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LANGKAWI, Sat. — Prime
Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ma-
hathir Mohamad want§ all
fiie relevant authorities to
co-operate positively to en-
8 the smooth implemen-
tation of development pro-
jects.

He said the relevant au-
thorities should eliminate
the negative hiabit of trying
to show/cff their powers by
taking unnecessary and
overzeatous actions which
could hamper the progress
of development projects.

Dr Mahathir said some
authorities exercised their
powers unnecessarily, put-
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ting pressure on developers
to conform to formalities
and took action when devel-
opers failed to adhere to
their directives.

“This is a negative and
wrong attitude. We must
give positive co-operation so
that projects can be impie-
mented speedily,” the Prime
Minister said when launch-
ing Ekran Berhad’'s RM1 bil-
lion Port Langkas®¥ka pro-
ject, a gigantic marina
developmen: scheme, at Ku-
ala Muda.

Also present at the
launching were his wife Da-
tin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mo-
hamed Ali, Menteri Besar
Tan Sri Osman Aroff, Trans-
port Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik, Agricuiture
Minister Datuk Seri Sanusi
Junid, Ekran Berhad execu-
tive chairman Datuk Ting
Pek Khiing, Port Langka-

suka Development chair-
man Datuk Abdul Halil Mu-
talib and State Executive
Councillors Datuk Abu Ba-
kar Taib and Datuk Syed
Razak Syed Zain Barakbah.

Dr Mahathir said develop-
ment projects, including
those in Langkawi, were for
the benefit of the people,
especially the people of Ke-
dah.

“We should have a posi-
tive attitude towards this
(project) by giving our full
co-cperation so that this
project is implemented
speedily,” he said.

Dr Mahathir hoped no-
body would stand in the
way of the Port Langkasuka
project which was sched-
uled to be completed in five
years — but the Prime Min-
ister hoped “Ting can com-
plete it earlier”.

Development projects in

Langkawi did not only bene-
fit the people of Langkawi
but all Malavysians.

The Government had
spent nearly RM1 billion on
the island on infrastructure
— money that was contrib-
uted by the people who paid
taxes.

Describing Langkawi as
the fastest growing area in
the nation, Dr Mahathir
said he was very satisfied
with progress on the island.

“Before, there were be-
tween 20,000 and 30,000 visi-

tors to Langkawi, but today

more than one million tour-
ists stream to the island.

“Langkawi residents ben-
efit from this development
and they are eager to dis-
pose of their property at at-
tractive prices,” the Prime
Minister said, in a lighter
vein.

On the Port Langkasuka

|

project which involves the
development of marinas,
commercial complexes, resi-
dential homes and the ex-
pansion of the Langkawi In-
ternational Airport runway,
Dr Mahathir said the idea !
for the project was mooted |
when he visited France |
where a tourism project was |

I

developed using the recla-

mation method.

He said the idea was suit-
able for Langkawi which did
not have much land.

Dr Mahathir praised Ting :

for the courage to take up
such a major project.

“This idea had been
brought up many times and
most people merely lauded
it but Ting showed the cour-
age to undertake the pro-
ject,” he added. Ting later
briefed Dr Mahathir on the

components of the pZoject at
the construction sice. ‘
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