
Competitive edge in Y
composite techndogy,T -I

craft Malaysia to manufac-
ture the Eagle XTS. an are-

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir
‘Mohamad yesterday
.  l aunched  the  reg ion’s  on ly

Composi te  Technology Ci ty
(CTC)  in Batu Berendam,
Malacca, describing it as a
pinnacle  of  Malays ia’s  ven-
ture  into  the  high- tech com-

na and a composite  factory
will be built.

to  master  technologies  that
are foreign to them.”

Dr Mahathir said Malay-
sia did not have the ambi-
tion to produce aircraft like
Boeing 741, but was quite
ambitious to produce air-
craf t  parts .

Composites Technology
Development Corporation
(CTDC) chairman Tan Sri
Dr Omar Abdul Rahman
said CTDC might  work with
big names in the industry
like Boeing, Airbus, Pratt &
Whitney and the Shorts
Brothers  for  projec ts  locat -
ed there.

pos i t e  indus t ry . -
The comoosite industrv.

he said, is-one of world’s
new indus t r i e s ,

The composi te  technology
c i ty  i s  Dr  Mahath i r ’ s  b ra in-
child. He announced plans
last year to establish the
city as a means to help the
country  move in to  the  aero-
space  indus t ry .

Composite is a high-per-
forming industrial material
wh ich  i s  t he  i dea l  subs t i t u t e
for a range of products in
aerospace and non-aero-
space  indus t r i e s .

The ground-breaking cer-
emonv yesterday was for
the first chase  of the oro-
posed 206ha  zone. For ‘the
23ha  first phase, an aero-
space indusfry centre to
manufacture composite
parts, a plant for Eagle Air-

Renresentat ives  of  sever-
al fdreign  firms, including
Boeing Commercial Air-
plane, Airbus  Industrie,
Pratt&Whitney and Shorts
Brothers  were  a lso  present .

He exnlained to them that
Malaysfa  also wanted to be
an  indus t r i a l i sed  and  deve l -
oped  count ry  and  has  g iven
itself until 2020 to be one
“although we have a tradi-
tion of doing things very
q u i c k l y ” .

For example,  he said there
was a factory which was
completed in six months,
though it was originally
scheduled for  18 months .

“That ’ s  the  pace  we  have
se t  for  ourse lves .  Our  people
acquire skills very quickly
and this has enabled them

Collaboration need not
only be  in  jo int  manufactur-
ing  of  components?  he  sa id .

“Thei r  cer t i f ica t ion  in  the
projects  or  products  manu-
factured at  the CTDC wil l  be
useful ,”  he  sa id .

Chief Minister  Tan Sri  Ab-
dul Rahim Tamby Chik said
Malays ia ’ s  ven ture  in to  the
composite industry would
give i t  a  compet i t ive  edge as
it was one of the vorld’s
new indus t r i e s .

Among the companies ex-
pected to be based in the
composite zone are Mofaz
Air, Wirakris Udara Sdn
Bhd, Melaka Flying Club
and Malacca Flying Acade-
m y
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