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MALAYSTA HOPES JAPAN NOT TNFLUENCED BY us )
ay ‘
KUALA LUMPUR , Jure 1 7 (Benama ) - -  Datuk.SeriDr Mahathir Mohamad,

disgppointed with the American Stand agaifst the proposed East. Asia
Economic Caucus (FARC) , hopes Japan wi 11 not be j nfluenced by Washington.

The Prime Minister IS also upset. with the change in stand by the
Clinton administration which had earl ier said it. would be open-minded
towards the Asean proposal.

Foreign press reports said wWashington's latest opposition to FAEC would
make it. di f fi ¢n) t for Japan to accept Asean' S v i tati on to join the
canens . But, Japan is waiting to be formad 1 vy -informed by the US .

Commenti ng on the development . Dr Mahathi v questioned the raticnale of
the. Us stand .

He said EAEC was not a trade hloc or formal forum but merely al oose
establi shmet for economi ¢ co-operation. .

"We are very d i s3ppoi nted because, prev i ons |y, Lhe Clinton
admi ni stration appeared more open minded, " he tol d reporters af ter
launchi ng the World Tslami ¢ Civi | isation Fest.ival '94 here. -- moce
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. Dr Mahathir said Malaysia and its Asean partners had repeatedly
, .explained that FAEC was not a .trade hloc and they would continue to do so.

He al SO said Mal avsia did not. upderstand Why FAEC was rejected- “Ts i t.
because of our ¢olour?" he asked. !

He sad Mdaysa would not a3 low the differences over the FARC,
orginally mooted hy Madaysa to jeopardise i ts relationship with the us.

“We vi 11 use our fri endshi p t0 expl ain our stand (to the US), “ he
added.

-+ Dr Mahahi r had sad Mal aysia-US ties were Set, for the better after his
meeting with President Clinton during his recent ViSjt t0 the US.

Foreign Minister Datunk hr Abdnllah Badawi said Malaysia hoped to get a
clearer pictnre from Japan at. the wpcoming Post. Mi ni sterial Conference of

t.he Asean Ministerial Meeting in Bangkok later this month.

He said Japan had agreed that ‘it would discuss the matter after Asean
had forma i sed the establishment of ‘the EAEC. "We hope. they stand hy their
decision.® - - R er nama
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