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KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. —
Any Government action
against the Al Argam will
be based on the advice of the
National Fatwa Council, Da-
tuk Seri Dr Mahathir Moha-
mad said today.

The Prime Minister said
the council would hold a
meeting with all State au-
thorities before deciding
whether the movement
should be banned based on
[slamic points of view.

"If we do not act, we are in
the wrong because the Al
Arqam has deviated from
Islamic teachings,” he said
when responding to Press
queries on possible action
against the movement.

He had earlier launched
the Veterinary Services De-

artment ce&tenary cele-
rations at the Putra World
Trade Centre here.

Asked whether action
would be taken against fol-
lowers of the movement, he
said before making any deci-
sion, the Government would
have to explain the Al Ar-
qam activities to the people.

Dr Mahathir said if the
people did not understand
because there was no expla-
nation on the matter, they
could not be blamed if they
were to follow the deviation-
ist movement.

“It is the responsibility of
the Government and mass
media to explain the matter
to the people,” he added.

He said that Al Argam
leader Ashaari Muhammad

had claimed that he usually
spoke with Prophet Muham-
mad and other prophets in
person.

He said the Government
could ban the group but at
the same time the Govern-
ment would not arrest any-
one without reason.

“Therefore, we have to ex-
plain the issue at hand be-
fore we take action against
the group or its followers,”
Dr Mahathir said.

In Seremban, Negri Sem-
bilan police detained 13 Al
Argam members, including
a 15-year-old boy, during
Statewide operations for il-
legal possession and distri-
bution of pamphlets pub-
lished by the movement last
Friday and yesterday.

Ten people, including the
juvenile, were detained
here, two in Tampin and one
in Port Dickson.

The men, aged between 20
and 40, and the boy were ail
released on bail today after
the police completed their
investigations under the
Printing Machine and Publi-
cation Act 1984,

Jnder the Act, a person
can be fined up to RM20,000
or jailed a maximum of
three years or both. if found
guilty.

Seremban police chief As-
sistant Commissioner Nor-
din Zakaria said the 10 were
detained in five places here
last Friday between 10am
and 2pm for distributing
and having pamphlets with-
out a permit from the Home
Ministry.

The boy was detained
while distributing pam-
phlets about the movement
at the State Mosque at Jalan
Datuk Hamzah during Fri-
day pravers.

Nordin said the others,
who were travelling in a car
and three vans, were de-
tained at police road-blocks
set up at various places.

“More than 200 pamphlets
containing various informa-
tion about the movement's
activities were confiscated
from the detainees.

“Some of these were
found in their vehicles,” he
added.

The 10 had been brought
to appear before the magis-
trate at 9.05am, and placed
under police bail at 11.40am.

They were subsequently
taken to the district police

-headquarters before being

released at 1.20pm. Their re-
lease was greeted by about
15 Al Argam members out-
side the district police pre-
mises.

In Tampin, district police
chief Superintendant Has-
san Abdul Rahman said two
youths, aged 20, were de-
tained while distributing
the movement’s pamphlets
at a nursing school at
10.40am yesterday.

They were released this
afternoon.

He said police seized 52
pamphlets from them.

The two are believed to be
from an Al Argam base in
Gemencheh.

In Port Dickson. district
police chief Superintendant
Sheikh Mustapha Sheikh
Ahmad said a teacher, de-
tained at the Masjid Jamek
Jalan Pantai last Friday,
was also released on police
bail this afternoon.

He said police seized 49
pamphlets printed by the Al
Argam movement which
were kept in the boot of his
car.

In Malacca, a 31-year-old

man from Pernu was de-
tained by police yesterday
while distributing 26 pam-
phlets on the Al Argam
movement at Taman Muzaf-
far Shah in Ayer Keroh.

The man, who claimed to
be a member of the Al Ar-
gam branch in Alai near
here, was detained about
6.15pm for distributing pro-
paganda pamphlets without
permit.

State CID chief Asst Com-
missioner Mok Siew Hoong
said it was an offence to
circulate propaganda pam-
phlets or leaflets without
permission from the police.

Meanwhile, in Kuala
Lumpur, Umno Youth today
requested the Government
to ban the Al Argam move-
ment as it had deviated from
Islamic teachings and that
its leader had designs to
take over the Government
illegally.

Umno Youth head Tan Sri
Rahim Tamby Chik said to-
day that unless the move-
ment’s influence was cur-
tailed, it would continue to
mislead the Muslims and ex-
pose the country to political
danger.

Speaking to reporters af-
ter chairing the Umno
Youth Executive Council
meeting at the Umno head-
quarters here, he said:
“Umno Youth had rhade a
unanimous stand that the
Al Argam would mislead
the Muslims unless it is
banned.

“Furthermore, in the light
of the recent ‘dare’ by
Ashaari that a referendum
be held to determine wheth-
er Prime Minister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mchamad
or he was more popular and
fitting to be the country’'s

leader, it is obvious that
Ashaari plans to take over
the Government without re-
sorting to legal or constitu-
tional nfeans.”

He added that the Al Ar-
qam should be registered as
a political party if its leader
wished to become a political
leader.

He also said that Umno
Youth was certain that the
Al Arqam had deviated
from the true teachings of
Islam as it endorsed the
1Aufrad Muhammadiah be-

ief.

Umno Youth also con-
demned the Serbs for refus-

ing to accept the latest

peace formula of the West-
ern powers and called on the
United Nations to lift the
arms embargo on the Bosni-
ans to enable them to defend
themselves.

He said the refusal of the
Serbs to accept the peace
formula meant that they
planned to wipe out the Bos-
nians.

“Umno Youth wants to
see a more firm and effec-
tive action taken against
the'Serbs.” he said.

Rahim said that prepara-
tions were under way for
the East Asia Youth Lead-
ers Congress which would
be attended by youths from
various countries.

The 160 participants from
Malaysia, Cambodia, China,
Korea, Indonesia, Japan,
Laos, the Philippines, Singa-
pore, Thailand and Vietnam
would discuss “Peace, Sta-
bility and Prosperity” of the
region.

On the resignation of the
10 pro-tem committee mem-
bers of Marang Umno divi-
sion, he said the Umno
Youth exco had accepted it.
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