
Malaysia
‘evalua.ting

aircraft’ o\..
MALAYSIA has re&%d
several offers for the con-
struct ion of  l ight  aircraft
and is evaluating them,
Prime Minister Datuk,
Seri Dr .Mahathir  Moha;
mX sa id  yes te rday .
- “m  have to see wheth-
cr it suits us before we
make a decis ion,”  he said
at the ground-breaking
ceremony of the Compos-
ites Technoloev Citv

.I  ,

(CTC) in Batu Berendam.
The  CTC is being un-

dertaken by Comp&ites
Technology Development
Corpora t ion ,  a  jo in t  ven-
ture company comprising
Composi tes  Technology
Research Malaysia Sdn

*Bhd  a n d  Ikhlas Perdana
Sdn Rhd.  a  subs id iary  of
FACB  Bhd .

The project, covering
200ha. will prone1  Malav-
sia to world-attention as-a
l igh tweigh t  components
technology centre for
three g loba l  i ndus t r i e s  -
aerospace, maritime and
automobile .

Dr  Mahathir said Ma-
lavsia had  no  in t en t ion  o f
ccimpeting  with the big
aircraft manufacturers
but  only  a imed to  contrih-
utc towards the  aircraft
industrv  b v  nroducina
some  pa&s  ior  the indus-
try  in the  IJnited  States.

“b’c have se t  ourselves
a target  of becoming a dc-
veloped  country by the
year 2020 but WC are used
t o  d o i n g  things verv
quickly,“‘hc  s a i d . ’  .

Earlier, Chief Ministet
Tan Sri Rahim ‘l’amhy
Chik urged Dr  Mahathir
to upgridc  the  I3atu  Ber-
endam airport to interna-
tional status to cater to
the expanding needs of
the  nea rby  indus t r i e s .

Ilowever! Dr Mahathir
said that smcc the open-
ing of the North-South Ex-
uresswav.  there  had been
a drop in air passenger
t ra f f i c  to  Inch.  Penang
and Johor Biru  as more
people pref&red  to travel
by car.

He  added that  Malacca
shou ld  choose  whe the r  i t
wanted the industry or
the  a i rpor t .
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