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DR MAHATHTR CAJ,J,S  FOR NEW &AMTC  RENATSSANCE L
. '
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KUdii,A  J!I!MPIIR, June 17 (Rernama) -- Uatuk  Serb  Dr Mahathir~MMhamad  today

cailed  for renewed efforts hy Musl'im  nationS.far  an Tslamic:  r.enaissan.c!e  to
revjve  the qlor:ious  Tslamjc  c:iv:i.l'Isatjon. ., '_ i-

. The mission was not. impossible if they were prepared Lo  acquire the
' '. relevant know1 edqe, the Pr-i me' M.i ni ster  sa:id  _

H.e  added there was a need to learn from hishory,  chanqe  at:l.itqdes  and '
rafraj'n  from div:idinq  knouledqe  inLo those  that. was re.l iqjous (31'  sectrlar in
order to aczhieve  the purpose.

Open-inq the World Tslam-io  C~v~lisat~iof~  Festival '94 (WTCF) at the
.Tsl.amicr  Centxe  here, Dr Mahat.hir  said: "If we want. to'  ,reqain  the qlorions

, . aqe of Tslam, we have a qreat  nred to learn from the fanndinq  and ,l:?te
spread of Jslam. History is the qreatcst.  teacher."

Mini sters and rel:iq:i  ous offj cxrs attended the opsn:i  nq of the four-month :
Eest.i.val  , the fi rst. of its ki ncl.ttver  orqanisec? ,in -the country.
A prjczeless array of Tslam'ir:  ,art,ifact.s  from more than 20 countries wi.11

he on display durinq  the festival  beiny  hal.d  at four placles  -- Islamic
,Centre, Nat'ional  Planetarium, Nat<?na.l  Mns$nm  and Nat.icnca.1  Art Gallery-  -- , .
more
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The countries 'are Rrjtajn,  Brune,i, Ch:ina;Eqypt,  Germany, Honq  Ranq,
Tndia, Tndonesia,  Tran, Ttaly, Jordan;  MO~~OCICO,  the Philippines, Qatar,
Sinqapore,  Spali,n,  South  Africa, Thailand, Tun-isia,  Turkey, the IJnitad
States and I!ehekist.an.

Reeallinq  the glorious era of Islam, Dr Mahathir  said though military
strenqth  and sophistjcation  played a role, the 1 ast.inq  eontr5txotions  of
Mus'lims  were in the fields of mathcntati.r:s,  science,  medicine, astronomy and
human knowledqe.

He added : "Thi.s  was possible  bcxanse  ,in  the early period of 'Islam,  the
quest. for knowledqe was not. restr:ic:t.ed  by narrow interpretations of the
reliqion.

"Tn other words, the early  Mnslims followed c:losely  the examples of the
Prophet. in leadership, in acqu:i  si tion of wealth  and 'knowledqe while not.
neqleetinq  the performance of the eompnlsory  ihaclah."

Ur Mahathjr  said the current  situation was un':f.c~r1:~unate, with the "
downqradinq  of knowledge that. was reqarded  as non-reliqions  and Mnsl im
historians c!oneent.ratcd  almost. exc+us.ively  on the cont.r~hr~t.ion  of the
spiritual. -- more
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To rebxild  ,t.he qIc?riolls  era. he sai  a,  there was a qreat  need for the
M11~;1,ims  t.o  debnnk,  some of the wrrent  be1  iefs that. had contrbuted  '&ards
the decline. * '

"Principal  amnnq  these 'is  the t.eachinq  that. Lhe  world -is not meant for
t.he  believers. (Tnsteac?)  :il-.  is meant for the non-believers to enjoy,” hf+
added _

or Mahat.hi.r  said it was true .that  some of’ thinqs  which t.bt?
non-be)  j eyers e,n.jo,ye!d  were thixlqs  that Musl ims sh(juld  not halIke?-  fur bl11;,
he asked if jt  was trlle  t.hat. they s1~oul.d  noI:  benefit. from ,the  abundant
bounty  that God had hestrwed.

"The world  is not a qift of Allah to the non-believers but it. is a qift.
to  t,he b.eljevers.”  he said.

He added: “Unl.ess  and anti 1 we stop di vi d-inq  knowledqe  i.nt.r)  rc?l  i qiocls
and t.he  secxl ar, un]  ess we reqard  al 1 knowledqe  as i’a it:h eohaWi  rw a'd,
therefore, not.  only permissable  b,ut  vital t.o  !?uslims  and their faiI.h, w
ar,e  never  ever  qo:inq  I:O  rebui Id  Ts.l  am.ic  c.i  v.i.l isation.

Worst st.ill, we are qoinq  to remain, i.n the modern equivalent  of the
Dark Aqes.

"And so, the first  step towards an Ts'lam'ic renaissance .is IX) debunk t-he
be) j ef that the world  :is nr?l: For us,  that,  knowledqe,  oT.hc?~  spi  1-i  tual
knowledqe, is  secn]ar  and must: he proscribed.” -- more *
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Tn  h~u:ilcljnq  a moderr~  Tslam.ic  ciyilisat.jon, hr Mahathir  said 51;  should
be in  the cont.ext  of the achievement. OF humar1it.y  at r.he present time; it*
should  reflect.  contxmporary  .1 j fe arId thuuqhts  wfti ch  were  relevant.  I:()  moderl,  ”
tim?S bllt stjll c o m p a t i b l e  with  Tslaelic~tea(lhirlgs. * ’

"Tf we bel  ieve that Tslam  -is lor all aqes, t.hejp we w,ill  by: I

contradictinq  this be3 ief if we c:onsidcr  Tslamic!  c:ivil  isat'ion  .is p()ssjble
(:nly  j.n  t.he  7th cent.ur*y  of the Chr i st-i  an  era ,i n ~ad:i  nah, 11 he atlded.

nr Mabath’i  r also pointed out .thal:  the civil isation to  be bl1.i lt: sholi1.d
not .h for th. purpose  of confront:j  nq tr~;her  societ.ies or‘  c:iv;i  I i sal;ions.

He said: "Tl. shonl d contri bwLe towards t-hc! ‘SIIIII  cota 1 o,l:  hllman  proqress.
Ti-  shll  d SLOW  ~apat.  i \)j I i 1:~  and ha 1 arIm bel:ween t,he s,pj r.i  ~:!,a 1 alld ~:he
material, betweert  proqress  arid  maral vallles, beI.www  rel  iq.ion  and uc.>rldl  y '
concerns _
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Speakinq  to reporters later, Dr Mahathir  said it was sad that  MusJim
yovernments  were weak and that. anarchy or, at. Ieast.,  had governments
prwai  led .in most' Eluslim  count.riPs t.c.xlay.

'It  was also saddeninq  t.hat  P!usl  im wuntrjes  had to seek assistawe  frwnr
non-Musl  im qovernments  and not.  thei I‘ Musl im brothers in t.itne of !teed,  he
added.
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