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PROPTCAT, TTMRER PRODUCTNG COUNTRTES MUST RE UNTTEDR, SAVE MAHATHIR

hm 2
KURTA [UMPUR, June 18 Eéernama) ~~ Countries nrodueing tropical timber
must. unite as compeltition among them would only beuefit the consumer
countries, Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said todav.

He added that co-qperation among prndEETZihE;hntrjes Tike Malavsia and
Tndonesia was necessarv to engsure that the osrice of Urapical wood did not
derline.

"Tf we compete with opne another, 1t will henefit the buvers, nol Lhe
sellers,”" he told renorters after witnessing the signing of a RM2.59
hillion reverse takeaver agreement hetwees Sahah-hased Constraction and
Supplies House Rhd. (CASH) and Tndonesia's Barito Pacif{ic Group, the
vorld's largest nlvwood onperator. .

He also said there was a need to thwari anv negative efflovts by
nraducers of temnerate timbhar Lo expand Lheir markets. *

"Tf we are united, we can thwart their efforts vhich are really aimed

at increasing the markets for temperate timher. Thév are in no way linked

to the enviroament jssve hut trade," he added. —— more
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Asked about efforts to replant tropical timher in felled aveas, Dr
Mahathir said Malavsia was studving replanting methods in TIndonesia with
view to adopting similar technoloegy.

Althouah Malavsia's forest area was nob as vast as Tadonesia's, the
countrv had its own renlanting programme, he added.

He was also asked ahont the smngqling of Limber logs from Tndonesia to
Malavsia through Melaka and Batu Pahat in Jdohor.

He said it could be curhed with close co-operation hetween the bwo
countries,

"On the other hand, if there is a leqal way Lo import it, that will be
better. IT will henefit Tndanesia and us if it is alloved by Tndonesia,"
added.

The agreement was sigqned by CASH Managing Director Joseph Ambrose l.ee
and Rarito Pacific Group chairman Prajodga Pangestn,

Also nresent were the Indonesian Minister for Tavestment Sanvolo
Sastrowardove, Sabah Chief Minister Tan Sri Sakavan Dandal and CASH
chairman Ahdol Mulok Awang Damit. -— Bernama
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