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MALACCA, Mon. — Malay
sia plans to introduce an
electric train service be-
tween }%o?or ?aru anc_deuklt
Ka itam to provide rap-
id %rl}lansportati.on to the Pep-

legham sad | today. .
—The rme Minister said
that the Government was
now on the verge of commis
sioning a feasibility study
on the™ project. .

“We have decided on . the
project,” he said, adding
that several foreign Eartles,
including France, had of-
%‘e’ed to condyct the study.

Dr_Mahathir could hot
specify when the study
would in but believed it
would take between six
months and a year to com-

pee. . . .

“It is a mgor project. We
have not st a timgrame for
it to start or when it will be
completed,” he said at a
Press conference after
launching the Omaged  En-
terprise  Corporation (M)
Sin Bhd in Ayer Keroh.

The plan was a follow-up
to the introduction of elec-
tric train services between
Seremban and Rawang via
Kuala Lumpur and befween
Kuala Lumpur and Port
Klan% under the ongoing
double-tracking project.

Dr Mahathir said to en-
able the electric, train pro-
ject to be implemented, " the
Government  efi there was a
need to straighten and re-
align the railway tracks for
he "trans to run’ faster.

The Prime Minister had
also made a passing refer-
ence Eodth_e elteﬁ:tnc '[I’alé1

roject during the ground-
Ecrgrar%%ggt&gre%on glé)flutrhe

( echnolo
City at Batu Berendam egy
her “in the moming.

‘He sid the pr dec-
tric tran service would pro-
vide more alternatives to
commuters. i

“Train  services have
proven efficient in advanced
countries  like Japan and 1ie-
veloping countrieshllke_ n-
dia. Why can't we have it?
The Prime Minister said
he could not provide detals
of the é)ro project  until
the study was completed,
but it could possibly. be
linked to the train services
in Thailand and Singapore
to make it a trans-regional
Asean fran  network.

Dr Mahahir sad the net-
work might dso connect-
ed to the proposed rail link
from the new Kuala Lum-
ur international airport at
epang, Selangor, to Kuala
.Lumpéné and other major cit-
ies and towns. .

Asked wrhether Keretepi
Tanah Melayu Bhd woultd
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Why no decision on upgrading Malacca airport
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be given tge project, Dr Ma-

hathir sad: _
“Maybe we can leave it to
iKTM . .. mayte the govern-
| ment will invest in'it and

later offer it to KTM. We
don't know yet”

He aso explained why
the federal government had
not decided to upgrade the
Batu Berendam arport to

international status. had become shorter.

He said with the exis- Chief Minister Tan_ Sri
tence of the North-South ~Abdul Rahim Tamb&cmk,
Highway, more peopleogatd in his geech, hal &xpressed
ed to travd by road ind his wish to have the arport
of flying as travelling time  upgraded?
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