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tic said this was evident 
from the spontaneous and 
‘:tlnerrJus res;?onje to chari- 
tatiic causes bv Malavsians. 

Many do llot h&ate to 
ctcmatt~ tnillions of ringgit 
ft.tr ;I Iloblr. c;IILse and this 
rrflects thr ~xririg spirit. 
‘This is a good sign and fos- 

+ ‘le: ing this spirit I-J~ giving is 
ah the aim of the Govern- 
rn2nt. 

iiOWC>Vti.“. - . f  t’ tlilVP to en- 
sure that thi: ;pu-it prevails. 
As long x KC have this spir- 
it we will bc: a stable and 
pts~rful socicbty.” he said at 
a tea recqjtion hosted for 
disablrd artistes as well as 
donors who have contribut- 
ed to the Disabled Arts Fund 
at tlotel Istana here. 

Dr Mahathir said every- 

one should feel indebted to 
society. 

“We should remember 
that everything we own is 
onlv temporary. We are 
merely guardians of what- 
ever property we may have 
accumulated in this world. 
The wealth does not belong 
tn IIS. 

“We are merely given 
charge of it and should ad- 
minister it in such a wav 
that it benefits society. 
When society requires our 
help. we must be willing to 
readily contribute.*’ 

Dr Mahathir said every- 
one in the world was dis- 
abled one way or another. 

“For iustancc. if one does 
not have the riiht attitude 
or behariour ai has other 
shorrc ,nings, one is dis- 
abled to that extent.” 

Hone:. sr. he said, physi- 
caliy d~bled people have 
fat:ulIies which were more 
developed than normal peo- 
ple. 

“We d~uki not fcrus on 
their ::cortcomings but in- 
stead capitalise on thei] 

sharper taculties so that 
they can contribute to soci- 
ety.” 

Dr Mahathir said Malav- 
sians should be grateful 
that the country was consid- 
ered developed among dr- 
reloping nations and en- 
joyed peace, stability and 
prosperity. 

“Although we are pros- 
perous we are still generous 
and willing to help those 
w-ho are underurivileecd.” 

Dr Mahathir and h& wif? 
Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah 
Mohamed Ali were also en- 
tertained to dances and 
songs by artistes from the 
Selangor School for tht, 
Cea:‘, Pc-nang Special Educa- 
tion ~chuo~ and the C’hrtras 
Rehabilitation Centrc fol 
tbe Disabled. 

Sungs belted by blind 
singer Alfred Ho was one of 
the highlights of the eve- 
ning. 

Also prestint were Nat.ion- 
al Unity and Social Develop- 
ment Minister Datuk Nap- 
siah Omar and her drputy 
Datuk Alex Lee. 
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