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-- Prime ,Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
L . . ..I^.. -‘e - ‘,c! y ooened an int.ernational ~tatikugndfi championships here 

and, said martial arts, with c?iscipline and self-control as its baS,iC 
requirements, are useful in mouldinq the character of a nation. 

Martial arts can delielap the ynunqer qeneratlqn to be more respnnsible 
and to !iave qualities that are im:?nrtant to nation-buildinq and t,hff 
development of h!ma!? vall!es, he said vhen openinq the Ni 9th k2rJ.d Taekwwdc~ 
Cha.mpionships at the Sl21 tan Ismnil Masiruddin Shah Staflium here. _ -... . 

“Tx?ay, in a world where the pal;erJ.ess and the veak are beinq npenly 
oppressed, it beccxes our social responsibili.ty tc? inculcate and rturt-urp. in 
the young an understanclinq of ri.qht and vrnnQ ‘and the need to uphold qood 
moral valuc5, ” he said. I. 0 

“Al thouqh t!lis is. ..^ . n0.t .a proper forum to dwell on such a philosophical 
iSSUP, the siqht nf the conti.nqents today rexinc!S me of the hnpe for the 
international community tc do v!!at is morally riqht, especiaily vhen so 
many around the world are beinq so blatantly forced to mjqrate or he 
massacred, ” he sair! _ 

The Yanq Dipertuan Nuda of Terenqqanu, Tenqku Misan Zainal Abidi II, 
Menteri Eesar Tan Sri Wan ‘kkhtar Ahmad, Mi.ni.ster of 1’111 ture, Arts and 
Tourism Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik and International Taekuondo Federation .!ITF) 
president and founder C-en. Chni !kknq !!i w’i-0 prp~:~~nt . . .._ . . ._-..._ I, ~ -- more . 

Mahathir-tackvando 2 (last! Kuala Terenqqanu 

Dr Mahathir said that srqanisil?q S.!!C!l a hiq e!Jent co-~~Id not have been a 
better vay cf intrcducinq Terenqqanu to forei qt1 participants and dcleqat.Ei, 
especially in terms c?f its strateqic !.c?cation. 

“The championships which are beinq held here can complement. the state’s 
efforts to prnmote not only tourism b!lt also to eficaxaqe foreiqn ant! local. 

‘investments to be lxnted in ?:he East. Coast I’PCJ~CX~ qenerally and Terenqqanu 
ifi ni+i-tir~n1.37- ” )!e acldeds IeÎ  --_.-- -, - . . ._ 

!3e.sides this, Di- >j~]pthi r p ;I i d ,. --, it. would alsfi qo a long way towards 
strenqtheninq t!?c relatinr?s hetueen Malaysia and other onuntries, 
particularly in helpinq to hridqc the cultural qay between member 
co!!ntries . 

“I understand that t.aekwondc! in Malaysia had its beqinninq in 1963 when 
Gen. Chni vas (%rth! Korea’s first ambassador (to Malaysia!; Today, vith 
more than 199 afifi members, , ..-- I am sure this cxca’sion vi1.l be a special 
home-cominq fcr him. I-!is early effor?:s in intrc?ducihq taekvaldo i.n MaJ aysi ci 
halre proved to be seeds well-snvn, I’ he said. 

Or Mahathir said he hoped that participants and del.eqates sill t&e 
s9me time off tc! see and enjny the beautiful and enchdntinq spots in the 
East Coast and briny home the memories c?f Terenqqanu and Malaysia. 

More than 892 partici9ant,s and officzials from 72 countries are here far 
the f cxx-day meet, t-o, be held at the state’s indwr stadium. -- Dernama 
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