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PM CALLS O?! PRIVATE INSTITUTIOX S TI! MAINTAIN HIGH STANDARDS 

w- 
PULAI! PImlNG, July I!9 !i!ernama! -- Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr 

Mahathir Mohamad toclay called on private educational institutinns to 
maintain high standards and ens!re qU2li't.y educ!ation. 

if we are to maintain the “We must he rigornus vith regard to stakdards 
reput.atinn of being providers. of quality educ:atic!n, ” he said. 

.Opening the n!~2~~-millior~.‘~liolej Antarabangsa here, he warned private 
colleges that the qoYernme.nt vi.11 cnme dam hard on ‘+:hose whe compromise 
standards in the pursuit nf making quick profits. “’ 

“We are aware that if tie are not sufficiently \:.igi!,ant, .there is the 
temptatinn that in the pursuit nf quick profits, dul!ious arrangements vi.11 
be resorted t.0 and cert.ifica+:e mills will be set up,” he said. 

He said the behaviour of a fev can undermine the credibili.ty of the 
whole nation and the whale, educat.i& industry will be brought into 
disrepute with subsequent loss to everyone. -- mere 
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Mahathir-educa tion 2 Pulau Pinany 

Dr Mahathir also said t.h e pro:!ifera tioti of prisate education 
institutions in the country can cater not only to local needs but also to 
forei qn demand _ 

Hoxever, he warned private edrlcation institutions not to advocate the 
; 

( :- pro\:ision of a smorgasbord of courses of study. regardless of whether or not 
they can contribtite to the aspira+:ions of t11e nation. 

1 . He said that in respect of Visinn 2020 to create a society based en 
science and technc!lnqy, there is a need to be selectiile in the courses 

, . offered by educational i~:t.it.ut.io,ns and not to offer only p0pula.r courses 
to attract studen+c; e--e - -,, 

“It would be wcrthwhile .for private education institutions to seek 
* areas ,t.ht. have not Fleeri explored Such as aeronautics, ma+:e.rials and their 

$roperties, p rocl~uction technc~lcqy , computer-aided design, mac9rini.ncr ;;nd 
’ manufacturing, ‘I he said. 

He said ,the provision nf such courses vi11 qo a long way tnwards ’ 
enabling Malaysia to carye a niche in the highly cxxnpetit.ive education 
,indus try. -- mere 
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I ; 
‘ The prime min,ister also said that. the gC!\lerRmel!t, is studying proposals’ 

*on amendments vith regard to higher education to alloy for the setting Up 
of branch campuses of rep~~.t.e(j r:~rej.gn ur.iyersj.ties in the country . 

]je said rey!llations regarding entry and visa requirements for foreicjn 
students are also being simplified ant! a National F.ccredi tations Board is 
also being set up to ensure that the credentials of institut,ic!ns have 
international acxepta.nce and reCoqnit.ion in other countries . 

Dr ?!ahathir al.so said that it iii essential that the private sector 
un?erstands the aims and objec’tives of the Yinistry of Education and called 
on both the public and private sectors to uork toqether to develop an 
educa t.ion system which ~a11 ta\(p the best. from both Worlds. 

“Bound by a sharec! vision and mission, both sectors clan then not on.ly 
avoid duplication of effor’ts and dissipation of enerqies but can work 
collaboratively towards a single purpose,” he said. 

Xolej Lntarabangsa (!:nternational ~olleqe) is .a privately endowed 
college, developed by Yorlduicle Ventures Sdn Bhd. , a joint venture betueen 
IJM Corporation Derhad ani! Penan Development. Corporation (PDC! on a 
14-hectare site in Bukit Jambul. 

.4t the ceremon- YI IJE? chairman Da&k Ahmad Azizuddin presentzd tH0 

cheques for F.Y58,0$0 to Dr EahatQr for the Rosnian Fund (IUGc?\, (nW! and 
Bakti (PA34, $441). -- Rernama 
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