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AR?!  MOVEMENT A THRRAT TO NATTONAL  SECIJRTTY,  SAYS PM
'hm /v
'KUALA T,UMPIJR,  {June  17 (Bernama)  ;-

&
lIat.uk  Sari Dr Mahathir MohamiJd  s?:id-..

today t.he  Al.  Arqam Musl'im  f-tlndamantal~ist.  movement, had renc3ed  a level-  That
could t.hreat.en  nationa1,secwrit.y  but.  t.he  qovernment  vo111d  be cautions  in

a I.t.akjnq  any action to reform it.
The Prime Minister sai.d  the people miqht  wronqly  conclnda  .I:hat.  the

qov!rnment. was tryinq  t.0  sopp1~3ss  an  Tslamic  moveme'nt.  if it. acted because
t.hey  did not real i.se t.hat  Al Arqam's  txachinqs  had become deviant..

Comment.Snq on the Ts.lam.ic  Centre's  d:i.sclosnr-e  that Al Arqam  was
.' traininq  its own milit.ant.  force, I)r*  Mahathir said action needed to be taken

'to check the spread of it.s inflwnce. . . , I ..  . . . "We h?ve  to act. ef fect.ivel  y and, to be effect'ive,  we need the people's .
snpport.,  " he t.old  reporters after operl<nq  the WorJ  d Ts.l  am'ic  Civi 1. isation
Fest.i.val '94 here.

Towards this end, t.he most.~im&~rtan.t  thinq,  was to make t.he  people  aware
t.hat  Al Arqam had devjat.ed  Pro@:the  true t.eachiIlqs  of Tslam, he'said-  --
m o r e
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Dr Mahathi  r sa.id  the st.and  t.aken  by Arqam  members .in reqard,inq tbe:ir
leader Ustaz  Ashaari Muhammad as a .prr$het  cJ.early  showed the mcjvemeat had
,qone  astray.

The Tslamic  Centre's c1ai.m  was denied by Al Arqam which snqqested  that.
a dialoqoe  be held to clear  the corrfusion.

Ur Mahathir, who is  also Home Minister, said a dialoqne  would not
produce any result.

"Thi.s  matter can' only be resol.ved  by exposing thejr  acti.v.it.ies'.",
He said any movement based ori  fanaticism and persorJa]jty c&t. co~!ld

undermine ii country's securi.tY.
This cot~ld  be seen from the experiences of many cour~t.r:ies,  he added.
When small, it u0nl.d  not pose a danqer,

leaders'
bnt  as, i;i  expanded arld its

said.
influence qrew, they uou.ld  def.in:it.ely  warit  t.o  rule the c.mrr~t.ry,  he

Or Mahathi.r  sai.d  this trend cc~nld  be detected.' in  the Al Arqam mnveme'nt.
"Arqam has expressed a'n jntent.ion  to lead the cour!try.  Ry what' mearts,

we don't know," he sa<d. -- Rernarna
AZG YRY 1,DR

'?17/06/16-59MST  '


	Arqam movement a threat to national, security, says PM (Bernama 17/06/1994)

