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Mahathir ~ Tslam
ECONOMTC STRENGTH TS VTPAL, FOR MALAYATA'S FREFDOM - MAHATHTR
bm g |
KUALA TUMPUR, June- 18 (Bernama) —— Prime Mipister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Muhamad has said economic strenglh, modern skills and sownd
know]edqe i all fields are necessary Lo epsure Malavsia cemains really
free and indenendent. - ;

He said the government. frequently spoke aboul economic growth nol
hecause it was absorbed in malarialism or greedy of worldly riches byt
werely Lo shress an the need Lo have wide knowledge and to be advanced in
Lh? frelds of administration, business and modern enLernrise

N . . “ - . - : -

Only with all Lhese will we and our religion be respected," he said in
a messade on the occasion of Ma'al Hijrah Lomorrow.

Hg satd tF Malaysians were weak and did ool have knowledge and were not

a l' . - . . PR . ) i

efflcrtnt,.we will 51111 be subjected Lo colonialism which will nol be very
different from the colonialism of Lhe past."

" . ot . ' H

'HenLe our aim in Malavsia is Lo her really and Lruly independent," he
satd. -~ more ' ‘
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Dr Mahathir said the time had come for the followers of Tslam Lo have
all cound knowledge Lo preserve themselves and to learn Tslam's Lrue
tdachings and to fage navraw Ledchings which did not in the least help Lo
‘uphold the dignity ol sociery and Tslam.

"aday milliong of Muslims are being opnressaed, tortered and killed and
1,000 million Muslims in the world are unable to do anvihing hecause sthey
are divided and too preoccupied in ensuring a place for Lhem in the
‘hereafter," he said.

.. He said they not only worshipped as Lhey vere (aﬂpﬂ upor Lo do so bub
2150 invented Lheir awn pravers, wore certain types of garh and highlighted
petLy matters which only went Lo divide Mustims.

Apari from that they were also influenced by Lhe religious/secnlar
separation and prohihited knowledqe which they coosideced s seculdr even
thongh such knowledas was nioneerad and axpanded by Muslim ulamas of the
past. —— more
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He sajd such action on theiv part caused Muslims to be narvrow-minded,
pooc, weak and easily nanipulated.

However such gqroups did not hesilate to make use of inventions that.
were the fruit of such "hacam" knowledge including facilities

for defence
and worship.

'The. Prime Minister said as Muslims were dependent. on knowledge and
Cindustries which belonged to athers, “we are unable Lo save oppressed
Mastims if our snonliers did not’ permit gy " .

“Hence, let's not prohibit the Yearning and acquiring of knowledge.
Tanstead we shonld encoucage Muslim voulhs Lo steadfastlv acgoive Lhis
Lﬁqnw]edqe and al tha same time leary, the Lyruye teachings of Tglam," he gaid.

Dt Mahathit said even thoagh Malavsia was nob Leving Lo project itself
as a model Lo other Tglamico countries, many Moslims and Tslamie nations
Tooked np to Malavsia as a model and a aood example.

“"We shonld not be arrogant over this, bul sivive Lo defend our approach
¥hich soughl. to strike a balaace between Lhe vorld and Lhe hereafrer as
exhorted by Tslam," the Prime Minister said. == more
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"We are most fortunate Lhat onr country has peace and harmgny unlcke. ]
the situation in some Tslamic countries which not only experience Lervible
o o -h 1] R
people of the same faith. . oo | .
"Rylremist elements hiding behind the name of Tslam frequeatly cause
chaos throwgh killings and explosions in Lheir efforts to Lopp]g y
: ) i M H 1] . . . . - -
gqovermeents which they clailm are aot Tslamic enough,™ Mahathiv said.
Tn the end Islamic counlries hecame weak and poor and were unable Lo
Tn the end Islamic : be
defend their sovereigoby, he said. _ . . Ny
Fven if the extremists succesded, they wonld inherib a cownbry which
was poor and weak and would not escapé foreign domination, he added.
—-—Bernama
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