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says Mahathir 
KLANG: The West Port 
will boost the country’s 
economy by allowing 
more ships to enter Ma- 
laysia, Prime Minister 
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Mohamad~ said- yester- 
day 

Transport Minister Da- 
tuk Seri Dr Ling Liong 
Sik and Klang Port Au- 
thority (KPA) chairman 
Datuk Michael Chen. 

He said the West Port 
was important to the de- 
velopment of the coun- 
try because the present 
ports lacked facilities. 

“I am satisfied with 
the progress (of its con- 
struction).” he said af- 
ter his first official visit 
to the West Port. 

He hoped the port The llkm-long West 
would bring more shiu- 
ping,iines to Malaysia: 

Port costing RM1.5 bil- 
lion would have berths 

Dr Mahathir.was giv- for dry and liquid bulk 
en a one-hour briefing 
at the site office fol- 

cargo,- containers, gen- 
eral careo. and liquefied 

lowed by a boat tour of 
Pulau Indah. where the 

petroleum’gas and capa- 

West Port is’located. 
ble of accommodating a 
;total of 80,OOO displace- 

Also present were lment tonnes. 

During the briefing, 
KPA general manager 
M. Rajasingam said Port 
Klang would handle a to- 
tal of 89.7 million tonnes 
of cargo. 

He said the first 
phase of the West Port 
would be completed by 
October and the second 
phase by December 
nekt year. 
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