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Reports by workex v~ere the country’s 
vital asset and served as a 
backbone to the process of 
development. Economic 
and social development 
would not be achieved 
without their contribu- 
tions. 

rate cf produLtivit;. &Jr,3 
raise the orices of goods, 
besides ,160pa~ dl_;irig oui 
compztitix~eness iii the in- 
ternational market -’ he 
r,a.id 

i3~OilUCtiGii iO.it witiiciut 
sddltional benefit to the 
markers.” hi. said. Faiush Khan and 
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i):rtuk Seri Dr Mahathir 
Rlohamad today called on 
foreign investors to incor- 
porntc safctg and health 
fi~aturos in the transfer of 
ic,c~hnology in this country, 

The Primr Minister said 
that v;hitf the Government 
is ;i\varc that foreig~i iiixs- 
ton did not actually nc- 
glect its importance, the 
situation can be improved. 

Malaysia. in its quest to 
attract thcsc investors, 
must not forget the impor- 
tance of saietj- and health 
features for workers. 

“l\‘e must make sure all 
equipment. materials and 
technology brought into 
the country are safe for use 
and are recognised by the 
international communitv.” 
he said when launching 
this year’s Natiol;al Occu- 
pational Safety acd Health 
Campaign at the Futra 
World Trade Centre here. 

l)r Mahathir said that 

“That is why efforts arc 
alwavs being made to en- 
sure” their“ safety and 
health.” he said. adding 
that safety and health as- 
pects should be taught in 
schools and higher learn- 
ing institutes. 

fIe said employers would 
also lose in the case of acci- 
dents because their pro- 
ductivity, besides other 
costs, would be adversely 
affected. 

The Government, he 
said, also had to incur addi- 
tional costs although the 
employers had contributed 
to the Social Security Or- 
ganisation for treatment of 
those injured. It would also 
reduce Government reve- 
nue and the family of the 
affected worker would lose 
a breadwinner. 

“These direct and indi- 
recf;costs wiil reduce the 

T)r Mahathic ~xi skilied 
workers afisct?d hg. ccc1.i. 
pationai hazards ii-au13 not 
be able to prodilre qualit, 
gmrk 

The nea' v;orker mtakz 
iV~Ulrl came ~lllplil~~ei-S ad- 
ditioznl cost because these 
xcrkcrs would have to be 
trained first. 

He regretted that v~hile 
Malaysia xas striving to 
uplift itie Ievel of safety 
and health features at 
workplaces, developed 
countries were raising is- 
sues related to labour stan 
dards 

“They arc linking a sc- 
cial clause in the labom 
standards with interna- 
tional trade and trying to 
force developing countri-s 
to obey re@ations the:, 
formulate. 

“It is not our intention to 
exploit workers but the 
fact is that their social 
clause will only increase 

If the cost mcreased, he 
Taid. Malaysian goods 
-xould not be able to c.om 
pete with those from de\-el- 
opcd cc~untrics. The lOCal 
iildustrles \isould not QOV, 
aild c~niplog;ment opportcl 
nitles would n8t increase. 
As a result, all the pri\~;t- 
leg43 of the &al clause 
v;xld nx be enjo)-ed at all 

‘The Prlliie Minister de- 
scribed Malaysia as a .work- 
es‘ pal adise. saying that 
that wdh -h-h:; mtire t‘han 
OliC K~llliOii t’oi-cigrLeri 
were working ill the coull- 
try now. Malaysians could 
be selecti\-e in seeking 
jobs. 

He said because of this 
situation, employers h,ld to 
offer high wages in the 
compet.ltion to recruit. 
\c-orkers from a limited 

“in such a situatioi?. if is 
the workers who stand to 
gain,” he said, adding that 
the benefit was obtained 
without industriai action,” 
he said. 
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