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, President Francois .Mitterrand of Franc!!? has 
I aLtribute? lalaysia ’ s c!ontin!!inq wonnmic success tn her strong cultural 

heritage, cd~riracterised by her hard-uorkinq population, hicfh nwr2i.l values 
and fine nc!rk ethics _ z ? 

.made .t.o Prime Minister I)atuk ::eri Dr 
at the Jati:.er’s palace here ,.,: 

. ;,’ Foreigq..Minister Datulc told P!zlaysi.an newsmen 
1 accompanying the prime minister on his Csit here t.hat t.he French leader 

was very impressed with Malaysia”s strong e~qnc33ic qroxth c!ver the last 
sever31 years. - 

>!alaysi.a is recoqnised as one nf the fastest grwinq economies ‘in the 
WQrld, reyi$i,k.erinq an averaqe annual qrowt$. rate of eight per C!ent for the 
past 18 years. 

c 

“It must have been due tcr your stronq cultwe,” Mitterrand told 
Nahathir after brief pleasentaries at the start of the .6+minute meetinq. 
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Abdullah said apart from evchanqing views on international issues, the 
two leaders also zqreed tc\ further strengthen economic cooperation between 
t>-e t:wo coiJylt- ri 0~’ --A -3 - 

A consortium of French and Malaysian xmpnnies is scheduled to sign a 
memornntlum of undcrst.and.inq later today to pave the xay for joint 
cnoperation and icvestmcnts in third cowtries _ 

I!cscribir?y <he z~cnrd as timelv the president suqqested that. Vietnam 
and South Africa r.:ould be the fi.ikt; cnuntries the consor t.i,unl should. qc to _ 

Ni t.terranc! , whc has just relurned from an CrfficirrI! visit t.0 South 
Africa, said that the pfit.ent,.ial in _ With A frica was trernendcw . 

He also i/lrjntified hnusing 2s ,the most urqent ne# of the poorest. 
sect1x of the 4 <’ .uth African pn!:!ulation and suqyest&d that ric!l na,tinns of 
the wrl? ccme out with a ylan t o assist the country in thi.s area. 

Ya!?athir tc!ld the president that Malaysia ‘had been assistinq the MC 
even btzfore t-hey came .to power. 

The prime minister ret:uestec! the Prewh t9 prwicle educatic~nal trnininq 
places fo:r Yal3y:ian students t9 ease their cnncentration c!n traditional 
cwntries like Britain, the United Stat&, Aus’tral..ia and New %erdand. -- 
more : I 
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