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KUALA LUMPUR,

July 22 (Bernama) -- Asean's suceess geems to have drawn
some unwelcome attention and efforts are being made to slow down its
development thronah the imposition of foreign standardz, Datunk geri Dr
Mahathir Mohamad said tonight.

The Prime Minister said Agean counitries must stand together if they
were going to counter thig unhealthyv move.

"Po build s cohesive Asean community, we need not foeouns on political or
military alliances only. Trade and cultural tiesg can be just as effective
in fostering greater Agean solidariiy," he gaid at the 3rd Asgean
Achievement Awvard at a hotel here.

"We should therefore work Ltowards bhecoming economically and
technologically a gingle community, for example by sharing our expertise,
eyperiences and thouwghts so that the benefits conld be sharved between us,”
he said.

Dr Mahathir said while it was true that the economic performance of the
individual Asean countries has been commendable many problems remained
unresolved., -- more
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"Pockets of poverty are found in many

C sean countries and positive

actions must he taken to redress the 1mba11ncrs between the haves and the
many have-nots, : -

In additicon, aid, more attention should be given to inproving
health care and 1o raising the educational standards of the peoples, adding
that without good headth and education progress becomes difficunlt.

He gsaid the making of an’ Ase unity was a matter which must
receive pore attent' ] & end , a variety of »pr )qrdmmes, bhath
social and educatic Lo forge cloger ties betveen
Agean countries.

Asean, he said, invest in education in a vorld where
new Lngw]&l;e grew NrOaression

There was less ne noew as the region's educaticonal
institutionsg vers y provided a wider range of courses
to choosa from, he
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“Asean countries should open up their educational institutions to each

other," he said.
He said as the private

wag imperative that
apnroaches
antrenransuryg
"Government
infrastructur
who have to
Teqgion, " Dr
"Our Asiaor g
possible meagures to ensy) )
societv for generations to e sal
Without this strong sense of commitment to the community, family and
nation, Asean efforts to cateh up with the developed nations will end in
Tailure, he zdded. —- more
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ATTENTION EDITORS: CORRECTION
TN FIRST GRAF PLS DROP THE WORDE ... for the second consecutlive year.

Mahathir-Asean 4 (last) Kuala Lumpur

The award function was hosted by the 3Asean Business Forum.

Later, Dy Mahathir pregented the avards to 18 recipients. They include
puhlic Bank Bhd founder and chief executive officer Tan Sri Dr Teh Hong
Piow who was named Asean Businessman of the Year.

Another Malavsian awarded is Dr Gan Yik Ynen in the regearch and
develonment category.

The award is given to honour ontstanding individuals from various

ines,

The other recinpien dro Lo¢sin of the Philippines
{avrchitecture), Dr Wi gsadinata (Indonedia -~ engineering), Prof Dr
Teera Ramagoota (Thai ieine), DroAndy Hor Tzi Sum {Singapore -
soiences), Ramon Orlin pines - visnal arts), Seree Yananaltham
(Thailand - performing r Fe Peng Liang (S8ingapore -~ community
gervice) and Susi Susa wmgia — gportg). —-— Bernama
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