
PO& win ‘indication of general _e 
L,ANGKAWI, Sun. ~ Datuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir &&mad 
today &id Gxarisan Na- 
sional’s victory in the Shah- 
bandar Raya by-election re- 
flects the support of the 
pcTopl(* and serv(3 as an ind- 
cation of the outcome of thr 
c‘0ining g,.llrral elcctiou. 

on would come under 
tremendous pressure in the 
general election. 

“That is why the Opposi- 
tion is scared to contest in 
the Shahbandar Raya seat 
but they fielded their proxy 
to test the water to find out 
whether its cold or hot. 

“I guess now the water is 
hot and boiling _.. they (Op- 
pOsiticJn) should not simply 
field candidates in seats 
which they have no chame 
of winning,” he said. 

Ijr Mahathir said this to 
r ,kJorters when asked PC: h,:s 
~ommeuts on the Bariszz’s 
thumping win in the 5i:ai:- 
bandar Raya by-election 
\vh!~ s.s. rkiJ:igOpal SZ- 

cured 13,909 votes to defeat 
independents Subari Saman 
and M. Pu Palan Muthu- 
samy by an overwhelming 
majority of 10,829 votes. 

The Prime Minister was 
speaking to reporters at the 
Langkawi International 
Airport at the end of a. dav- 
long private visit to the is- 
land. 

Dr Mahathir congsituiai- 
ed the hardworking 3risan 
workers and said their hard. 
work had been rewarded 
with a resounding viatory. 

Asked whether the indiz- 
tion from the by-electic;i 
would inspire the Govern- 
ment to call for a;i eariy 
general election. Dr Ma- 

hathir said: “The obvious 
indication is December next 
year because we could not 
go further than that.” 

On BN’s preparations for 
the election, Dr Mahathir 
said the coalition was ever 
readv for it. 

“That is why when there 
is a byelection, nobody is 
brave enough (to contest). 
Our machiner- is readv for 
the eiection.” 

In Shah Alam, Deputy 
Frime Minister Datuk Seri 
Anwar Ibrahim congratu- 
lated Selangor Menteri Be- 
sar Tan Sri Muhammad Mu- 
hammad Taib on the 
victory. 

Anwar, ivho is Umno dep- 

uty president, said the vic- 
tory of Rajagopal, was due 
to Muhammad’s leadership 
and the strong support of 
the people as well as the co- 
operation given by BN com- 
ponent parties. 

He said this when launch- 
ing World Consumers’ Day 
organised by the Umno con- 
sumers bureau, 

Muhammad attributed 
the victory to the intense IO-. 
day campaigning where the 
coalition’s representatives 
managed to address the is- 
sues highlighted by the Op- 
position 

He said the victory was 
another feather in the cap 
for the coalition and indicat- 

election outcome’ 
ed the people’s continued 
confidence in the Govern- 
ment led by Dr Mahathir. 

The majority scored this 
time was astounding a!- 
though the major Opposi- 
tion parties decided not to 
field any candidates leaving 
two independent candidates 
in the frav. 

Muhammad said the State 
Government would fulfill 
its promises made during 
the campaign and hoped the 

Ii 
eople would sup ort 
arrsan in the fort R 

the 
coming 

general election. 
The Menteri Besar said he 

had directed Rajagopal to 
play his role by getting clos- 
er to the constituents and 

identifying their problems. 
MIC president Datuk Seri 

S. Samy Vellu who thanked 
the constituents for ensur- 
ing a bigger BN majority 
said Rajagopal would carry 
out his work of servicing the 
peo le and resolving their 
pro lems. & 

He said if Rajagopal did 
not carry out his responsi- 
bilities and duties as a State 
Assemblyman and serve the 
people, then he would not be 
nominated for the coming 
general election. 

In Johor Bar-u, MCA presi- 
dent Datuk Seri Dr Ling 
Liong Sik said the Barisan 
victory was expected and 
that it showed the people 

had made the right choice. 
The victory also showed 

that the people had made 
the choice in the interest of 
stability, progress and pros- 
perity, he told reporters af: 
~ete~~~nCOnVOCatlOn Of KoleJ 

In K&a Lumpur,, Opposi- 
tion leader Lim Kit Siang 
described the by-election as 
a setback for the Barisan as 
voter turnout was only 48.25 
per cent and was a reflec- 
k&of no confidence m the 

,,H,“;!g$ ‘,“,a;;?&g 
the MIC in view of the many 
scandals the party was em- 
broiled in. 
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