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PRESERVE RACTAL HARMONY, SAYS MAWATHIR

bm q . o y
KOTA KINABALU, May 3t %Bernama) -~ Prime Minister Ratuk feri Nr

Mahathir Mohamad today urged the people to preserve racia’ harmony, saying
Tights and riots would only bring loss to all" -

He said the riots and killings taking place in many cour ries would
only cause those nations to remain backward and he used by others,

i r1v those selling arms. '
paggignéigléers will suffgr loss when there_are fights anc r1ots: Theﬁ
will not bring any good to anyone, be they in governmﬁnt -~ outside § e])
government," he said when closing the "Pesta Ka;matan (H.: ~vest Festival

n Hongkod Koisaan in Penampang hear here.
at"gggtgezzamatag“ is observed for a month every May to szfnal_the end of
the harvest in Sabah, particularly by the Kgdazan/Dusun cg@munlty.

Dr Mahathir said he was happy that Malayslans are able ) preserve .
harmony through the celebration of various festivals thou;1 they are 0
various cultures and religions. -- more
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He citéd examples of riots and mass killings in ssveral countries,
saying some people were even prepared to kill their neighlours regardless
wvhether they were adults or children. =

The prime minister said developed countries could no lcuger be depended:”

. npon to resolve racial strife in any country.

" "Previously, developed countries wanted to help resolve the strife by
sending their troops but now we can no longer trast any cf the developed
countries which have all along talked of human rights.

"We cannot locok for help from outside vhen there are ricts. When there
are riots, they flee. They no longer give protection,” he said. -- more
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Dr Mahathir said he was happy that the people in Sabah »nd Sarawak
comprising the varions races, were living in harmonv. '

fTF does not matter if there is a small degree of diffe: onces in
opinion. We have our rights because we nractise democracy.® he said.

<He said all differences in opinion and ideolagy should -» resolved
am1cab1y'through discuasion or through voting in a genera! election.

The prime minister praised the attitude of Kadazan students from Sabah
who had called at his residence in Kuala Tamvur for the H:z~i Rava Pnasga
"open house™. ) ) '

"This is our styvle. We often call on each other to streythen relations
regardless of our cultural and religious backgrounds,” he said.

D; Mahathir extended greetings to the Kadagz
conjunetion with the "Pesta Kaamatan" J
vould strengthen relations among the communities in the si.te

The wife of the prime minister, Datuk Seri Datin Pédﬁk&uﬁf'éiti Hasmah

Mohamed Ali, crowned the winner of the festival beauty que:n contest.

Dr Mahathir and Dr Siti Hasmah th -
Bornand -hen returned to Kiala faopur. -—-
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2an_comminity ‘n Sabah in
and said he hoped ti -t such festivals
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