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Mahathir-beverage 3 Ru++urworth -*“I-- 

The Prime ?linister saii! that:. the beverage industry was also exr)ec&cl to 
3row rapidly in futlJre ir? vie+? of the enoouraginq eco2?,omic: prospecfts. 

T.nr;tl demand for soft drir~ks _,___. _._ ,..: A-” .̂  chf~lll fl f111 t.her ifq-jroy!p with t.11~ popularity 
of fast-food outlets and t!!e increase in the r*flllqtrv’s population, he said. . . . . ..* .,^ , 

He said that. to exit!re i;jlat;. l-J!e cf~~pt,rv’y pro~jl!cts \;ere competitiye in . ..^. 
the international market, manufacturers should tlp3rade the level of 

1 tec:hnolo3y, entrepreneurship skills an!‘1 quality of the workforce and the 
. mana3ealent. 

On trazfer of technology, he said that it was esser!.tial to wqrade 
prC!dnCt.i vi ty a nd further errhari~e long-term econom.ic growth. 

I s “It is hoped that with more joint i;entwes between local. and foreiqn 
r’nnr’Prnr; -L.------- , t.he i!evelopmer?t or technology of local in<!ust.ries would be 

“- 
I ‘I 

accelerated, ” he said. -- more 
. AhTR KIY I!?! 

Dr Mahathir also said that the country’s food-prnvrsinq inc!ustru +..“.-a 1 
should be further developed to increase production as the- country was still 
an importer of processed fooi!. 

Re said that althou3h the food-processing inc!xtrY increased production 
from Kti4.6 billion i-n. 1986 to UW.4 billion last Year, 
raw materials !iad beer! importer!. 

abnu-t. 7In -per cent of 

“Althou3h the total expor.t rose 
million. last year, 

from ?.%12 million in 1026 to R?l2,826 
the total import also rose from Wl, 129 million to 

RM2,363 million durin3 the same period,” he said. 
Toni3ht, Dr Qhathir uas entertained to dinner bY Chief Minister Dr Koh 
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