CNS6739

U GE 13-06 00185 EA279
aae the P
Mahathir~Train

FLECTRIC EXPRESS TRAIN FROM RUKTT KAVYU HITAM TO SINGAPORE
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MELAKA, June 13 (Bernama) -- Malavsia plans to have an electric train
sarvice from Bukit Kavuy Hitam to Singapere.to provide rapid transportation
to the people, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathit Mohamiad said today.

A decision has been made by the governmént TO Conducl a Teasibility
study which several countries, including France, have offered to undertake,
he added. ‘ .

The plan was a follow up to the introduction of electric train services
petween Seremhan and Rawanyg via Kuala Lumpur and beltween Kuala Lumpur and
Port Klang under the ongeing double-tracking project, he told reporters
after opening the Ornasleel Corperation steel mill in Air Kerch, heve.

Dr Mahathir said in order te enable the glectric train proiect to be
implemented, the government fell there vwas a need to straighten and realiqn
the tailwav tracks to epahle the trains to run faster.

The study was expected Lo begin within six months to a vear, he added.
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" ) . . .
. Th? fore}qn parties have jnst made offers, bhut the government has
lready decided to conduct the study... even if there are no offers w ‘Wwill
go ahead," he said. o i o
‘éhﬂe added'that th'qovernment'had vet to identify who would invest in
ﬁNe]ectrlc traJp protect bul there were two possgibilities. T
jdvzzz$ozi 1§?¥eh1t t? Kﬁretapi,Tanah Melavu Berhad (KTM), possibly the
estment will he made by KTM il 1s also nossi he i
: (TM. .. 1L 1s also possible the government will
make the investment and the: fe ) e | “ t depends.,
- stment wen offe ansfer : i ’
. eaia. ffer to Lrauste; 1t to KTM... it depends," he
. Qikef why the goverament wanted to introdnce the service, Dr Mahathir
:a;c the qovernment felt that trains vere the most efficient means of
.ranspgrtatlgn tn developed countries, like Jupau, and in developin ‘
conntries, like India, y ' i o !
n . H . > .
; M§1§y51a‘s nopulation is growing, Lhe people are becoming more
affluent and they desire whatever facilities there are... sometimes they
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Dr Mahathir said in Japan and countries in Burone

r the peopl i
choice whether ta travel hy road, air or rail peopte fad s

. He had yvet to set the tavget when the elecﬁric train service could be
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Dr Mah ir ' : i
Dr nguath1§ had made & passing reference to plans to introduce the
electric train project vhen he affje ) eak ‘caremo

; iated the ground breaking ¢ "or
the "Composite moctetonhe around breaking ceremony for

) in Batu Berendam Lhis mornina

Mi:?:tsuh%ECt eropped up when he renlied to a request by Mufgka Chief

Mintes o ¥ fed, aque w Melaka Chie

o Hein-in Sri Abdnl'Rdh}m Tamby Chik that the federal gaverument expand
VUonerendam atrport in line with its development as a centre for

Jokiugly, he said there was ne nee

. d for ei;ansjd' iv
becaunse it was faster to travel I VAT

hv road then to flv ¢
7 . hy o hen to flv Lo Melaka. .
?mghiec?meSLFe Technotogy City is beiug developed in stages on a
sbh-hectare site. Phase 1 would he eo et f lant to
: - Faase ! vould be construction of a plant to prod
_ . n of a nl: y produce

gompos%te material and components for Eagle Aircraft &a]aveia 8dn.Bhd w
ased in Perth, Western Australia. —— more . T . e

AFY 1.0B o

Y131/06/16-54M8T

U GE 13-06 08208 EA276

LT

aae tbe
Mahathir-train 4 {(last) Melaka

An assembly nlant for the Bagle light aircraft vould be built under the
second phase.

The project is heing undertaken hy Composites Techuology Development
Corporation (CTDC) whose chairman is Tan 434 Dr Omar Abdul Rahman. CTDC is
a joint venture hetween Composites Technolbgy Research (M) Sdu.Bhd. (CTRM),
owned by the Finance Minister Tncorporated, aad Tkhlas Perdana, owned by
FACB Bhd.

CTRM holds 39 per cent egquity in CTDC and Iklas Pecdana the rest.

Dr Mahathir said-it was not Malaysia's intention to compels ip the
aircraft manufacturing industev as prodnction of the Eagle light eiveraft
was sufficient for a small country.

"o do not inteud to huild the B747, so no one should be concerned
ahout this," he added, amidst laughter.

What Malaysia desired was to obtain comnosite technology and aivcraft
manafactoring skills for its people to achieve developed pation status by
the vear 2020, he said.

By haviug high technoleqy industriesh, Malavsia would he able Lo
enhance the level of its industrial performance.

"Vision 2020 is not a nipe dream, we have achieved wmuch success... it
can hecome reality," he said. —— Bernpama
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