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Mahat.hir 
(Embargo: for release at 153(n hours today, July ?I 
From Abdul 
PARIS ‘ 

French companies, especially the .larqe 
relocatinq their research and development (R&l>) activities to Malaysia to 
take advant.aqe of the’ country’s rapid ecnnomic qrowth. 

He said that to facilitate this., t-echnolcqy parks had heen set up to 
provide the infrastructure for R&O %~!tiVit.ieS to , supper t the operations of 
hiqh technoloqy industries. ‘. hi 

. i,’ 1 The prime minister made the call when he <&&e at a business meetinq 
uith top French industrialists gd investcrs orqanised by the Conseil 
National du Patronat Francais (CNPP’! here. 

Also present nere leading Malaysian busi.n$ssmen. 
Dr Mahathir , new on it fnur-day nfficial sisit to France, said js a 

major trading natim .rith 2 yell-developed manufacturing sector, France was 
in a fauourable positinn to increase its participation in the Malaysian 
economy. 

c 

He said France had the technoloqy in diverse industrial sectors. 
Plalaysia cnuld draw considerably upn,n .t.he French experience in such 

i11d”StrieS to Strenqth..~. en and diversify further its industrial. Base 
particularly in export-oriented, hiqh ~alue-~ -1dded and hiqh tec!p.u010q\: 
industries, he said. -- morn 
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Mahathir 2 Paris 

I  ‘ The prime minist.er said althcuqh France uas the leading European 
investor in Malaysia, t.jlere were q.bprbrt;!lnities l;c~ f~~rt-h~r irll:.(jnsj.fy  ̂ -..v.. 
cooyeratian- in the industrial. riwtor _ 

He 1 isted aeronautical crJmponents, chemicals, pharmaceuticals, ., . . 

machinery and equipment, tek.4‘ rubber and pl2StiC products, aqro-based 
and resource-based industries as some of ,the areas which offer 
oppcrtuni ti es for French investment. 

The prime minister s,aid‘Malaysia would continue t.9 he a faveurable 
locaticn for ,foreiqn in?restments 2s it wr?s si.tuatcA in the dynamic East 
Asian region. 

Bcinq the fourth in terms of international competitiveness amonq the 
emerqinq economies after Sinqapore, Taiwan and Honq Konq, Dr Mahathir said 
Malaysi,?‘s stronq points were i ts domestic economic st-renqth., financial 
faci4it; 6% . ..I_ , inter.nati,onal trade pclicies, stable qovernment and manaqement 
d~?“‘1C)“pPp t (. ..- --. ’ I 

In addition, it alse had a qovernment that was pro-business. -- mere 
ARES RF! 
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Mahathir 3 (last) Paris 
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P;t present, France is the fifth largest investor in Elalaysia with a 
‘total investment 02 LJS$1 .a billion over the 1988-1993 ,peri.od. 

Total trade between the.t??ro cxxntries alsc? qrcv from US$WY million in 
1905, to USS1.3 hillinn 1as.t year. ’ 

On the recently cxncluded Uruq”ay Bound of’ ‘the PITS in Yarrakesh, Dr 
Mahathir said .it.s full 1. iejle(;itS could only be _rcbaliq~fl if 211 eountrj.es -̂ - .-.. . ..a 

could translate their ~crlitizl c:n.mmitment into action ir! c~arryirtq out 
their chligatic!ns and imple.menting all the CcIncPs’:i.C!!tS aqreed upon. 

He reiterated k!ala.ysia ‘s stand to stronq1.y oppose the mw.'e by certain 
countries to link international .t.rade wi t.ll labour sta9dard - 

The grime pi ni c2.t or urqed E’ranc!e .^.._U .e-* to ensure that the wlarqed Eurovsean 
I!nion c:ontinues tc! be liberal in its trade pnlicies and czntrilnte to the 
strenqtheninq ef the multilateral trac!inq system. 

Austria, Fi!Gand, Norway and Sweden will jrJin the union on Jan-l, next 
year. 

He said it was necessary for France to ensure this as she was an 
impc?rtant. member of the EL!, a ,siqnificax~ contributor .to internationgl 
trade. -- Berxarna 
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