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KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. -
There is a need to debunk
some beliefs in the Islamic
world which have contribut-
ed to the decline of the
greatness of the Islamic civi-
lisation,,  Prime Minister Da-
tuk Sen Dr Mahathir Moha--
mad said today.

He said theprincipal belief
to be corrected was that the
world is not meant for the
believers, and that the
world is meant only for the
non-believers to enjoy.

He added that Muslims
must also stop dividing
knowledge into the reli-
gious and the secular. Un-
less Muslims stopped doin
this, they may never rebuil3
Islamic civilisation and
Muslims may forever re-
main in the modern equiva-
Fam-.  of the Dark Ages, he

Dr Mahathir said all

Spain, Tunisia, Uzbekistan, ’
Brunei, Bahrain, Indonesia,
Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Uni&
ed Kingdom, Morocco, Iraq,
India and other countries
have contributed artifacts
for the exhibition.

The Prime Minister said:
“Surely our studies would
make us ap

P
reciate  and be-

lieve in Al ah even more
stron
and  t

ly.
PI

Surely the deeper
e more extensive the

knowledge, the greater
would be the faith for what
we discover throughea;s
studies to be even
miracles than we tfought
after a casual glance; mir
acles  which only Allah can
create.

“Yet Muslims are afraid to
study all the mysteries
around them, to discover
the wonders of Allah’s cre-
ation, and to utilise them
even as we utilise plants
and animals for food and all
the other creations of Allah
to sustain and enhance the
quality of our life.

knowledge should be re-
garded as “faith enhancin
and vital to the Muslims a n8
their faith.”

He said this at the open-
ing of the World Islamic Civ-
ilisation Festival 1994 at the
Islamic Centre here today.

Dr Mahathir said: “And so
the first step towards an Is-
lamic renaissance is to de-
bunk the belief that the
world is not for us, that
knowledge, other than spiri-
tual knowledge, is secular
and must be proscribed.

“Instead, such knowledge
should be sought for it can
truly strengthen faith and
revive the .ytne”  of the
Islamic civi  isation.

The festival is the first of
its kind staged here. It has
brought to ether under one

flroof more t an 1,700 historic
artifacts from 23 countries,

including coins, ceramics,
textiles, gems and stones,
weapons, Al-Quran, manu-
scripts, calligraphy, engrav-
ings and other items.

Participating museums----_
from Turkey, Iran, China,

PM; Muslims face
n Fkoh  I &GE  ONE their faith, he added. ’ * ’ *

‘great scholars of the golden
pericd  of Islamic civilisa-
tion were not just special-
ists in their fields but, al-
most invariably, they were
learned in the teachings of
Islam.

They were thus able to
relate their knowledge to
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“Because we do not study
in depth, Muslims today
have to rely on the results
and the discoveries of those
of other faiths.

“Today many of us are
totally dependent on the re-
sults of the non-Muslims’

earth is not for us,.then  why
do we share the discoveries
and inventions of the non-
believers who study the cre-
ation of Allah, and use their
knowledge to better their
life on Earth?”

Dr Mahathir said the
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“Today, Muslims either
know the teachings of Islam
exclusively or they are
learned in other subjects,
equally exclusively. They
are therefore unable to re-
late the one with the other.

and  reject anfiing  they do
not know as being secular
and proscribed,, or having
studied non-religious sub-
jects they find themselves
unable to defend- their
knowledge as it relates to
their faith.

vance of their knowledge to
Islam they are at a loss for
an acceptable answer. They
often feel guilty or alterna-
tively they reject religion
because of their inability to
reconcile what they have
learnt with the teachings of
Islam.

chotomy remains, there will
always be a dearth of schol-
ars of subjects which are not
specific to the faith among
Muslims, thus condemning
the Muslims to backward-
ness and preventing the
achievement of a glorious
Issdmic  civilisation,” he“As a result they either

become spiritually fanatical
“When challenged by reli-

gious fanatics as to the rele- “For as long as this di-
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