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Mahathir-coconut 
JIJVERSTFY THE USE CJF THE COCONUT PRIJTT, SAYS PM 
hm 
II\NCKAWI May ?I&rn~md 

e_) 

I. I *, , , c -- I)af:uk Seri l!r -hamad said today 
efforts sh6uld he intensified to divtirs-i?y the 11se of the coconut fruit to 
fnrther develnp the coconut. indnst.ry. 

The Prime Mi.nister said that. the coconut industry could be made more 
vjable if efforts were not. co?centrat:ed only on producing young cnconnt 
fruits for the juice or the production of coconut oil. 

The coconut husks cou?d also he fully ut.iliserl, he said when launching 
the Tnternational Coconut Festival and the Farmers, T,ivestock TIree!ders and 
Fishermen Water Sport.s CarniVa3. '94 in Kuah here. 

TIr Mahathir also said that cor!onnt. trees could he grown only for its 
shoots to he used in ,sal:?ds. 

' 'Tn this respect:, he said' that. t.hk Ayricnlt.nre Ministry conl.d condnct. a . 

research to come up with clones of coconut trees t.hat. conld produce shoots 
wit.hin two or three years. -- more 
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Mahathir-coconut 2 Langkawi 

He said that. the shoots cauld be scientifically processed and canned t.o 
be marketed. 

Comment.ing on t.he young coconut promotinn, he said' that it was so 
success'ful that supply could not meet. the demand. 

However, he said, effort..'; should he made to fllrt.her improve q11alit.y. 
He said that. t.he young coconuts offered for sale should he carverl t.o 

make t.hem more at.tract.ive and light for t.he convpnietice of t:hts consumers. 
On the festival, Dr Mahathir said t.hat: it. should be made an annual or 

, biennial affair as it. had proved t.o he a qhotl xav t.o ai:I:r-act: t.ol1rist.s to 
the resort. island. -- more- 
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Mahathir-coconut. 3 (last) Langkawi 

Earlier, Agriculture Minist.er Datuk Seri Sanusi Jun 
festival was proof that t.he agricul t.urnl sector could . . 

id said t.hat t.he 
make positjve 

contributions in promoting the tourjsm sector in the country. 
He said that. nine count.ries jncluding Maldives, Papua New Guinea, 

Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Fiji and Malaysia were parti,cipating in the fest.ival 
first. held jn 1987. 

I',ater, IIr Mahathir launched t.hree 1,angkawi Development Aut.horit.y {Lada) 
f err-y boat.s at t.he Kuah je!tty. s 

The three ferry boats -- ftadil J', Lada TT and l,ada TTT -- cost.ing RMIl 
million each, 
-- Rernama 

will nperate from Kual a Kedah and Koala' Perlis to i,angkani. 
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