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The Al-Arqam movement
has reached a level  that  may
threaten national security.J but  the  Government  has  to
bc cautious in iealing  with
it t..  ,(v,~id pc~ssible  misun-
(I , .t‘,~~diug  .ubong the peo-
p,  l>;rt,~b  b,-i:  I)r Mahath&

might  make  ttlt> pc  0p,1(
think that the Government
was  suppress ing  an  I s lamic
movement,  he said.

“If we don’t exolain the
danger  posed  by Arqam, the
people may think we are
suppressing an Islamic
m o v e m e n t .

“If we suppress what the
people consider an Islamic
movement, they may not
support the Government,”
Dr ivlahathir  said.

He was asked to comment
on the Al-Arqam after  open-
ing the  World  Is lamic  Civili-
sation Fesfiva! ‘94 (WICF)  at
the Islamic Cenfie  here.

Asked to comment on the
denial by the movement
that it has an armed unit of

313 called the Tentem  bstz-
as alleged by the 1~1;~;~
Centre,  Dr Mahathir  said i-,e
was convinced that th* Is-
lamic Centre had ground  i ;c
say so.

,:,  )‘  I ‘,‘“.  -̂-  ..-..-:r,n::p_  . . .,,g< _  .._,  ‘b2.r  i...  en,
,;” i . .  thdd  0::: t~sti-<.i.  -_ ‘.,~.(;  .. :;~.;;.,2lit-J  ‘-;:ii.:  is
:, 1 j : :? : thC’t:At  is idiot  S O
1, ‘,,  .:: so.  I’ .l.:hen It ~Y>WS
‘,i..: i. z ,C:  / feels he is
it!.---‘-‘: -- .:  -r’tainly  has an
llLL\.lltA4L &nd now the
leader  sa id  tha t  he  wishes  to
become the  country’s  lead-
er.

“If  we look at  other  Is lam-
ic countries,, small move-
ments are first  harmless,

l  but  when they  grow and ge t
big support, certainly their
leaders will have big ambi-
t ion ,  wh ich  i s  t o  con t ro l  t he
s i t ua t ion  in  t he  coun t r i e s .

“We see the trend in the
Al-Arqam .  .  .  in  the past  we
did  no t  pay  much  a t ten t ion
because  we then considered
i t  a  smal l  deviant  group,”  he
s a i d .

Asked  whether  he  cons id-
er it a real threat to the
country now, Dr Mahathir
said it was “more or less a

th2t  before things  : ;;:,;.ile
toe ‘&,r-  and difficn:‘-  ‘:c : ;: tJ,
ir is ‘jetter to act?”  1~5 s&u.

3:: the activities of the
movement’s leaders ciutside
the ,;ountry,  Dr Mahathir
saii  they were actively
se&;mg  suppor t  f rom those
&YJ  did not know their ac-
tua l  t each ings .

On whether it had possi-
bly received the support of
some leaders in Malaysia,
the Prime Minister said it
was  poss ib le  for  both  par t ies
to  use  each  o ther’s  inf luence
for  their  respect ive  benef i ts .

Asked the sort of action
that  the  Government  would
take against  the Al-Arqam,
the  Pr ime Minis ter  sa id :

“The  f i r s t  th ing  of  course
is to educate the people as to
its deviational aspect. Ar-
qam is teaching a religion
that is not actually Islam
and is making out their
leader Ashaari (Mohamed)
as the Imam Mahadi (the
awaited one to be sent by
God to  procla im to  mankind
that doomsday is near) . . . so
we have to explain to the
people before we take ac-
t ion .”

On  wha t  he  though t  abou t
AlrArqam’s econor&c  activ-
ities, he said:

“Well . . . that i&f the
ways they spread their in-
f luence .  As  you know they
use  ch i ldren  for  the  purpose
of spreading their activi-
t ies ,”  he  added.
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