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MALAYSTA CAN CATCH UP WITH THE WEST, SAYS MAHATHIR
bm q —
MELAKA, June 13 (Bernama) -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir

Mohamad is contident Malavsia can compete with the developed conatries and
even cateh up with them given the country's good economic performance.
He said this was possible hecanse of the slugqgish pectormance of the
developed countrvies where workers wanted high salaries but did little work.
"The ways of the develoned countries cannot he accepted hecause if we
wvaut high salaries we mnst work hard. We want to ensure that althouﬁh
sa%aries are not high we are still able to buv gnods with little pav," he
sald when officially opening the RM3 million Mavitime Museum here."' -
In order to achieve that, the government launched the campaign Lo
comhat ipflation and if it was
producer, he added.
"We_must strive hecause we do not vish to be left behind like betore,”
. he said. . : '
Preseut at the -ceremony werve Datuk Seri Datin Paduka Dr Siti Hasmah
Mohd Ali; Melaka Chiet Minister Tan 3Sri Haii Abdul Rahiwm Tambv Chik, State

Execotive Councillors and heads of goverament. denartments. —— more
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Dr Mahathir said the country's economic growth last year was eidght per
cent and this vear it was expected to be hetween eight and nine per ceat
compared with that in developed countries of between two and three pec cent
ov even only one per caent. . :

He advised the neonle to look back to the past aud vse it as a lesson
to move into the future.

He said: "A museum is not merely a nlace far eantertaiument; it is a
nlace to learn and remember our roots as the best mariners and satlors in
the wvorld at oune time.

"Rememberiug the nast does uot mean returning to ancient times but
wanting to progress further in the field of high technology iundustries like
the atveraft industyy." ,

Dr Mahathir said the eolonisation of the country had opened the world
hevond to its peonle. — mova
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The, federal government welcomed the Melaka government's efforts to set
" up 181 musenms in the state as it would make it well-known as a "museum
state " he added. - .
Abdul Rahim said the federal qoverument had agreed to seb up a natiocpal
foundatinn to salvage and conserve historical treasures. ]
‘' The state government would request a bigger allocation {rom the
foundation for such work in Melaka, he added. -- Bernama
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