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Mahathir-technelogy , o ‘ .
NEW TECHNOLOGIES VITAL FOR A PROGRESSIVE MALAYSIA, SAYS @AHATHIR Gvevses f*f\{"
From Abdul Rahman Sulaiman Q4 N

ST NAZATRE (France), July 18 (Bernama) -- Datuk fSeri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad savs Malavsia's efforts in acquiring nevw and anhiq+iﬂafhd
tcchno]ﬁ ties will come to nancht if the people are not keen to learn them.

This will in turn retard the nation's proaress. and Aiou down the
process of transforming Malavsiang into a rﬂvnmc'alle and nrogressive race,
the prime minister said. '

CSoeaking at a press conference here at the end of his four-dav official
vigit to France, he said that for a technology transfer to he nogsible, two
sides must be involved —— that making the offer of the technelogy and that

¢ mue
CJLLLi’q the offer.
ile we keep on saving that people must transfer their technolegies
to us, such a transfer can pever happen 1f our people are not interested in
them," he lcwd :
ter spent ‘the last two davs of his trip attendimg
hltlnf sonhisticated high-technology industrial plants such
tory and the Aercospatiale plant in Toulouse and the French
vy de Atlantique, here. -- more
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Dr Mahathir, who appeared dissatisfled with the current prog rex“ in
technology transfer to the country, said Malay ﬁlgns generally lacked
interest in nev technologies. Becaunse of thig lack of interest, they would

not gtrive hard to acauire them. ' .
"There is nothing difficult or-magical about these technologies. If
only we have deep interest in them and make efforts to acquire them, wve
will he able to make it. I¥ we strive hard, it is not lmpcssthlﬂ for us

acquire the technology to build snacecraft or rockets,™ he s

Asked who should make the effort towards this, the prime minister said
evervone, including the workers, enterprencurs and the govermment, should
make such an effort -

to

To a suggestion that it might he.easier to talk about it rather than do
it as such an exercise needed larqge capital, the prime minister said such a
remark was only an excuse for not wanting to do it.

Money or capital, he said, should not be a problem as some technolegies
could be acauired cheanlv., -— more

ted technolgies can

"Those who c¢an afford expensive and more sonhistica
imwital can go for the chean

in\frn‘t' in them but those who don! L ha\e ldl’(}“ ca
oneg,” he ¢aid.

On the ontcome of hig visit, Dr Mahathir said he was happy with it. The
vigit was qonerally a suecess in terms of r*Jrzhdnc.mq bildteral relationship
with France and improving further economic ties

He said that from the discussions he had with the French leaders,
businessmen and enterpreneurs, it was clear that there was good potential
for the expansion of trade and investments hetween the two countries.

He alse disclosed that the French government had agreed to abolish the
¥isa requirement for Malayvsians wishing to visit France.

The date of implementation would be decided later, he said, and advised
Malaysians not to abuse the facilitv.

He did net want to see what was now happening in Japan to happen here
later. e

He said the gesture would not serve itsg purneose if Malavsiane abused it
by getting involved in unlavwful activities such as overstaving, detting
0mp10wMﬂnf 1llegally or other irresponsible acts. ~- more
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~If this happens, it would cause a lot of »roblems to genuine visitors,
he said, citing cases of Malavsians getting into trouble in Japan for
wvorking unlawfnlly or-invelvement in vice activities,

A¢ a result, the Jdapanese authorities had to serutinize even genunine

. :

The prime minister, who is accompanied on the visit by hig wife, Datuk
Seri Datin Paduka Dr 8itl Hasgmah Ali, and several ministers and senior
officials, also met French President Francois Mitterrand and Prime Minister
Rdovard Balladur. ‘

During the vigit, he algo witnessed the signing of several memoranda of
wnderstanding hetween the two gides.

One of the memoranda paves the way for the development of relations
between companies of the regpective countrieg in third countries

It ig meant to further enhance and strengthen the ?hlﬁfln“ ”00“erdL10ﬂ
between Malavsia and France not onlyv at official level bul also anong
menhers ivate gectors of both countries, ﬂaxtlcu]drlv ih vromoting
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vint-venture projects.
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