
CNS9220 
R GE 30-05 00352 ED622 
aae the 

(EMBARGO: For rel.ease after OOGlhrs, May 31.) c 4 

Repeat. to change c1at.e in dateline. _. 
Mahathir-China 
STNO-MAI,AYSTA TIES INCREASED RY LEAPS, SAYS PM 

9 
% KIJALA LIJMPIJR, May 30 ( ernama) -- The bi 1 atera rel a ti ens xtween , , 

Malaysia and China have reach4 a new 1 eve1 of unrlerst.and-in~ and 
coopera t.i on,,, and the two countrj es Slli~lllil t.ake pride in the :t.eady 
devel oprqent , J!a%uk .T)1’t:hi r mamad sai cl. 

He said in the last. five years, bilateral relations have .!creased by 
leaps and bounds in many fi el (1s. of coopera t.i.on . 

“I am confjdent this 'trend wil'l be farther rejnforced in me years to '- 
come," he said in a two-page' let.t.er t.0 Chinese Premier 1,i P! I'J on t.he 
occasion of the ?Ot.h anniversary ,of diplomatic ties between :he two 
countries. 

His let.t.er was released by w-isma Put.ra. 
Formal ties were sealed in Beijing on May 31, 1974, hy th 1 ate Tun 

Abdul Razak, then Malaysian fri.me Mini,ster, and his t.hen Ch !ese 
, ,count.erpart, t.he late Chow En-Lai . -- more . * I . 6 

- Mahathir-China 3 (last) Kuola Lumper (EMBARGO) 

Dr Mahat.hir paid tribute to Raz,ak’s’vision and courage in :laking 
Malaysia the first. Asean country t.o normalise ties wi t.h Chi.! I. 

“I believe credit for the development of the escellent re- jt.ions 
between Malaysia and Chi.na should also go to the pragmatic ; Id 
outward-looking leadership of China,” he said. 

He said the policy of friendly relat.ions wi th nei.ghbouri.n~ count.ries 
has encouraged positive developments in bilat.eral rel,ations! ps, 
particularly in recent years. 

Bot,h Malaysia and China cou1.d %ake pride i.n t.he steady de.. :lopment. of 
mutually satisfying relations over the last, two decades, al’ lough links 
between them actually go back a long way in hi.story, he addI !. 

Apart. from the rapid increase in economic cooperation, tr;. ie and 
investment., Dr Mahathir said cooperati.on in other fields sue .! as t.ourism, 
cultural exchanges and people-to-people contacts would furti :I- encourage 
better understanding and fri,endship. 

Foreign Minister Bat.uk Ahdullah Ahmad Badawi al so sent a I ?ssage on t.he 
occasion to his Chinese count,erpart and Vi.ce-Premier $i an Q :hsn. -- 
Bernama 
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