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A FULL-FLEDGED MALAYSIAN CAR I 18 to 15 YEARS, SAYS PM

RAWANG, Auq 1’ (Bernama) —- Malavsle may take another 19 to 15 vears to
make a full-fledaed Malavsian car, savs Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahathir Mchamad

Speaking to reporters after opening the Parusahaan ﬁtnmobll Kedua Sdn
Bhd (Perodua) manufacturing plant here todav, he said Malaysia had learnt
much quicker in car—making. p '

"Mayhe, it will take another 1@ to 15 vears to learn enough about the
technoloqyv in enqgine making and the transmission," he said.

"Most countries take ahout 58 to 68 vears to learn how to make their
own cars and here Malaysia have learned much aquicker.“

Dr Mahathir said Perodua, the second national car maker after Proton,
vould have to learn all the differsnt staqes of car making, from the desiaqn
to total nroduction. ‘

He said Malavsia would have to qo into the export of cars in view of
the rather small domestic market.

"Manv countries which produce cars for the domestic market also had to .
look at exports of about 40 percent," he added.

"For Malavsia, it will he hetter if the export element could be more
than the domestic market "

Dr Mahathir said the Kanecil, the 668-cc car produced by Perodua, would
be . exported as soon as possible. ‘ ~

However, he said the Kancil miaht not easilv penetrate markets such as
Europe due to the small capacity of the enqgine and the high emission
standard in Europe.

In his opening address, Dr Mahathir said Perodua should n
sourcing of technoloqy to one source only but to look at
sopurces in the world. "

"Technology transfer can onlv be achieved and prove meaninaful when

not confine the
other approprlatﬂ

Malaysia is able to desiqn and prnHUﬂn a a full-fledqed Malavsian car," he

said. -

He added that the increased usaqe of local content would improve
Malavsia's car enqineerina expertise and ensure’ that monev did not flow out
of the countrv.

Dr Mahathir said Malavsia was still far from achieving its obiective of
desiqning, developing and producing a car for the domestic and export

markets. ‘ '

"Althouah we are able to produce components to produce the car itself
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we are still at an early stane.in designing and developina the ﬂar on our
own," he added. —— Bernama
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