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,, Mahat.hir-safet.y 
SAFE&‘, HEALTH PEATUEES A MUST IN TEC NOLOGY TRANSFER, SAYS DR M 
bm ‘49 Q r 
KUALA LUMPUB, Auq 4 (Rernama) -- Prime, .M.inist.er L)at.uk Seri Dr Mahathir 

.Mohamad said t.oday that. Malaysia, in its eagerness t.o nt.t.ract foreiqn 
investment., must. not.’ forget. t.o incorporaize snfet.y and’health feat.ures in 
every t.ransf er of t.kchnolosy . 

It. must. ensure that. all ecpigment., mat.erials and t.echnolwy broucrht. 
into t.he count.ry are safe for we and are recoqnised bv t.he international 
community, he’ said. 

“In our eaqerness t;o at.t.ract. foreiqn invest.ors, we must not. forqet. the 
.safet.y feat.ures and t.he hea1t.h of Yorkers, ” he said when launchincr the 
Nat.ional &xupat.ional Safety and Health Campaiqn for t.his year, at. t.he 
ht,ra World Trade Cent.re cI;WW) here: \̂  .,A. 

Dr Mahathir said a yell-arransed and neat. workplace with qood safety 
and health features would enable employees t.o xork efficient.ly and 
comfortably , res~bl.t.inq in hiqber produc!t.iuit.y. 

Employers must. remember that. in t.he event. of ac6ident.s in the 
workplace, t.hey yould suffer losses as a result. of moor Droductivity and 
other cost.s . . 
-- more’ . 
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Dr Mahat.hir said the Qbvernment. also had t.o incur costs t.houqh the 

employers cont.ribut.ed t.o the Social Securit.y Cpfanisat.ion (Socso) for 
treatment. of the in:jured; addincr t.hat. losses in any indust.ry or bilsiness 
would reduce qosernment. re.venue. 

The affect.ed worker would clef init.ely undergo skfferina while his or her 
family would lose, it.s hreadvinncr, he said. 

“These direqt. and indirect.. c!ost.s vi11 loner t.he rat.e of pr0duct.iuit.y 
and event.uallv raise the prices o‘f our qoods, and jeopardize our 
comDet.it.iveness in the int.erna.t.ional market., ” be ,snid. 

Apart. from cost.s, he said, quality would ‘&b be adversely affected if 
t.here Here problems in t.he wrlrnl;jw . ..^ ^,d.CC, 
f Gatures . 

such as absence of safety and health 

He said skilled workers hampered by owupnt~iqppl hazards would be 
unable to nroduce quality’ bloods . ‘-- more 
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Dr Mahathir said the recruit.ment of new Yorkers would incur addit.ional 
Cost. because t.hey would have to be trained t.o become skilful. 

,Malaysia, he said, had becc!me r? paradise for workers because more t.han 
one million foreiqners nere now workinq in t.he country and Ma1aysian.s 
themselves c:ould choose t.he jobs they preferred. 

He said’ employers were forced .to offer hiah waqes .,in t.he competition t.o 
. recruit. workers from a 1imit.e.d yorkforce. 

“The workers st.and to qnin in such a situation. Their qain is achieved 
wit.hout. any indust.rial act.i&!i; without. damage t.o product.ion machinery or 
reduct.ion in productiui,ty,” he said. 

The. Drime minister said it. was disheact.eninq t.hat. when t.he c:ount.ry was 
striuinq to improve the level of :afet.y and hea1t.h at. the vorkpla&, 
developed count.ries ~.re raisin<! issc!es relat&d t,o labour st,andards. -- 
more 
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He said t,hey were linkinq a social clause. in t.he labour st.andards Cth 
international trade and tryinq to force develovin~~ countries $ to abide by 
regu1at.ion.s formulated by t.hem. . 

, “It. is not. our. int.enr.ion to exploit Yorkers but. t.he fact. is that. their 
social clause will only raise product.ion cost. vit.hoi!t. any additional 
benefit for the workers, ” he said. 

Dr Mahat.hir, said that. should cost. rise, t.hen Malaysian qoods would be 
unable t.0 compete with t.he qoods of t.he developed countries and Wentually 
the local industries vi11 be stifled, there would be fewer ?obs, 
unemployment would ,emerqe .and all the priyileqes of t.he social clause would 
not. be enjoyed at. all. 

,. Dr Mahat.hir later presented .t.he “T&oh Neqara” Award for OCCYlPatiOXd 

Safet.y and Hea1t.h to the former Directo- r-(;neral of t.he Fact.ories and 
Macthinery Department., Encik Abdul Jalil Mahmood. 

The Oocupat.ional and’ Safety Anard for t.he- larqe industC cat.Wory Has 
yen 3~ Hitachi Semi-conduct.or Sdn Bhd of Pulau Pinancl. -- more 
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Earlier, at. t.he same funct.ion, Human Resources Minist.er Dat.uk Lim Ah 
I Lek said t.he qovernment. . was always concerned for the safety and health of 

workers. 
The. me;tsures it had taken included setting up t.he Occ!upat.ional Safet.y 

and Hea1t.h Advisory Panel in 1385. sett.ing up af the Na‘t.ional Occupat.ional 
‘Safet.y and Hea1t.h 1nst.it.ut.e in 1992 and substitut.inq the Fact.ories and 
Machinery Act. 1967 wit.h the Occupational and Safet.y Ac:t. 1934, he said. 

Lim said that. apart from t.he laws, awareness and commit.ment on the part. 
of employers ,and work.ers were import.ant. to ensure occupat.ional safet.y and 
health. 

The theme of t.he campaign, is “Towards a Saf,e. and Healt.hy. Work Cult.ure”, 
ind act.ivit.ies planned for thk’month-lonq campaiqn include talks, post.er 
competitions and euhibi t.ions. 

About. 3,000 employers and .workers attended t.h.e lannchins ceremony. -- 
, ’ 
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