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w KIJAJ,A TUMPIJR, June 7 (lIe!rnama! -- F~alaysi a needs t.0 w-e.2 .e a c0mmunit.y 
that is ifi'ventivs to ensure that the country co111d also CT) itribate to the 
world's scientific and technological wealth. 

Prime Minist.er Ihtuk Ser.'Dr Mahathir Mohamad said today t.hat this 1.. 

would also ensure that horns-grown technology could make in ,oads into the .' 
j*nternational markets. 

"Tn order to ht?!come'a .fully indust:rialised country, we c !nnot: merely 
copy and emIllate the proqress ac?hieved by the developed cc.,ntriss," he said 
when tipeninq the National St:iidenl:s"T,iving Skills and Desiq Fspo 1994 here. 

Efficiency in t.he field of technology and thy capability to create *new 
t..echnology were vit.al if Malaysia wanted to achic?vc? qrP;lt? economic 
progress and maintain its economic competitiveness in the .corld market, hs 

'. added. 
. . . . 

To do so, development of a stronq tecnoloqical foundat.io to enhance 
the indllstrialisation process and c!conornir: qrowth was a pr ,-r+?qoisite. -- 
more 
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Dr Mahathir sairl although the qovernmant encouraged fore qn t.echnoloqy 
trngnfer to the cc)unt.ry, it continnfd t.n qive emphasis tn I ~veloprn~nt. of 
local technoloqv as it. was a crit.inal factor which would e:ahle Malavsia to 
t.akp thr. competitivr? edge in the international arena. 

"Tf Malaysia wishes to succeed as an industrialised clolln.ry, scientists 
and technoloqists mllst quickly upqrade their espertise in ( rdcr not onlv to 
receive, assimilate and adapt outside technoloqy but also 'o produce local 
technology that is equal if not. better than forciqn tcchno-,?qy," he added. 

He reminded inventors and designers of the need to, take nto account 
that what they produced was not only marketable in Malaysi; hut qlohally. 

The focus of strategy must he towards commercialisation t f  r!search or 
teclinologir!al inventions with potential to meet: market. reql irement.s, he 
said emphasising the need for scient,ist.s and technol6gist.s tn qive 
attention to "t~chno-~ntr~prenenrship" as well as customer leeds and an 
ef?&tive market. st.r,?tegy. 

To promote greater interest in t.hat. field, he urqed"the !~nqer 
generation t.0 strive for acadbtiic escellence, 
mathematics, 

particularly in subjects like 
science and communications. -- more 
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This was necessary hacal~scl of t.he lower c?duclat.ional staniard of the 
Malaysian lahour force? comparcxl wit.11 developed corlntr-ier, l- ke the IJnited 
st.a t.cts, Clapan and Sol3t.h Korc-?a where the majority of studen: s cont.inaed 
studies past the usual aqs. 

l)r Mahathir said the SIICCF~SS of 
clc?arlp depended on the nnmher of 
the required age. 

I 

He urqed the private sc?ct.or and 
to help the Ministry of Fdncation 
to promote and inc-3l'lc;tt.e intered 
generation. 

those m-~u~~triw in indn:;: rialisation 
students who continued t-.1 Ftir stiidies past 

non-governmental orqanis; tions (NGOs) 
and other qovernment. aq~clies in efforts 
in invention amonq the yi ilngc?r 

The Malaysian Tnvention and Des 
aqgressivc! in he1pin.g younq inven t 
the international level: he said. 

qn F3xiet.y (MTNIX) mnr;t ; lso be morb 
ors imnrovp themselves tc make a mark on 

He commended local inventors for thf!ir SI~CCI~SS -in winnin; qold awards 
at. t.he ??,nd Tnternational Exhibition for New Tnventions an, Techniques in 
Geneva, Switzerland, last April, which showed the capahi1i.v of Malavsians 
to produce inventions that receivcld international rW.nqn~t. on. -- more 
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IIr Mahathir r!allt+rl on t.he private sector to set. 111) their nwn technical 
train-ing inst.itnt,es, like what, was done by Mitsubishi in tJ; :)an, which had 
five such traininq centres. 

This would he in line with government efforts t,o increase the countries 
p'bal of scientists and technoloqists involve in research d'i 3 development up 

.* to,.a rat.io of 1,000 for every million populat-inn by thcr' ye; I-.. ?OOO compared 
to the ratio of 400 per million population in 19139. 

Dr Mahathir said t.he ~spo ~a5 in line with government eft ?rt:s to 
instill in students and interest in Yivinq skills as well ;S science and 
technology hessides enabling the ministry t.o assess t.he prcqrhss of 
students in those fields. 

The har;ic knowltdqe and skills acqrrired hy students throw .Jh the espo 
wmld help prepare them to command any technoloqy in the e??r rapidly 
deve,lopinq technoloqical aqe, he added. -- ncrnama 
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