
CNS9585 
U GE 31-05 001.67 EA.725 
aae tbe 

Mahathir-manpoxer G P‘ 

QUALlTY GF WORKFORCE TS TJJF ROAJ-J TO ECONOMJC SIJCCESS, SF.‘: S MAJJATJJTR 
s+ 

KUALA LUMPIJR, May 31 (Bernama) -- Prime Minister patnk ?c.ri Dr Mahathlr 
Mohamad said today the quality of the rorkfarcc? is ea.. pcent< :31,ly t.he decisive 
element in a country’s road t.0 economic success and prospf ! i ty. 

“Tmprovi ng the qua1 i t.y of the yorkforce i s , <n a nutshe! I , what: human 
resource development. (HRJJ! is all about,” he said when oprving the 
German-Malaysian Tnsti.t.ut.e, a joint venture between t.he Mi.! aYsi an 
government and the Federal RepnhXic of Germany, here. 

Dr Mahathir said the yo * vei.nment. placed strong emphasj s c r HRD “because 
of our belief t.hat the population represents our ultimate resource.” 

llnder the Sixth Malalrsia P?.an, about. 13 per cent. of t.he ! ederal 
government, development, budget. was allocated for education ;.nd training, he 
added. 

This was a relatively high proportion of development. ex: !-ndi ture, and 
compared favourahly .with all international standards, he :; id. -- more 
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Dr M’a’hathir said apart. from the government., 
of the country ’ s workf nrce .i nyol ved many 

the educati (?. and training 
players such as li.n employers, " 

workers, schools, training institutions, unions and even 1 :;rents. , i 
, a .‘:SkiIl development i.s, however, very of-ten percei.ved as ; he damnin and 
responsi hi1 i t.y of the government;', he added. 

He s-aid workers too must real.$ se their own JIRD responsil : 1 i ti es. 
“If our workers are to adapt t.o t.he new work environment. they must, 

begin to pl.ay their part i.n mnl:eria?isi.ng that. training cJ.:t.ure ” he sai.d. 
IIr Mahat.hj r said workers should seek to improve t.heir st : ndari of 

li.ving not: through sitnp1.y demanding hjghc 
” their productivity. 

.r wages hut: t.hso1:r.h improving . 
Productivity came not; only through the use of more capit :: 1, better work 

organisa tj ons and proper work a t.t.i tildes but more important .i ;r by workers and 
their employers i.nvesti ng j n ski1 I development. 
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Even as developing countries like Malaysia continue to el:&asi.se the 
importance of cost competi.tj.veness and the need to promote groduct.ivi.t.y 
through hard work and sacrifices, there yere attempts by s.xe to l.ink trade 
with ;.nt.ernatj onal labour s tandardn, Dr Mahat.hl’.r said. 

“Tf these attempts succeed, income for a few may go up, .: It most. are 
likely to be unemployed. The disparity between the rich an I the poor will. 
be. enhanced,” he sai.d. 

He added that an integral part of competence was social ::)mpetency, and 
this had to be emphasised. because it touched on the. core v !‘ue system. 

“The development of the values and the at, ti t.udes of the ,: juntry ’ s 
manpower must become a necessary component. of all training ;)rogrammes,” he 
said. 

Dr Maha t.hj r said ski.ll. delivery jnsti tutions must. insti t:j’:s greater 
collaboration wi th i.ndust.ry to keep pace wi th techno ogi ca 
inpus try and thei r correspondi.ng manpower needs. 

advances i.n 

8 . This was necessary as recent findings in many developed .:dust.rialised 
countries reveal.4 that nearly ‘h’al.f of t.he skill of t.schni.:.~l workers 
became obsolete within three to seven years of forma?,: educ..’ ion and 
training. -- more 
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This phenomenon, 1.argel.y due to the rapi di t,y of techno o: coal change, 
had resulted i.n rapidly changing job cont.ent, he said. 

Dr Mahathir said the setting up of the German-Malaysian YIst.itute (GM11 
came at a very fortuj tous per; od of Mal aysi a ‘s economi c hi .: .ory. 

“The openj.ng of GMT represents another mi.lest.one in our 1 ~ntillu~ng 
effort. to invest in human capita!. formation in order to re !;jse higher 
levels of economic growth and human development.,” he added. 

hater , speaking to reporters, Dr Mahathj r said Ma1 ays:i a ; :3 corned more 
such institutions to be set.up here on joint, venture basis. 

This was j.n l.j.ne wi,t,h the government’s move to make Mala .:ri.a a centre 
for education. 

Dr Mahathir said he had discussed xi th German: J’S Minjst.e~ for Economic 
Cooperation and Development Carl-Diet.er Spranger, who was ::resent at the 
ceremony, about. the possibility of having twinning program:. ?s between 
Malaysian and German, universities and insti tutions of high,=c 1 earning. 

Spranger to1.d reporters that h:i s gov.e’rnment would study : .le request. -- 
Bernama 
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