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Mahathir-Train 
IXECTRIC EXPRESS TRAIN FRQM H!!KIT K?!YU HTTAM TO SINGAPORE 
hm w 
MELAKA, Jwe 13 (Eernama) -- Malays:ia plans to have an electric train 

servj co from Auk3 t. Xay~! crli tam to S~nqapcm. to prc!v:t .-... ‘dp rapiid ?xajIsportat;ion 

to the people, Prime MinisCer Datuk Seri nr Mahathir !!ohar!Lad said today. 
A decjsjon has been made by the cpvernment r_o c:c!nduct a reas.ibil.itY 

study which several countries, includinq France, have offered to under take, 
he added _ 

The plan was a follow up t.o the in?.roduc:tion of electric train services 
between Seremhan and Rawanq via Gala Lumwr and be Lween Koala 1:11mpu1 and 
Port Klanq under the onqoinq double-tra!:kirw project, he t.0l.d repoctecs 
after open:ioq the Cb-~r(s!.eel Corporation steel mill in Air Keroh, here. 

Dr Mahathir said in order to e’nable the electric trai.1, project to be 
imp1 emented, the qc?ver!lme!lt. fel-L there was a need to straiqhten a;!ld :t-eal:i 
the railway tracks ?x enable the trains t.u run fast.er. 

The study was e~pe~!:ed to beq.i II within 91.x mwths to a year, he added. 
-- more 
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MahaFbir-Train 2 Melaka 

“The -foreiqn parties h.a;!e jnst. made offers, lxt the government has 
al ready deci ded tx conduct. the study _ . _ 
qo ahead, ” he said. 

even if there are no offers weS’:v&ll 

1 ; He added that- the, government -had yet to identify who would invest in 
the elF?ctric trajn project. !I!!!: there vet*e ‘two possib,i]it..ies. 

.“.Non, we leave it. t.o Keretibi, Tanah Melayu Berhad (WY), possibly the 
jnvestment will be made by KTM.. . it. 1,s also pr!ss.ible I-he go\rerome.nt will 
make the investment and then offer to transfer it to KTM.. _ it depends, ” he 

. ; ‘ScljCJ. , 8 
I . Asked why the qovernment. vanted to introdjlce the service, I)r Mahathjr 

’ ‘said the qc)vernment felt that: tr-a;i IX ‘rlere Lhe most eff;ic:i&nt meaus of 
t.ran.sport.at.ion in developed cwntries, 
c!oantr-i es, 

1 ike Japan, 
like India, 

and in developiny 
. 

“Malaysia’s population ‘i.S qrowiriy, lhe people are becominq more 
affluent ar!d t.hey des-ire WhaLeye? faci! Lties there are. _ _ sometimes they 
travel. by car, 
added _ 

somet.imes they f I<,; and sometimes they use the train, ‘I he 
-- more 
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Dr Mahat.hir said in Japan and rowtries in Europe, the people had a 
rhnic!e vhether tc! trave! hy road, air 01‘ rail. 

lie had yet to set the target. when the el.ect.r.ir: trai tI service ct)uld hc: 
jntroducod but. he expected the prc!.ient, 
hl!.ild a hiyhvay. 

t.c! take mr?r-e ti.me than i I: twk t.o 

Ur Mabathir had made a passinq reference to plans to i.ntrodl!ce the 
el ectri I: tral n Frl?it?ct. when be nff j c::i atcd the qrhilnd hreak:inq ceremony l’rrr 
t.he “CC?mpC)sitC: Technalqy City” 

The sllh.ject cropped op when he 
-in Ratx Rerendam Lhis mnrninq. 

replied,tr! a req~!est by Md&a Chief 
Minister Tan Sri Ahdl!l F.ahirn Tamby Chik that. Lhe federal. qover~lment expawl 
Rat.u ,9ere2dam a I r;xrt. in 1 .i!le vj l2.1 .i:Ls devc?lo-ptnt?nt. as a r:erjt’re for’ 

,a.aUerospace i r!dl!str.ies. 
Jokittqly, he said there was tw need for expausjcin’ of the airport, 

beca!!se it Yas faster t.r! t.ra\re! by mad t.hefi tc? fly 130 Me]aka. 
l 

The Composite Techuoloqy Ci.ty is beiuq developed, in st.aqPs r>n a 
2Whectare site. Phase I ??ould h 

,. 
..e cr\nst.r~~~t.:ion cif a pIa!lt: tc! p.rodc!ce 

composite material and com:!otwr?t.s for EaqIe Ai.rcra~ft !qal.aysia Sdn.Rhcl., IIOW 
based in Pert.h, western Aust.ra!ia. -- mire 0 
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second phase. _ 
The project. is being undert.aken by Compasites ‘Cechw~loqy Eevelopmen t. 

Cr!r,porat.ion !C?'DC! .wh..s.. n 0 chairman :i s Tan Sri. Dr Onar F.bdul Rahman. CTDC .i S 
a joint ventnre betweeT C@mpoJ _ =i tes ~echrto!b$y R.esearc:h (!I). Sdn.Bhd. (CTRM! , 
owned by the F.inance l4in.j st.er Jworpc!raLed, and r!&las Perdana, wned by 
FACT3 Bhd. 

CTRM holds 38 pet’ C!eIJt’ eyul ._ i ‘tv in CTDC and Iklas Perdana t.he rest.. 
Dr Mahat.hjr sajd ..it. uas act. MaJaysis ’ s j j1t.ent.i w to r:.om;>e!.e .i I! the 

aircraft. IlMIlUfil~!t~!~~i,I~~ industry as prc?duct.inn c\f the Eagle liyht. aircraf,!. 
was sufficient. far a sma-13 cxwntxy. 

“We do not int,eud t.o ht!i?d the R?d’?, SC! rw xx should be concerned 
ahout. t.h.i s , " he added, amids!: 1a~wqhLe.r. 

What. Malaysia desired was to oht.ai!t comwsi.t.e technology and aircraft. 
manafac:t.urj.nq ski 1 3 s far its pec)ple tc? achjeye developed rJatiru1 sL.at.'l!s by 

enhanc!p t.hci .l evctl. nf i t.s industri al performance. 
‘!Vision 2838 is tent. a pipe dream, we *have achi.eved mt!rh sclccess... i,t 

can bwc?me real i t.y, I’ tie sa.ld . -- Dernarna 
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