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Mahat.h.i r-EAEC
MAT,AYSTA  HOPFS  5AT’AN NOT TNFTrUENCET>  BY T!S
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KTIALA T,llMPUR  , Jnrie  1 7 (Bernama ) - -  Dat:uk.Ser.i  Dr  Mahathir M_&unad,
disappointed wit.h t.he Americ!an  stand aqajks’f;--the  proposed East. Asia
Economic Caucrls (EAEC?  , ..hopes  Japan w.i  11 .not be j nflcler~ced by Wash:inqton.

The Prime Mini.st.er  is also upset. with the chanqe  in stand by the
C3jnton  admin:ist.ration which had earl ier said it. would be open-minded
towards the Asean  proposal.

Foreiqn press reports said Washinqton’s  latest opposition -to  RAEC  wonld
make it. dj f fi r:uJ t for Japan to arxept Asean  ’ s j nv i t.at  i on to ,ioi n the
c3incns _ -But,  Japan  i s waiting to he formal 1 y -informed by l-he !lS _

Comme,nt.i aq o’rj  the developm&~nt  , Dr  Mahathi r quest.iorted  the rat.iona\e  of

II

the. IJS  stand _
He sai.d EAEC  was not a trade bl.or:  or formal

establ:i shment for econ0m.i  c: (x)-operation.  .
“We are very d i sappoi nted because, prev j ous

adm.i  ni st.rat..ion  appeared more open  mi~nde,d, ” .he
launchi nq the World Tsl.ami c Civi I isatj.‘on  Fest.
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Dr Mahat.hjr  said Malaysia and its Asean  part.ners had repeatedly
, ;explai.ned  that EAEC  was not a .t,rade  bloc: and t.hey would cont,i.nue  to do so.

He al so sa:id  Ma1  aysja djd  not. underst.and  why FARC  was rejected- “Ts .i t.
because of our <:olour?”  he asked. ,

He said Malaysia would not  a3 low the djfferences  over the EAEC,
orqinally mooted hy Malaysia, to jeoparfljse  i t.s re1at.ionshi.p  with the 11s.

. “We wj  11 llse  our frj endshi  p to evpl a.in our st.and  (t,c?, the US) , ” he
added.. . . : Dr Mahathi r had said Mal  aysia-IIS  ties wei;! set, f;;r the better after hi.?,
meet.:inq with President Cljnton durjnq hjs r.ecxn~:,  visjt to t.hF US. ’

Foreiqn Minister Uatuk Dr Ahdnllah  Radawi  said Malaysia hoped Lo  qat  a
clearer pjctare  from <Japan at. t.ti& ,clpcominq  Post. M,i ni slxrial Conferonce  of ’

t .he  Asean  Ministerial Meet.iriq ,in Banqkok  lat.er Lhis month.
He said Japan had aqreed  that ‘it Would  d?sc’trss the matter after Asearl

had formal i sed the estahl.i,shment,  o.f  ,t.he i?AP,C. “We hope. they st.and  hy t.hsir . .
decisjon.” - -  R e r n a m a
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