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MALAYSIA needs to ex- 
pand its overseas market by 
exploiting the economies of 
scale for-it to emerge as a 
nation with an internation- 
al class automotive indus- 
try. 

Prime Minister Uatuk 
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad. 
said thP success of the na- 
tlonal car hinged on Perilsa 
haan Otomohil Nasionai 
Bhils (Proton) ability to 
penetrate the aorld market 
as the domestic market is 
small. 

Protons ha.s been able to 
penetrxe markets in 15 for- 
eign r<)unti-ies r-it!: sale-es- 
ceeding 8,5.000 ~mirs. 

SpeaEin,7 ar. the :~~-z~I?F 
of Edazix @wmotm Y:i- 
sional P,ha s (EON! RI1180 
million headquarters in Ja- 
Ian Glenmarie. Shah Islam, 
he said EON with its mar 

keting expertise was in a 
good posItIon to help Proton 
exploit opportunities avail- 
able in ntw overseas mar- 
kets. 

EON as :I tt ading comua- 
ny can also boost-sales‘of 
Proton cdrs abroad through 
trading on a counter trade 
basis. 

EON 1s roday known as 
the most successful automo- 
biie distribution company 
which has sold over haif a 
milllou ca!*s drill COillIT~~l?d - 
74 per cent sha!c? of t!,? ra1~. 
pa.\senger car mari;; I: i:. Xi-* 

has snlc’, 3s rnanv rars as 
EON.” he sad 

Dr Mahathir aaid EON’s 
success in mnrkt~ting the na 

tional car in the country 
was due to its innovative 
and aggressive sales strate- 
a- 

It had carried out a suc- 
cessful and effective pre- 
launch campaign such as 
advance bookings, special 
Proton number plates, Sa- 
garama and Sagathon 
throughout the country, he 
said. 

“T am happy to see EON 
I-enturing overseas through 
ire. %vzstments in Cycle and 
fr~xaee Ltd. a conglomer- 
2:‘:‘ 2; Slligapore. and Proton 
<‘c+; Eurcpe to market the 
liar;c~rial car in Europe 2s 
well as international gener- 
al trading through EON 
Trading. 

“These efforts are in line 
with the Government’s poli- 
cy of encouraging trading 
and Investments in other 

countries including those in 
the South.” 

He said the appointment 
of EON under the General 
Trading Company (GTC) 
programme reflected the 
government’s faith in the 
company to help upgrade 
exports particularly to 
South nations. 

Under the Ministrv of In- 
ternational Trade and In- 
dustry’s special programme 
with general trading compa- 
nies, the government will 
provide RM2 million to pro- 
mote rrade and economic 
linxages heri\-eea ~o;mtrics 
of the South. 

The three selected local 
GTCs to take part in the 
programme are EOX. Siine 
Darhy Bhd and Kilmpuiaii 
Gutherie Bhd. 

On EON’s headquarters, 
he said the complex wou!d 

help it to upgrade services 
to Proton owners. 

“The Z-hour service cen- 
tre (at the complex) which is 
the first of its kind in this 
region is a good example of 
EOX’s commitment to m-o- 
vide excellent after s&es 
service to Proton owners as 
they will be able service 
their cars at any time of the 
day, 365 days a year.” 

EON chairman Tan Sri Ja- 
mil Mohamed Jan said the 
company’s new headquar- 
ters was designed to meet 
the needs and demands of 
its sophisticat d customers. 

“It is co 2 istent with its 
corporate mission to be Ma- 
laysia’s leading automobile 
distributor . ..” 

Dr Mahathir later 
iaunched the Aeroback ver- 
sion of the Proton Wira Lim- 
ousine. 
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