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Mahailiir-East. Asia -’ , _. 
C-g”A’TE ‘Et:. ST ASIAN ZOI~!E QF I’ZACE, STABILITY AtiD P .OSI’ERITY, SAYS PM 

144 ? ; C’ 
KUALA LUMPIIF., Auq. 5 (lkrnamaj i-- Dat.ul: Seri Dr &that.hir Mohamad. godav I 

called for t.hc creat.ion’ of an East. .zi% ZGie of Przace., St.aKilit.y and 
Prosperity modeled along the lines of bean. I 8 

The Prime Ministe,r, saic! -if East. .Asian nat.ion 
might. chanqe t.he coursing’ of his.t.ory and, 

:; could achieve t.his, t.hey 
direct.ly, t.he future of mt?re than a 

quart.er of mankind in‘t.he east; ixlirectly,. t.he destiny of mankind. 
“Asean can he a hasc! and an example of a mt!r’h Cder East. Asian 

co’-bperat.ion, 1’ he said in his keyn0t.e address at. t.he first. Fast. Asian Younq 
Leaders Congress orqanised hy t.he UMNO Yout.h !?ovement. under t.he auspices of 
t.he Rarisan Nasional i!out.h Winq at. t.he Put.ra World Trade Ccnt.re, here. 

More t.han 144 part.ic5pant.s from Brl!nei , Cambodia, Chi.na, Indonesia, 
‘Japan, Laos, North Korea, the Philippines, South Korea, Sinqapore, 

: ’ Thailand, Viet.nam and Malaysia are at.t.endinq the eight.-day meetinq. 
,Dr Mahat.hir said choosinq t.o.huild an East. Asian reqion of peaoe did 

not. mean t.urninq away ‘from 0t.p concerns, ot.her 3.nt.erest.s and ot.her 
regions. 

"We should not., irrdeed He could not., for all of us are tradinq 
nat.ions. . . we need t.he rest. of the world, as the. richer t.hey are t.he het.t.er 
cust.omers t.hey will he, ” he added. -- more 
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He said in order to build an East. Asiaqreqion of peace.. friendship and 
t.ranquility t.bere wre many t,hinqs t.hat. ,East. Asian nations ‘must. he prepared 
t.0 do “unilat.erally . ” 8 Ampnq t.hem we‘re reassurinq their neiqhlsours, ahidinq by t.he rules of 
int.ernat.ional lav, neqot.iat.inq instead of confrontatinq, ensurinq domestic 
st.ahi1it.y and order, behaving wit.11 sensit.ivit.y alld responsibilit.y, and 
Icadinq by exaygle. 

Dr Mahathir said all of East. Asia w1~11d become a region of amity and 
goodwill if t.he naYions coulc 1 build a seamless web of friendly hilateral 

relat.ions. 
“Eut., first. let. us ensure t.hat, t.he present. peaceful relat.ions between 

,Eas’t. Asian st.at.e’s is prolonqed.~. . we must, now ac!t.ively promote peace 
het.ween us and peace amonqst. us, ” he added. 

Cit.inq t.he anc,ient. Romans H!KI said, “To have. peace you mnst. pSepare for 
war, ‘I Dr Mahathii said ‘Ihut really we cannot. afford to spend so much on 
riili t.ary prepare.dnes.5. ” 

He said’ t.oda+ s weapons syst.ems were t.oo c!ost.ly and East. Asian nat.ions 
would ?x hankrupt,inq t:hemselves ,t.ryinq ?:.o det.er each oth‘er . 

“We will he crea.t.inq t.cnsion, and t.ension between nat.ions do not. 
encourage econ.p,mic invest.mf3nt.s and lonq term development. plarts. We will IlOt. 
haIre: t.he money for development, ” he added. -- more 
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He said it. should he the adage of t.he modern East. Asia that. “if YOU 

want. peace, prepare for peace, hrork for peace, f iqht. for peace -- f iqht. for 
peace wit.h the resolve and the ‘resources t.hat.’ ‘nre qeneral.ly reserved bY 
nations for t.he prosecution of war.” 

Dr Mahat,hir said East. Asian nations had no. choice hut. to do a weat. 
many t.hinqs at: the iame time if they wished t.o c0nt.ribut.e t-o peace. 

Just. as he helie~~ed in the-import.ance of’ ensuring an East. Asian SYSWm 

of co-0perat:iue peace, he.also believed in an East. Asian system o,f 
co-operat.iu& prosper-i. t y . 

He added! “We vi11 compet.e against. each tither and we must. c0mpet.e 
against. each ot.her . Rut., ue must. also co-0perat.e wit.h each ot.her. 

“And w must:. establish processes of co-nperatiue prosperity wit.h each 
other, especially as our c:omgct.it.ion mount.s, especially as ot1.r enormoas 
interde~endcnce esc*alat.es _ ” I--- more 
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This was t.he ‘~ea,&~vhy, Malaysia proposed the idea of the Eayst. Asia 
Economic!. Caucus (E:iBC’) . . 

’ ‘bf 
Dr Mahat.hir said for much of t.he world’s hist.ory, Asia Has t.he c.ent.re 

human civilisat.ion and had contributed bonsiderahly to the. development. 
of the human societ.,y and it.s civilisat.ion. 

!Ie called on t.he yoanq leaders of East. Asian nations, as masers and 
makers of the reqion’s fut,ure,. t.o prepare to play a role in mnkinq Asia 
once again t.he mast. important. “cradle of hllman ci$ilisat.ion. ” 

‘He said: “It. is t.ime t.o dedicat.e oursel:ies, t.o a non-confrontat.ionist., 
non-xenophobic Asian Resur’flence, a movement. driver. not. by t.he outside or by 
resent.ment. or anqer but by our ovn ambit.ions for our own people., our own 
count.ries, and our own region. 

“It. is time t.0 bdmmit. ourselves t.o that. long and awesome process whose 
final destinat.ion should be a durable and comprehensive Asian Renaissance 
fowded on the finest. t.raditions of Asia and on Asian et.hics.” -- more 
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Dr Ma,hat.hir said the challenges were enormous and much nciuld depend on 
how much peace, stabi1.it.y and pros1xxit.y l-hey could ..generat.e for t.heir 
people and for t.he reqion in the decade,s t.c! come. ' 

Earlier, !Imno Yout.h chie.f Tan Sri Abdul P.ahim Thamby Chik’, in his 
address, said t.he young leaders of t.he East. Asian nat.ions must. be fully 
aw,are of. the fact. t.hat. t.hey should be in full cont.rol in determining their 
nat.ions ’ $lt.ure. 

“The young qenerat.ion of East. Asia has t.hat. t.remendous t.hinkinq power 
t.hat should be nurtured and coaxed into prnductive a&on,” he added. 

Also present. Has Aarisan Masipgal and Umno secretxry-qeneral Dat.uk 
Mohamed Rahmat., t.he Inf ormat.ion Minister. -- Bernama 
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