
CNS4807 
I! GE 09-06 00187 EA053 
aacl 

Mahathir-automation c 
e 

lIPGRADE TECHNOIOGTCRT, SKTI,I,S, MANIJFACTIJRERS TOllD 

w 
MIJAR, ,Tunc 9 (krnama) -- Primp Minister lhtak Scri lW M?hathir Mohama? 

t.OdZl!~ atrccscd on the need‘ for manufacturcrc t.o conr,tantlv Ilpqradr! t.hcir 

tschnol.oqiosal capabiliticc to ovcrcomc the s.hortaqc! of lwal workforcc. 
Hc said that qivcn thcl prcscnt sunnly constraint.2 in the lahoi~r market. 

a c comp,arcd to the IC)M 1 ahmr cor;t which nccd~ to bc the wwnt.rv'n 
compctitivc advantaqc in the past., mannfactnrcrr, shonld pr!~w.cd to 
~~tjlisation nf automntinn. 

"Tn addition, qualit? r;tandardr, to mclct I;t:rinqcnt demand:: of the 

international markctr, must. l?c adhcrcd to," hc said at the cafficial 
lapnchinq of SGS-Thomson Sdn T!hd clrtcncion plant. and thr! Ymnanv's 
annivcrcary cclchrntion hprc. - . . 

qrclatcr 

7.Qt.h 

Hc ;jppla~ldd t.hc rompanv for heinq coiisistcntlv r;irpport-!'L~c Ot rnC 
qovcrnmsnt'n qonlz and for halfinq nhiftrd from a lahoiir-in'closivc operation 

to cost-savinq aiit.cmat.ion and strcamlininq t.hp groccsnw i:lvolvcd. l 

Thronqh it.s rcscarch and dcvclopmcnt team hcrc, t.hc compjnv had crcatcd 

cqnipmclnt to rcdllcc~wclc timcl of prod!jction Tshich had Ix?c:r adopted bv 

SGS-Thomcnn plants a‘ll over the world. -- mfirr! 
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Apai-t from that, the SGS:Thomcnn Corporation worldwide h :d cmulatcd the 
ifx-!al Plant hy adoptinq the? Total 01ialit.y Manaqclmcnt concc:,t and practich':. 
which non the company the Primcl Minir;t.cr's C)ualitv Award 11st yclar, 
aaid. 

hc ' 

"Within the SGS-Th&con group ,worldwidc, 
. larq?r,t back-end manufacturinq 'faci.lity, 

that Muar plant .:lr;o has the 
churninq out the !arqcr;t. prodnct 

volume with the hiqhcct moncltary val11(1," hc said. 
Touchinq on the larqc forciqn invcr,tmcnt in the clcctran'cc indur,trv, 

,?I?- Mahathir said that while the qwsrnmclnt continllcr, to wc'comc it, 
cncolJr,7qcs domxtic invcr,tmclnt as "Malavcia nr)w has 

it alr;o 
. I 

qn'into this nwtor". 
cnffic:cnt cxp,crtiw to 

I 
l:ar,t war, clcctronics cxc0rt.c 

manufactiIrrd cxportr; 
cnn:;titnt3I -51.9 per Tent nf total 

valncd .zt: PMW.billion dth s;c?micondw*tnr dcviwr, 
acconntinq for RM17.R billion or ,38'.i per cent, hc said. 

Hr! said Malavnia contribntxl 24 prr rent of the total ql~~ba; 
wmiclondllctorc for the f;amc period. -- more 

r;i?lc?!r, of 
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"While VT! arc! proud of the fact that Malaysia has cmcrqct! a7.c the 
world'c largcct: producer and nxportcr of r;cmicondllctor dcvicclr,, WC should 
also aim for similar CII(ICIP!.ST: in other produr:ts," hc! said. 

