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The Al-Argam movement
has reached a level that may
threaten national securltP/.
but the Government has fo
be cautious in lealing with
it 1. avoid possible misun-
d , tanding amsong the peo-
pl Dutuk Seil Ty Mahathir
Monatnad, said tudiy

T Privec Mindster said
Lo o ciaaarent wanted to
avt vt oofoeely agdinst the
I cneat but waudd have
to vducate the people first
Ut the atter

Hi sald many people sl
belics ed that Al-Argam’s ac
tivities were i line with
Istamn though tho: wec nol
Taking actionn agaitst it
might make the po opli
think that the Government
was suppressing an Islamic
movement, he said.

“1f we don’t exglain the
danger posed by Argam, the
people may think we are
suppressing an Islamic
movement.

“If we suppress what the
people consider an Islamic
movement, they may not
support the Government,”
Dr Mahathir said.

He was asked to comment
on the Al-Argam after open-
ing the World Islamic Civili-
sation Festijval ‘94 %NICF) a
the Islamic Centre here.

Asked to comment on the
denial by the movement
that it has an armed unit of

313 cdled the Tentera L
as alleged by the Islamiz
Centre, Dr_Mahathir said ke
was convinced that the Is-
lamic Centre had groung 3
say so

On

‘Al-Argam’s cai’ for &

and the movemei! :
sentatives to find the -
Dr Mahathir said it
ne: - lp clea
Ag,i;ed whi

s Uit s o
hen 1t grows
- feels he is

: ~ertainly has an
R T Fivre and now the
leader said that he wishes to
become the country’s lead-

reat g

er.

“If we look at other Islam-
ic countries,, small move-
ments are first harmless,
but when they grow and get
big support, certainly their
leaders will have big ambi-
tion, which is to control the
situation in the countries.

“We see the trend in the
Al-Argam . . . in the past we
did not pay much attention
because we then considered
it a small deviant group,” he
said.

Asked whether he consid-
er it a rea threat to the
country now, Dr Mahathir
said it was “more or less a

threat”.

“But what is imn
that tefore thin
toe bir and diffic :
it isetter toact,” .

On the activities of the
movement's leaders wvutside
tne country, Dr Mahathir
saig they were actively
sees;;ing support from those
wi2o did not know their ac-
tual teachings.. )

On whether it had possi-
bly received the support of
some |eaders in Malaysia,
the Prime Minister sad it
was possible for both parties
to use each other’s influence
for their respective benefits.

Asked the sort of action
that the Government would
take against the Al-Argam,
the Prime Minister said:

“The first thing of course
is to educate the people as to
its deviational aspect, Ar-

am is teaching a religion
that is not actually Islam
and is making out their
leader Ashaari (Mohamed)
as the Imam Mahadi (the
awaited one to be sent by
God to proclaim to _mankind
that doomsday is near) . . . s
we have to explain to the
people before we take ac-
tion.”

On what he thought about
?l—Arﬁam’.sdeconomic activ-
ities, he sad: =

Well . et i one of the
ways they spread their in-
fluence. As you know they
use children for the purpose
of spreading their activi-
ties,” he added.
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