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KOTA KINABALU: Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mohamad'—sald yes ™
terday that there was no need to
change the coalition government
of Barisan Nasional as it was the
best system of administration in
cosmopolitan Malaysia now.

‘Perhaps one day, when we are
no longer apprehensive of wheth-
er our community is represented
or not, we will have one party
without a coalition.

“But the time has not come yet
because we still harbour appre-
hensions on whether our inter-
ests are taken care of in the gov-
ernment or party,” the Prime
Minister said here.

Opening the third congress of
Angkatan Keadilan Rakyat
(Akar), a Sabah Barisan compo-
nent party, he said the concept of
coalition parties of the Barisan
ensured that all communities, in-
cluding minorities, were repre-
sented and enjoyed development.

Dr Mahathir, who is Barisan
chairman, said the coalition gov-
ernmepiin Malaysia was not like
thos€ in other countries because
all the component parties contest-
ed as one large party and not
against one another.

“We help one another. The im-
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portant thing is that we support
Barisan candidates,” he added.

Dr Mahathir hoped the Barisan
concept would go down well in
Sabah so that all the people were
accorded equal treatment.

“Some people say the Kadazan
do not support the Barisan. I
think this is not true. If there are
Kadazans who do not support us,
it does not mean that we will not
help them,” he said.

He said the government will
continue to help the Kadazan
community so that they could en-
joy the benefits of development.

“There are several Kadazan
parties ir the Barisan now and
there is no reason why they
should isolate themselves from
the Barisan Nasional, which is
the symbol of justice for all com-
munities in Malaysia,” he said.

To represent the Kadazan com-
munity, he said, the Barisan had
appointed Parti Demokratik Sa-
bah president Datuk Bernard
Dompok as federal minister,
Akar deputy president Datuk Dr
Jeffrey Kitingan as deputy minis-
ter and Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sa-
bah president Datuk Joseph
Kurup as Sabah deputy chief
minister.
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