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Mahathi r-MC.4 (With pix) 
CONTT?!!!R Sl!PPC?RTTNG THK F!b! C;OVERWk?!?!d?, SAYS PM a 
blTI /? 

‘b 

** 

KUALA J,lJMJ’I!R , Jt~rte 18 ( .e!~aa!llo) -- ‘I’he .peopl.e shc,ul.d c!c,!lt iY!lJf? 

support. i nq the !!ar.isan tizsiona! (IV-!) qo!~e~%e~r!l; !!K:s.~Is~! i !. has f!‘l:c!Yen i ts 
abj.1. it.y r.0 fu1.f i 1 Lht: rtc?etl.s and aspi.ratictns of al 1. r‘a~es, ZJr’imt! Mi !!i sl.er 
Datllk Ser.I Dr Mahathj r Mohamad said l.oc!ay. 

He said the EN! qo?ernnwr!t was fa i.r to all races ard qave pri !)r i?.y tr) 

the:ir :inl:erests arid those of the co~r!try, t,t1a fx!S!Jl !. <!I wh.:! C?! was a 
peaceful and prosper-ens Malaysia free of rac!i.al r.iots. 

The moderate RN qoverrrlment. always op,.(.s.,.. 71 1 ua any fc!rm of eXt.rY%!i Sl!I Whi C:?l 
woll}cj brinq i.astabi.1 i ty and rio’ts in a fltlJ1 It i-fat!.ial and ml t.i-ret iqious 
country 1 .i ke Ma1 ays:i a, he sajd where ogen’i nq M.*.. f-B ’ s 41. s t. all I!I!i-J 1 qelle’ra ! 
assembly at Wisma MCA here. . 

However, certain quarters nneasy wi:th Malaysia’s s!~c:c:ess had cri t.icised 
the country fo.r its alleyed lacrk of democraay arid j J!st.ice tJl!d so-ca l.!,ed 
failure to respect human riqhts and the ),i.ke, he sa:id. 

“What is mwe disappc)if!!:inq is tha, t there are opposi t.im .pr!l i !;i cri alls 
who are :in-f !aent!ed by Lh-i s or .jc!i.:!ed iu such e I forts to smea r the r:o!~y! try ’ s 

imaqe _ They supply (these pec?pI.e, 1 w i t.h j floyrrect jnformat.irtn, ” sai ct. ti!’ 
Mahath j r who i s th,e R?J Cha:i. cman _ dz- more : 
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Dr Mahathir said Y.he qoverrrment, was aware of i ndj vidxal s ant! 
pol iti.cians from the opposi t.i.on ranks H?IO participated i.n Mataysia-bashi rlq 
by a! 1 eqinq there was no freedom (>f speech~ .i r! the c:cx,~!t.ry .i n thei 1 

.‘interviews with the Eoreiqn media. I’ 
Express inq disappair!tmenl. over s!!ch ani.ions, he sa.id t.h.i s was a 

b’et.rayal. of the country, and I--he fact that they could free1 y oai ce thei.r 
opinions exposed !:he.ir 1 ies. 

“Thi s is the di fference between EN mt4)ers and op!>os’i ti or! pa r:ti es. [Jc 
are respons.i bl e in majntaj II i rtq ?.he cxxfttry s :jerfc,rmauce _ . _ on t.he ol:her 
hand the opposit ion parti es do no;rj have any prt?qr’anwes for I;he qcwd CJF Lhe 
country,” he sa,id. 

Some even had the al!dac:i ty to falsei y acc!lse Ma’lavsia of aidinq !.he 
Serbs throuqh :i ts part. i r::ipat. i an .in !:he Unitecl Nati&s peaczekeepi uq rr,rr:o in 
Rosnia-l1erzeqov.i na , he SI id _ 

On t.alk of an early qeneral election, Dr F!ahath-i r sai!? the date had IICI~. 
been deci ded yet but ma fly were qeI.t.i riq the et 6x1. i.on “ft!Yt?l”’ z!ecause C!f l.Ire 

antics of opposition .parties. -- more 
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He said on& party was so desperate .t.hat it had to abandon its 1 iberal 
policies and t.ried to qeL Malay support. by charlq:inq its rlame and trla<m.i~lq 
t.o be a party of the MaLays, for !:he !?a1 ays _ 

Bat. i I\ f rant. C?i the non-Malays, 
riqhts of t.hc non-Malays, he said- 

the par!:y said it was fjqhtir!q for I;he 

The same t.hjnq happened fc?r some per~.ple clajminq to be champ-ions of the 
Chinese hut backed down where chal 1 enqed ‘!.o do somethi nq For t.he commllni ty . 

He said: “What is .it they are .Fiqht:inq for that the Barisan Nasiona! Cs 
not championinq? If they don’t. have a str\iqql.e, i-t.‘.s bel.t.er they shut. up..! 

Dr Mahathir advised t.he Chinese to !:ontinue sup$:rt.inq the MCA because 
i.t could protect their Interests and was acceptable to !Jmnc! and ot.har lW 
components because it. nas non-extremj st ad !jon-racj st. -- more . 
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Dr Mahathir said he was happy that MCA was qettj nq StrOflcjC!r by thC+ tliqy 

and qaininq wider acceptance amonq the Chinese communi t-y, and t.h is augured 
wall for the RN. 

On arrival at I?isma WA, Ilr Mahathir was recetived by MCI\ President. 
llatuk Ser i llr 1c.i nq T,,ionq Sl k, who :i s Waosport F4.i rkj star, and o!:tlc!r ?F.A 
leaders. 

Present at the opwinq of the assembl y irlvo’l vinq some 1 , WC? dvleqates 
were leaders of ot.her Bhl cmTpt.?J!ef!!:S ard former MC.9 pres ider~t. Tar! Sri Ilet! 
San Choon. -- Bernama 
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