
Dr M: Need to virtue 
t 

By Farush Khan 
Kl:ALA LUMPCK. Tues. --~ 
Malaysia needs to create a 
community which is inven- 
tive to enable the country to 
contribute to the world’s 
scientific and technological 
wealth, Datuk Seri Dr M+ 
hathir Mohamad said to;ia$. 

The Prime Minister added 
that such a community 
M ould aI50 help the country 
to become a fully industrial- 
lisrd nation and enable it,s 
tc~rhnology to pfmetrate the 
in!crnational market. 

He called on scientists 
and technologists to up- 
grade their expertise so that 
local technology could be 
comparable with that of the 
de&loped countries. 

“This is a critical factor 
which can give us a compet- 
itive advayhge in the inter- 
national arena,” he said 
when i;tunching the nation- 
al-level “Living Skills EX~JO 
and Students’ Creations” at 
the Technical College in 
Randar Tun Razak here. 

Dr Mahathir said that al- 
though the Government en- 
couraged the transfer of 

technolog>- from foreign, 
colmtries. efforts t0 develop 
the country’s own tech!:gl- 
ogy was very important. 

hlalaysia had made SCY- 
al achievements through in- 
dustrial research and <,ve!- 
0 pm e n t (R&D). SCt 
comp,u ativc>lv. the efI^e;+ of 
t~c‘hni~loglcal developlIlf?nt 
v.;~s not satisfactorv. 

‘TherPforc the‘ private 
sector must upgrad? K&D 
activities and consider ob- 
iectively the need to de~!o:, 
10~:ai technology,” he &CeS. 

However Dr Mahat‘nir 
was happy’ that Malaysia 
hid produced scientists who 
hnct becn successful at inter- 
r:ational lel-el. 1 ike n-inning 
a gold medal at the 22nd 
111 t.:rnational Exhibition for 
SC,w Inventions and Tech- 
nlqucs in Geneva, Switzer- 
land. jn April. 

Sine ~3 the Government 
LV~S determined to produce 
si,ientists and technologists 
for K&D activities at a ratio 
c?f 1,000 for every one million 
p~oplr by the year 2,000, sci- 
cncc education would cer- 
tainly become increasingly 
rrlevant. 

This was because the !ev- 
el of education of bIalJ:<ria‘s 
human resources ~a:; ion-e1 
compared with countries 
like South Korea. Japan and 
the United States, 

There were 130 researcti- 
ers to every one million peo- 
ple in Malaysia ir_ X9, car.:- 
pared tu 6,XJO researchers 
for every one miliio;. people 
in Japan, 3,000 for every one 
mllhon in Germany and 
1,300 to every one million 
people in South Korea. 

Dr hlahathir said design 
ers and invent0rs in the 
lountrl- should be aware of 
the fac”t that all inventions 
and innovations should be 
marketable not only locally, 
but also abroad. 

“Therefore, attention to 
strategies must emphasise 
the commercialising of po- 
tential inventions so that 
they meet the market re- 
quirements,” he added. 

He also spoke of the need 
for scientists and technolo- 
gists to give. attention to 
“techno-entrepreneurship” 
as well as customer needs 
and effective market strate- 
gies. 

Dr Mahathir called on the 
private sector and non-gov- 
ernmen: organisations to 
help the Education Ministry 
and government agencies to 
instil cZe innovative inter- 
est amz:lg the younger gen- 
cration. 

The Malavsian Invention 
and Design S0ciet.v. he said, 
should he more aggressive 
in assisting young inven- 
tors to improve themselves 
so that they could achieve 
internationa! recognition. 

In the de\-eloped coun- 
tries, the privaje sector was 
only inl7jlved in establish- 
ing technic& training ir,sti- 
tutes while NGOs encour- 
aged activities ::,hich :culd 
instil innova:>; ai? inven- 
tive interests amcng the 
younger generation. 

In Japan, for example, 
Mitsubishi had provided 
five technical institutes for 
the youths. 

The Japan Institute of In- 
vention and Innovation also 
encouraged scientific and 
technological creativity 
among students and helped 
to form design clubs in 
schools. 

Dr MC,athir said exhibi- 
tions on design organised in 
Japan every year had man- 
aged to produce scientific 
inventions not only among 
students but also among 
teachers. 

“In Malaysia, the encour- 
agement given by Petronas 
through designing competi- 
tions should become an ex- 
ample to other private bod- 
ies,” he added. 

He also urged the younger 
generation tb work towards 
academic excellence, espe- 
cially in mathematics, sci- 
ence and communications 
to develop greater interest 
in this aspect. 

He later gave away prizes 
t.o winners of the various 
sections in the competitions 
and visited the expo side 
where all the inventions 
were displayed. 

Among those present 
were Education Minister 
Datuk Dr Sulaiman Daud, 
Minister in the Prime Minis- 
ter’s Department, Datuk 
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