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Mahathir-election e
GENERAY, ELECTTON CAN BE HELD AT ANY TTME, SAYS PM
bm

Y
MUAR, June 9 (Bernama) -- Datnk Seri Br Mahathir Mohaaad said roday
there is no obstacle to holding the general election any time now,

The prime minister said the climate in the country nov vas most
conducive jn terms of ecanomic growth, pelitical stahil

vy and rural and
urhan development. . ‘

"Al1l indicators are very encouraging for an eleétion,” he told
reporters after a attending a lunch hnsted by the ]uhnr Harisan Nasional at
the Dewan Jubli Tntan here. o o '

However, he said, the government wnuld not. call an election bhased only
on these 1nd1ra10rs hut. wanted fo use the fu))l f]““-VPa term (il late
4.pext vear) to 1mp\#mpnr its dutijes.

“We have been aiven a term of five vears. we do not wort Lo hold an
election as a game. We want to use the term Lo iwplement onr duties. Tf
elections are held frequently, they will cost the: govertuent. -
(financially)," he said. — more -
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D¢ Mahathir said he did not wanbh evervhody rn depend oty on Lhese
indicators for a genoral alection. '

"We do not play with the elections ... such as calling 2n eleclion when
we feel we pan win. Tf that's the case, then we can have olections every
vear,” he said.

Asked whether the next general election would be held coon based on hisg

reference to it in his speech, fthe prime minister said: "Jou can assume
that it is near, and von cah assume that it is not ... bur the important

thing is that we in the BN must be prepared for any poss wility.
He said the BN is always prepared, as was the case in “he hv-election
in the Shah Bandarava state constituency in Klang when to. coalition
activated its party wachinervy for a victory.
However, he said, the BN machinery must be more active in a general
election hecause at. stake is the formation of a govermmen.. —-- more
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Dr 'Mahathir was asked abont the BN's chances in XKelant.n, which is
culed by a PAS-led coalition, and he replied that the peosle there realised
the BN's capability in administering the state in the pasi. s
. .Me BN's loss in the state in Lhe lasl general electios. (in 1998) was
oving to disunity in the parly and not bhecanse the neapl: believed in the
t,trngrﬂpc, of the opposition n,)rtv he gaid.

Asked ahout the list of Umno ﬂﬁhﬂ-dwfes for the nexb g.:ieral election,
Dr Mahathiv said it wounld onlv be determined at the last ainubte to avert
any diswnity cansed hy disatisfaction of Lhose not picked.

He advised Umno members to place the party's interests ihove their own.
~Z Rerpama o ' .
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Mahathir—-election 4 Muae (reopens)

On the large pomber of Umno members who had not vegictered as volers,
‘Hr Mahathir urged them to do $0 as soon as possible.

"T urge all Umne wembers Lo register as soon as possiltle Lo prove Lheir
Tovalty and responsibilily ko Lhe party," he said.

Speaking al the functionp, Dr Mahathic said the people should elect a
~goverament. which was capable of adwinistering the country well even Lhoogh

" there vere groups which tried Lo raise Lhe guestion of dissabisTaction
,among the people in their efforts to take over lrow the counbry's present
lTeadership. _ :

He hit out abt certain groups which (anlted the Federz) Government For
not. helping them. o .

These groups had failed Lo administer their own state well and on Lop
ot Lhat had slanderad the Federal Government by accusiirc il ol sending
troops to help the Serbs against ELhe Bosnian people, D Mahathic satd.

The Prime Minisier said he vas rvaising Lhe matier not as part of Lhe
election campaign as "T myself don't know when Lo call for Lhe elaction... T
havn'lL got. the ingpiration vel..no sign vel bul il seems Lhere are signs
judging from the welcome and applause for me." he said. -— more
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"T cannol announce the election date todav but al) paciy members should
be prepared to faee the election,™ he said. ,

He reminded party leaders al branch and divisional levels that Cheir
pledge 1o the party would only be meaningful if they abiced by the party
decision on the question of selecting candidates and otler decisions.

Dr Mahathiv sajid candidates would bhe selected on their abilities and

"phey could be removed T Lhey did nol discharge their recponsibilibies
‘well. . , e ,

He said Umno had a big responsibilily of enSurinq'tha! Malaysia
continued Lo progress as it was the backbone of the Barioan Nasional.

Umno's sonccess in heading Lhe goverament uver Lhe Yast 37 years would' -
not have been possible wilhont the discipline and williranes
the party, he said. —— more
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a p i i Muhwiddin Yassin said the Johor
e Johor Menleri Resar Tan Sm Muhyaddin Yassin sa1d 1 :

sanwhil . e b .
Meanwh 1s enlire machinary Lo (zce the general

Rartsan Nasional had mobt1ised
election. . i
Muhyiddin said the Johor BN was unnfgdeuu
arli v seats and recaplure the four ' ;
Dy it 0 a1 election signal,’ he said ab 4
"We are only waiting for Lhe geanerat elech ¢ ,
: e \ for Lhe Prime Minister here.
Tohor BN recention Tor Lhe .
t ] e e etrrong around. —— Rercamd

that it wouid sweep all 29
siale seals from Lhe oppositaon.
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