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KUALA TUMPUR, June 17 ?ﬁirnama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mghamad today
called for renewed efforts by Muslim nation¥ for an Tslamic renaissance to
revive the qglerious Tslamic civilisation. i
*  The mission was not. impossible if they were prepared L0 acquire Lhe
- relevant knowl edqe, the Pr-i me" Mini ster said .

He added there was a need to learn from history, change atlitudes and
refrain from dividing knowledge into those that. was rel igious or secular 1N
order to achieve the purpose.

Open-ing the World Tslamic Cnv:1nsa11un Festival "94 (WICF) at the

_Tslamic Centre here, Dr Mahathir said: "If we want. to' regain the glorious
. age of Tslam, we have a qreat need to lears from the founding and the
spread of Tslam. History is the greatest teacher." ‘

Mini sters and religi ous offi cers attended the openi ng of the four-month
festival, the fi rst. of its ki nd.ever organised in -the country.

A priceless array of Islamic artifacts from more than 20 countries will
he on display during the festival being held at four places —- Islamic
‘Centre, National Planetarium, National Musémm and National Art Gallery. —-
more
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The countries ‘are Britajn, Brunei, China, Eqypt, Germany, Hong Kong,
Tndia, Indonesia, Tran, Ttaly, Jordan, Morecco, the Philippines, Qatar,
Singapore, Spain, South Africa, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, the United
States and Uzbekistan.

Recalling the glorious era of Tslam, Dr Mahathir said though military
strength and sophistication played a role, the 1 asting contributions of
Muslims were in the fields of mathematics, science, medicine, astronomy and
human knowledqe.

He added : "This was possible hecanse in the early period of Islam, the
quest. for knowledge was not. restricted by narrow interpretations of the
religion.

"In other words, the early Mnslims followed ¢losely the examples of the
Prophet. in leadership, in acqui si tion of wealth and "knowledge while not.
reqlecting the performance of the compulsory ibadah."

Dr Mahathir said the current situation was unfortunate, with the "
downgrading of knowledge that. was regarded as non-veligious and Musl im
historians concentrated almost. exclusively on the comtrihution of the
spiritual. -- more
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To rebuild . the qlorious era, he said, there was a great need for the
Miuslims to debunk some of the current bel mfs that. had contrbuted towards
the decline.

"principal among these 1is the teaching that. Lhe world -is not meant"for
the believers. (Tnstead) it 1is meant for the non-believers to enjoy,” he
added . o 7 . .

Dr Mahathir SAdit was true that some Of things which the |
non~hel i evers enjoyed were things that. Musl ims should not hanker for but,
he asked if it was true that they should not benefit. from the agbundant
bounty that God had hestowed.

"The world is not a gift of Allah to the non-believers but it isagift
to the believers." he said. ‘ _ ' .

He added: "Unless and unti 1 we stop di vi ding knuwledqexntqrg]|q10us
and the secul ar, un] ess we regard d) knowledge as fa ithenhafci ng and,
therefore, not only permissable but vital to Muslims and their failh,we
are never everqoing to rebui 1d T8l amic ci vil isation.

Worst still, we are going to remain, i.n the modern equivalent of the
Dark Ages. . ) '

“And so, the first step towards an Tslamic renaissance is to debunk the
bel i ef that the world is not For ws, that knovwledge, other spi ri \udl
knowledge, is secular and must: be proscribed.” -- wmore
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In building a modern Tslamic civilisation, Dr Mahathir said it shonld
be in the context of the achievement. of hnman1tv at the present gime; it
should reflect contemporary ]| fe and thoughts whi ch vere relevant to modern '
times but still compatible with Islamic teachings.

"Tf we bel ieve that Tslam -is for all aqes, then we will be ‘
contradieting this be3ief if we consider Tslamic ¢ivil isation is possible
anly in the 7th century of the Chr i sti an era i n Madi nah, " he added.

Dt Mahathir dso pointed out -that the avil isation to be bui 1t should
not be for the purpose of confronti ng other socielies or civili sations.

He said: "Ti shonl ¢ contri hate towardSthe sumtota 1 of human progress.
Tt shoul 4 shov compat. ¥ bj 1 1 ty andbalance between the spiritualandthe
material, between progress and woral values, helwsen rel igion and worldl v
concerns .,

"Tt should provide the alternative to a world thal has so obviously
lost its direction. It should be a viable and doLeplable alternative, based

on reasoned arguments rather than the blind Faith ln certain tendentious
interpretations of Islam." —— more
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Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said it was sad that Muslim
governments were weak and that. anarchy or, at. least, had governments
prevai led in most” Mus]im countries today.

Tt was also saddening that Musl im countries had to seek assistance from
non-Musl im governments and not thej 1© Mus] im brothers in time of need, he
added.

Dr Mahathit said establishing a new organisation of Tslamic countries
to replace the existing Organisation of Tslamic Conference was not the
ansver for a stronger Yslamic community.

Tnstead, every nation, including the small countries, must strengthen

itself domestically by acquiring all the relevant knowledge, he added. -~
Bernama
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