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Mahathir-democracy 
MALAYSIA NOT LESS DEMC!CRATIC WITH THE BN REPEATEDLY RETUIG?ED TO POWER 
bm 
KUALA LUMPUR, July 3G4(%ernama! -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said 

today Malaysia is not less ‘democratic ‘just because%““lsan Nasional 
(BN! is returned to power in each qeneral election. 

The Prime Minister said that if the same party was chosen by the people 
to form the qoyernment, it was their democratic riqht. 

“We are just as democratic as any other democratic country,” he said 
when openinq the Gerakan’s 23rd deleqates conference here. 

Malaysia;he said, was a democratic country because the people had the 
choice to replace the qoyernment they were not in fayour. 

He said that there were many benefits to be derived throuqh the 
people's choice of the ,Ry to form the qovernment each time a qeneral 
election was held. -- more 
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.‘Besides maintaininq.political stability,“it would also enske that the 

qovernment’s policies-trere consistent, he said. 
He said that due to political stability and consistent policies, , 

foreign investors were attracted’ to invest in malaysia. 
’ 

“Inyestors are able to plan lonq-term strateqies Hithout haying to 
bother about changes in policie s.as a result of new qoyernments takinq 
over, ‘1 he said. I ’ , 1 Dr p!ahathir said that it could not be denied that Malaysia’s current 
level of success in, .a11 fields includinq the economy was due to, amonq 
other ‘fhinqs, the 'same qoyernment ruliny the country since independence. 

‘e “Imaqine vhat’wil.1 happen if there is no stability because of chanqes 
in qouernment everytime a qeneral election is held, ‘I he said. -- more 
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“Not only will ‘the government policies be chanqed halfway . . the 
political-situation in the country may not eyen be stable.‘ihis can be seen 
in several countries where there are chanqes in the qoyernment and its 
policies each time an election is held,” he said. 

Nhat made, the B?! ~unique and special, he said, vas its ability to stand 
the test of time althouqh the BN was made up,of several parties vith 
leaders and members of different races and reliqions. 

Dr Mahathir said that since .the Alliance, the forerunner of the,BN, the 
party had been ab1.e. to win the qeneral election time and time aqain and as 
such able to form the federal and state qovernments except in Kelantan and 
Sabah. 

“This is a record ,for any political party in the world,” he said. 
~~-~~ -He said that ine the eyew of foreiqn observers, such a success was 

xmazinq and almost beyond belief. -- more 
JM RP! 
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Dr Mahathir, who is EN chairman , said that they were really amazed at 
how component parties in the BN could be solidly united and exist in 
harmony for so l’onq althouqh the parties were represented by various races 
and interests _ 

“They predicted that we vi11 disinteqrate in no time but they have been 
PlTOYHl r;ronq as the D?! is still .united and stronq. 

“We do not have a special formula for the EN’s success. ET is 
successful because the spirit df understandinq, compromise and tnlerance 
exists amopq the Leaders. and members, ” he said. 

He said that the williuqness to qive and take and compromise did not 
mean that there were vinners and losers. 

“Ye qive and take and compromise for the qeneral qood of the country 
and the people and this overrides all-other narrow interests,” he said. -- 
more 
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The Prime Minister said that this was the principle upheld and to be 
foreser perpetuated by the BN and was amonq the reason that the BN 
attracted continuous support from the peopl e to fo$m the qovernment. 

He said that the object,. ille ta attain developed nation status set by the 
qovernment and the Br\I leaders was not to benefit the BN leaders but in the 
interest of the people and country. 

. . 

,,:,. Dr Mahathir said that actually, some Western nations had, t.o a certain 
extent, developed a s a result of the assistance of their colonies because 
during their rule they did not only acquire the Health of the colonised 
countries but also turti’them into restrictedlmarkets.for their industrial 
products. .* 

“We believe that we can attain developed nation status without 
colonisinq any country, ” he said. 

“We have up to Qctober, next year to hold a general election. Althouqh I 
, !laue not yet qiyen ally thouqht as to when to hold the q&era1 election, the 

DN is always prepared for it,” he said. 
He s,aid that opposition Parties realised that they did not have any 

’ important issues to exploit in this qeneral election but added-that it did 
not mean that they would not create issues. ” 

“If we adhere to the principle of mutual support in the BN, we will De 

: able to vard off all thkir false alleqations,” he said. -- Eernama 
JM .EM . . 
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