Dr M:

MALACCA, Mon. - For-
agners need not fear invest-
ing in Mdaysa as the Gov-
ernment_does not_practise
racia discrimination, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir H6ha-
maysaldtoday. i

The Prime Minister said
they could ret assured that
theywould be treated well
and gain from their invest-
ments” in_this country.

Speaking at a Press con-
ference after launching the
RM1.2 billion Taiwan-
owned Ornasteel Enterprise
Corporation (M) Sdn Bhd &
Ayer Kergh, he sad the Mg-
Iaéysian Government provid-
edinvestment opportunities
to investors, regardless of
race.

He said this when asked
by a reporter from Taiwan
t0 comment on whether a'ﬁ-
wanese investors could feel
safe investing in Malaysia
and that they would not be
discriminated . against.

_Dr Mahathir said Malay-
sia had been able to avoid
any racial issue by treating

eople fairly, regardless of
r%ce.p y. reg

“In Mdaysa, we give ev-
g g
said, addin ysia
was tﬁe region's best a|lr>1/vest-
ment vlace. . )

Asked how Taiwanese in-
vestors and businessmen
coud help, Mdaysa achieve
its objective to become a
developed country by 2020,
the Prime  Minister sad they
could provide trainig% to et
sure smooth and effective
transfer of technology and
community services.

The Talwanese reporters
dso wanted t0 know wheth-
er the Malaysian Govern
ment was willing to grant
ermanent resident sfatus
to Taiwanese businessmen
in Mdayda, to which he re
plied that this would be giv-
en to them on merit.

Asked whether Malaysia
would change its policy. to
improve diplomatic ties
withTaiwan, Dr Mahathir
said its relationship with
Taiwan was cordia ‘and in

accordance with the normal
international practice.

Asked to comment on the
support  shown by some  Eu-
ropean countries for Taiwan
to join the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade,
Dr Mahathir said Malaysia
upported It as Tawan ~was
a g( trading  country.
~Asked to' comment on
similar sup%ort for Taiwan
to join the United Nations,
he'said Malaysla reserved
its  opinjon.

In his speech at the
launching = ceremony, Dr
Mahahir sid he was awae
of negative reports in Tai-
wan on’ Malarsian policies
which alegealy were djs-
criminatory towards the
Chinese.

“It is not true' that the

Chinee in Mdaysa ae not
treated fairly,” he said,-add-
ing that some of the reports

published in Taiwan were
disturbing. )

Dr Mahahir added that it
had__been wrongly reported
In Talwanese héwspapers

Foreign investors need not fear

that the Chinese in Malay-
da coud not live fredy and
that there were racial con-

flicts In Madaysa

“This is not true. The Chi-
nese community in Malay-
sia, as in other countries,
are the most dpros,perous
community, and Taiwanese
investors here could attest
to this” he sad.

Elaborating on the Gov-
ernment’s support for the
local Chinese community,
Dr Mahathir said Chinese
vernacular schools were al-
lowved in Mdaysa |

“In many countries, ihe
sting up of such schoals is
prohibited.

“Here, we help these
schools and that is why Tai-
wanese Investors do not
face any communication
problem™ with their local

: 88 /L ,

Dr Mahahr dso sad the
success recorded by Malay-
ga in the economic” fidd fir-
ther attested to the harmo-

W among the multiracial
alaysian~ community.
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