As one of the dcvcllopmcnt: t:hrur;l::: of the clwtrnnicc indl;r,t.rv is to 
diversify into the production of a wider ranqc of ctlcctroni? proclnrrtr, to 
create both forward and backward linlraqrz, hc said hc honed that invrxtorz 
wo111d dcvclon thr! qrowth of the non-semiconductor componcntn, consnmcr and 
indur;t.r.ial c!lcct.ronicr, mb-.c;cctor. 

lb Mahathir said that whilst the qovcrnmcnt cntour~~cd r;m,3!1 and 
mcdinm-cizcd cornorationc tc: vcntnrc! into the clcctronicr; i.7du.c;trv, the 
larucr comnanicr; should nroduclc hicrhcr value-added cl~ctronic prodnctr; 
thronqh qrcatclr invcstmcnt in R&n act.ivitirr; and im?rovcmcn" in dwian 
capahiliticc. 
,'o'n't.hc mannfactnrinq scctor'f; cantribution tfi'thc aquntrv 

ic cxpclctcd tcr clontrihutc 31.4 ncr cent to the GDP thi 
h? said it. 

:: rca~- t?lhilc it:: 
contribnt.ion to cspnrt.r, wo111d reach 75 ncr cent ;?s compared t.o 30.1 per 
cc?nt: and 71 per cent. rcspcctivclv last year. .' 

Hc said that for the first four months of this vcar, the rrwcrnmcnt: had 
approved 240 projcctr; with invcstmcntc amonntinq to RM5.1(4 !tillion, of 

M which RM? billion was by forciqn investors. -- mo% 
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Rptnq, addinq dropped numclral "4" in sc-?cond para to read "RM425.9 
million" 
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Tn the corrcnnondinq period last year, 231 proiccts WI-C approved with 
foreign invcstmcnt of.tiM1.11 billion and domcatic invcstmcnt. of RM1.87: 
billion. 

IIr Mahathir said howclvcr that in the! electronics industry, forciqn 
investments still predominate with investments amonntinq t.c, RM425.9 million 
in 46 project.5 approved whi let local invcctmcntc rcachcd only RM15 million. 

The SGS-Thomson company which hcqan prodllcinq cpoxv transistors with 
only 250 cmployccc in 1974,- Jodav has a staff population of 1,000 and 
nroduccs .a wide ranqe of scmicondilctors i.ncl.udi.nq di scrctc! and standard’ 
intsqratcld circi1it.r;. 

The Thomson Group, which has a numlllativy! invcntmcnt of EM625 million, 
has three! other factoricr: in.Malavnia -- Thomson Rlcctronics Parts 
(Malavsja) Sdn Hhd, Thomson Audio (Mnar) Sdn l3hd and Thomccn Audio CKIilim) 
Sdn Bhd. 

"Rcinvcstmcnt bv .thc Thomson Group ct: Cornpanics in Malavrfa attest.!: to 
its hiqh rcqard for Malavsia ar; a compctitivc and an important bane for 
manufx?txrcd products," Dr Mahathir said. ,-'- more 
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,jIr Mahathir conqrat.nl.atc?d the company for it.3 many ashic:.cmcntc which 
~nclildcd 'winninq the "birnc Ministcr'r; Quality Award", "TIc::t l,andscapinq 
Award" for its commitment to a clcancr cnvironmcnt and "Rclcvolcnt Employer 
Award". 

Prcsidcnt and Chief Esccntivc Officer of the Thomson Grol:p, S.Pascrnalc 
P,iF;torio, said the new extension wo1.11d cnahlc the plant, t? prodllrrc more 
'than two billion ccmi-conductor dcviccs thin war, an ink-c;ar;c hy 50 per 

" cent from the prcscnt capacity. . * * * I . 
Hc r;ajd SGS Thomson had invcstcd RM150 million fr?r the nc‘y cxtcnrrion 

and cqnipmcnt., brinqinq the total invcntmctnt, in Muar t.n RMC30 million. -- 
Rcrnama _' 
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