel indebted to
society.

“We should remember
that everything we own is
only temporary. We are
merely guardians of what-
evar property we may have
accumulated in this world.
The wealth does not belong
to us.

“We are merely given
charge of it and should ad-
minister it in such a way
that it benefits society.
When society requires our
help, we must be willing to
readily contribute.”

Dr Mahathir said every-
one in the world was dis-
abled one way or another.

“For instance, if one does
not have the right attitude
or behaviour or has other
shortcomings, one is dis-
ablad to that extent.”

However, he said, physi-
cally disabled people have
faculties which were more
deveioped than normal peo-
ple.

“We shouldd not focus on
their shortcomings but in-
stead capitalise on their

sharper taculties so that
they can contribute to soci-
ety.”

Dr Mahathir said Malay-
sians should be gratetul
that the country was consid-
ered developed among de-
veloping nations and en-
joyed peace, stability and
prosperity.

“Although we are pros-
perous we are still generous
and willing to help those
who are underprivileged.”

Dr Mahathir and his wife
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohamed Ali were also en-
tertained to dances and
songs by artistes from the
Selangor School for the
Deaf, Penang Special Educa-
ticn School and the Cheras

Rehabilitation Centre for
the Disabled.
Songs belted by blind

singer Alfred Ho was one of
the highlights of the eve-
ning. e

Also present were Nation-
al Unity and Social Develop-
ment Minister Datuk Nap-
siah Omar and her deputy
Datuk Alex Lee.
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