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MALAYSIA HMAS NOT ARANDONE
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The Prime Minister said that there vas no truth vhatscever in the
allegation as Malaysia had never gevered relations with any Western
countries. B

Instead, he gaid, it had been ialay51a' policy to establish relations
with any ﬂnuntrv keen to be friends with .
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close relations with s with which it did
like France was part o fforts to ensure

that the country did not depend only on one pdrty in future. —— more
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He was commen on allegations by some Western media that Malaysia
hag abandoned 1 wlicy to look to the East angyturn again to the West
vhich vas freque v criticiged, .

The Prime Minister said that it was trune that previously Malaysia only
foster close relations with Bhglish-speaking counntries with which it had
traditional ties like Britain. 2

Later, the policy to look to.the East was introduced sc that Eastern
noble values conuld be emulated, he said.

nput I have also alwavs said besides the evils of the West, there are
gome aood things that we can learn from the West," he said.

He said that Malaysia had now been able to achieve a balance in terms
of acovniring of knowledge and busginess oppcrthnjtles n the East and West

He cited as an example the Malavsian-French relatl rnshlp tlrnuqh vhich
Malaveia could derive various benefits in aspects like investwent and
education. .

Tndicating that Malavsian-French bilateral relatiens would now be even
closer, the Prime Minister said that incidenmtally, France had just sel its
rolicy to have closer ties with Asean countries. —— more
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"As our country is regarded by them as dynamic in terms of economic
development, they wish to have close ties with us and keen to have greater
participation in our development efforts," he gaid.

Dr Mahathir, who for the past two days have had discussions with
President Francols Mitterrand and Prime Minister Edonard Balladur, said
that France had agreed to offer places to Malavsian students besidesg
effering nost-graduate courses in medicine, '

He gard that in discussions with French firms, they also agreed to
provide training for Malaysiang ‘orts to transfer their technologv.

.fMy concern is the prepardness of ocur yvoungsters to come here to gLuﬁs.
This 1s becange they have to learn the French, lJanquage first," he said. —-
more
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The Prime Minister said that he had alwvayvs reminded Malavysia's younger
generation on the importance of acquiring at least one foreiqn lenquadge
besides their mother tongue so that the cguntry_would be more progressive
in fut B '

t ang nrof: in E nqllbh French, Arabic and
other lanqueges. This is our policy but it has received poor respense,” he

He felt that the problem arose as a result of lack of self confidence
to the extent that there were some who felt there was a need to build up
self identity through the Malay 1

"Tf we have self confidenc acquire
knowledge in that lanquage w F identitv.”
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Earlier, the Prime Minister was entertained teslunch by Balladur. It
was also attended h‘/ French businessmen. )

He was bombarded with questions on Malavsia's economic policy and his
obiection to efforts Lo 11n1 the question of wafhcr:' vages with

interpational trade.

Dr Mghathir said that in the olden days develeoped countries including

France had child labourers who were pald meagre wages.
Malavsia mav now be at that stage in its development process and as
such

v
t was unfair to link wayé rates with international trade.
aid that the competition between small and large nations should not
lace at the same field as it would be like a match between a dward
aian
. Although the field was level, the dwarf would surely lose, he added. --
Bernama

ARES RM



	Malaysia has not abandoned the look east policy, says Mahathir (Bernama 08/07/1994)

